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Board of Selectmen receive health update on COVID-19 


By LIZZY HILL 
News -Correspondent 


WILMINGTON — The 


first item for the Board of, 


Selectmen on Monday 
night was the regular 
COVID-19 update from 
Board of Health Director 
Shelly Newhouse and Fire 
Chief Bill Cavanaugh. 
The board welcomed 
them with appreciation 
and thanks for all of the 
health, fire, and police 
department’s efforts. 

Newhouse reported for 


Ragsdale, Byrne 
Only two 
candidates 
pull 
nomination 
papers so far 


By CASEY STEVENSON 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON — The 
Wilmington town election 
creeps ever closer, and 
election papers are begin- 
ning to be pulled. 

As of this week, the first 
and only two election nom- 
ination papers that were 
pulled were .for the two 
open School Committee 
seats. 

Incumbents David Rags- 
dale and MJ Byrne, with 
their nomination papers 
now pulled, are officially 
running for re-election and 
are the only candidates in 
the race thus far. 

The Wilmington Town 
Clerk, Christine R. Touma- 
Conway, Esq. was kind 
enough to provide the Town 
Crier with important dates 
for the upcoming election. 
According to the calendar: 

The last day to submit no- 
mination papers is on Fri- 
day, March 5. 

Friday, March 19 will be 
the last day for the Regis- 
trars of Voters to complete 
signature certification. 

Monday, March 22, will be 
the last day for candidates 
to withdraw their nomina- 
tion; as the list of candi- 
dates will be posted. 

Monday, April 5 will be 
the last day to register to 
vote in order to participate 
in this upcoming election. 

Friday, April 16 will be 
the last day to post an elec- 
tion warrant. 

And finally, Saturday, 
April 24 will be the annual 
town election, with polling 
stations open from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. 

As a reminder, any citi- 
zen interested in running 
for the positions open on 
the School Committee, Wil- 
mington Housing Autho- 
rity, Board of Selectmen, 
Shawsheen Technical High 
School Committee, or Town 
Moderator should contact 
the Town Clerk for nomi- 
nation papers. 

As the days count down to 
the 24th of April, it is im- 
portant to remember to 
stay informed on the can- 
didates and on local hap- 
penings, and to register to 
vote if you have not done 
so already and are eligible 
to vote on April 24. 
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the first time in months 
that the town’s numbers 
are trending down. The 
positives, she shared, to- 
taled 164, which is down 
more than 100 from the 
week before at 286. They 
were almost evenly split 
between 0-18, 19-31, 31-50 
and 51-65. She said she 
hopes that the decrease 
will continue as residents 
wear masks, social dis- 
tance, and follow other 
state guidance. 

She also talked about 
the vaccine after Gover- 


nor Charlie Baker announ- 
ced the upcoming start of 
phase two earlier that 
day. 

“Hopefully I'll start re- 
ceiving it next week... I’m 
still in phase one,” she 
said. 

Once she finishes with 
first responders, congre- 
gate care settings, home- 
based healthcare work- 
ers, COVID and non-CO- 
VID facing healthcare 
workers, and long term 
eare facilities, she’ll be 
able. to start with resi- 


dents aged 75 and older. 
She also mentioned other 
vaccine sites like Gillette 
Stadium, Fenway: Park, 
and the Doubletree in 
Danvers. 

Clinic sign-ups for the 
vaccine will be online on 
a first come, first serve 
basis. She later added 
that anyone who can’t go 
online may call the sen- 
ior center to sign up. She 
said the available times 
will be on Tuesdays, Wed- 
nesdays, and Thursdays, 
starting 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 


and increasing as she gets 
more vaccines. They’ll be 
held in the Shriner’s audi- 
torium. After registration, 
residents will sit down at 
one of the seven stations 
and be attended to by 
a nurse and a scribe. 
Someone will also walk 
around to monitor them 
for 15 to 30 minutes before 
they leave. 

Furthermore, she inclu- 
ded that during the short 
monitoring period after 
receiving the first dose, 
residents can sign up for 


their second dose. 

Selectman Greg Bendel 
said, “It’s important that 
we get that message out 
there... it will be fairly 
quick and painless, and 
we want people to be 
comfortable.” 

Gary DePalma asked if 
there are enough volun- 
teers, and Newhouse said 
that she hopes so, but 
she’s not ready for them 
yet. 

Selectman Jomarie O’Ma- 
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North Wilmington enters a new era with the construction of a detox center (as the Haverhill Commuter line plows through from Boston 


north). 


(photo: BruceHilliard.com) 


Residents not happy about switch to remote learning 


By LIZZY HILL 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON — Re- 
sidents shared their dis- 
appointment ‘about -Wil- 
mington transitioning 
four schools to remote 
learning at. the beginning 
of the School Committee 
meeting last Wednesday 
night. They all agreed 
that remote learning is 
insufficient and that 
their students are losing 
precious time. | 

The first commenter 
mourned for all the me- 


mories that her students, 


won’t have and suggest- 
ed that remote students 
learn by live stream in- 
stead of having so much 
asynchronous time. 

The second said that 
the superintendent’s let- 
ter was divisive instead 


Selectmen receive the town 
manager's budget proposal 


of actionable. 

“Why are those with the 
least amount of risk the 
ones getting punished the 
most?” the third com- 
menter asked. 

Several of the residents 
who commented refer- 
enced the CDC guidelines 
recommending schools 
being in-person due to 
low risk of transmission. 

Superintendent Dr. 
Glenn Brand responded 
to these comments later 
in the Superintendent’s 
Report. He shared that 
he had sent a letter to 
parents and guardians 
with the status of the 
schools shifting to re- 
mote learning due to re- 
cent coronavirus cases in 
town: the high school, 
Middle School, Woburn 
Street School,.and North 
Intermediate School. 


“I apologize to the com- 
munity if the words or 
sentiments included with- 
in the letter offended 
anybody,” he said. 

He established that his 
intention was only to 
bring awareness to the 
situation and ask for the 
help of the whole com- 
munity to stop the spread 
of COVID-19. 

The rest of his report 
pertained to an update on 
structured learning time, 
pooled testing, middle 
school program review, 
the status of sports, and 
registration for pre-k and 
kindergarten. 

Brand explained that 
the requirements from 
the Department of Ele- 
mentary and Secondary 
Education required ad- 
justments to the elemen- 
tary, middle school, and 


high school schedules. 
After only a few weeks to 
prepare proposed chan- 
ges, Assistant Superin- 
tendent Christine Elliott 
shared the changes that 
will be made starting 
Jan. 25 at each level. 
One commonality among 
all grades and cohorts is 
that the schedule of re- 
mote and in-person days is 
not changing, she said. 
What she described is 
changing is that students 
in grades 1-5 will have a 
daily morning check-in 
(except on Wednesdays) 
and a 45-minute synchro- 
nous reading lesson on 
their remote days. These 
would be cohort A’s Tues- 
days and Fridays and 
cohort B’s Mondays and 
Thursdays. Schedules for 
students in cohort C 
grades 1-8 will remain 


unchanged. 

Cohort A and B middle 
school students will also 
have a morning check-in © 
excluding Wednesdays 
while they’re remote. 
Another update for these 
students includes one 
synchronous remote day: 
Tuesday. for cohort A and 
Thursday for cohort B. 
Elliott said that these 
students would log in vir- 
tually and participate 
alongside in-person stu- 
dents on those days. 

High school students in 
cohorts A and B will see 
the most change in terms 
of their schedule. In addi- 
tion fo adding live syn- 
chronous remote instruc- 
tion on Wednesday morn- 
ings, all high school co- 
horts will stream into 
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School Committee FY22 
recommended budget 


By LIZZY HILL 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON — Town Ma- 
nager Jeff Hull delivered a 
town budget proposal for fiscal 
year 2022, with a grand total of 
$119,852,135 at the Board of Sel- 
ectmen meeting on Monday 
night. He shared that his goals 
for the budget were to increase 
by no more than one percent, 
to provide the services resi- 
dents were used to, to avoid 
layoffs, and to invest in infra- 
structure and equipment. 

Reaching his first. goal, the 
increase proposed is only .46 
percent from the $119,306,362 
proposed last year. He men- 
tioned that with uncertainty, it 
was his desire to limit increas- 


es and still balance all of the 
competing requests. While the 
budgets for areas like Wilming- 
ton Public Schools and the 
Shawsheen Tech are increas- 
ing, that of shared costs like 
insurance, interest, and statu- 
tory charges will decrease. 

Some more specific items in- 
creasing will be the cost of 
salary adjustments and over- 
time, especially for the police 
and fire departments, and tech- 
nology; versus costs for fuel, 
recycling, and capital going 
down. He also mentioned that 
revenue is expected to increase 
by $500k with the shift of the 
tax levy and new growth. 

The Wilmington Public Schools 
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By LIZZY HILL 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON — The School 
Committee meeting last Wed- 
nesday night covered the fiscal 
year 2022 recommended budg- 
et of $44,815,088, wherein sev- 
eral members of the adminis- 
tration spoke to the their de- 
partments’ proposed budgets. 

After the Superintendent’s 
Report, Dr. Glenn Brand intro- 
duced the fiscal year 2022 budg- 
et reminding everyone of Wil- 
mington’s vision, mission, and 
core values. He said he hopes 
to return to the district’s work 
as a cohesive whole. 

Going on; he explained that 
the aims of the budget were to 


identify fixed costs, fund legal 
mandates, provide special edu- 
cation programming, and pro- 
vide whatever number of sec- 
tions and staffing that enroll- 
ment projections suggested. 
Their projected enrollment for 
2021-2022 is 3,133 students, as- 
suming that most of those who 
left the district this year will 
return. However, he said that 
enrollment continues to trend 
downward. 

A significant amount of mon- 
ey will be set aside in the bud- 
get for work toward the strate- 
gic plan — specifically $75,000. 
Some of the actions that he 
mentioned this will fund are 
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Wiknington Library News: 
New reading challenges for all ages 


Library Hours 

The Library is open for 
curbside pickup only, from 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday - 
Thursday and 10 a.m. -'4 
p.m. Friday & Saturday. 
Staff is available by phone 
9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Monday - 
Thursday and 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Friday & Saturday. 


WML Virtual 
Programming 
While the building is 
closed, the library contin- 
ues to offer a variety for 
virtual events. Please note 
that registration is re- 
quired in order to receive 
the Zoom link. Go to wilm- 
library.org to register or 

call 978-658-2967. 


Adult Programs 


21 in ’21 
Reading Challenge 
A challenge for readers of 
all ages! For two months, 
can you read 21 minutes 
a day, five days a week? 


Starting on Feb. 1, log your 
minutes on Beanstack and 
earn prizes as you go! 


The Remarkable Rise 
of Vice President 
Kamala Harris 
Tuesday, Feb. 2, 7 p.m. 
Join Dan Morain, author 
of the new biography, “Ka- 
mala's Way: An American 
Life,” for a discussion of 
America's new Vice Pre- 
sident, Kamala Harris. Dur- 
ing his time as a reporter 
with the Los Angeles 
Times and editorial editor 
with the Sacramento Bee, 
Morain covered Kamala 
Harris's rise to power as a 
deputy district attorney in 


-Alameda County to District 


Attorney to California At- 
torney General to USS. 
Senator to the first Black, 
South Asian, and female 
Vice President in our coun- 
try's history. Morain will 
be joined in conversation 
by Liz Goodwin, deputy 
bureau chief for The Bos- 
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ton Globe in Washington, 
DC. Presented in collabo- 
ration with Libraries Work- 
ing Towards Social Justice 
and the State Library of 
Massachusetts. 


Virtual Author Talk: 
Dr. Robin Cook 

Friday, Feb. 5, 7 p.m. 

Dr. Robin Cook is the 
author of 37 worldwide 
bestsellers which have 
sold hundreds of millions 
of copies. Most of Dr. 
Cook’s books explore vari- 
ous medical, ethical, and 
public policy issues ‘and 
have included topics rang- 
ing from the supply of 
organs for transplantation 
(Coma) to medical nano- 
technology (Nano) and 
the spread of disease (Out- 
break, Contagion, Pan- 
demic). Dr. Cook's most 
recent book is Genesis, 
which deals with using 
ancestral DNA to aid 
forensics. 


Supt. discusses possible pool 
testing initiative for k-12 
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their in-person classes on 
remote days. This means 
that while cohort A is in 
person, cohorts B and C 
will stream; and cohorts A 
and C will stream while B 
is in person. 

Elliott said that starting 
Jan. 25 or whenever hy- 
brid learning resumes, the 
average synchronous time 
per 10 days for the entire 
district would be 37 hours. 

“We anticipate that there 
will be challenges during the 
implementation process.” 

School Committee mem- 
ber David Ragsdale ag- 
reed that the start of these 
changes will be rocky and 
they’ll have to fill in the 
holes as they go. 

M. J. Byrnes asked how 
much synchronous time 
cohort C students current- 
ly get. Elliott answered the 
recommended time is for 
them to get 40 hours of syn- 
chronous time over two 


Best Prices 
On Time 


Reliable 
DOUG’S 
AUTOMOTIVE 
978-407-5070 


weeks, but Wilmington’s 
remote students get well 
over that and have almost 
all synchronous time. 
Byrnes commended 
teachers for trying alterna- 


tive and creative ways to — 


get students to engage and 
show up every morning for 
these new check-ins. 

“We also contemplated 
that this could be a flexible 
time used for reading in- 
tervention or meeting with 
a counselor,” Ragsdale said. 

Elliott mentioned that 
some services are already 
scheduled for students 
during that time. 

Jo Newhouse wondered 
why streaming live wasn’t 
considered at all grade 
levels, Elliott said that the 
reason has to do with 
screen time. 

“We felt that this was the 
most developmentally ap- 
propriate and the least dis- 
ruptive to the cohort 
schedules,” she continued. 

Ragsdale went on to say 
that reading was identified 
as a promising way to in- 
crease synchronous time, 
with which Elliott agreed. 

Jenn Bryson asked if an 
effort has been made to 


minimize homework this 
year. 

“Tf they’re online for such 
long hours, maybe they 
shouldn’t get too much 
work keeping them online 
for longer,” she suggested. 

Elliott said that the rule 
of thumb has been not to 
assign homework as busy- 
work, but acceptable home- 
work ideas are assigned 
reading or small pieces of 
projects. 

Bryson also encouraged 
parents to keep communi- 
cation with their student’s 
teachers open. 

She noted, “There’s not as 
much time to complete their 
work if they’re streaming.” 

Brand then mentioned a 
possible pooled testing ini- 
tiative for grades k-12, the 
cost of which he ques- 
tioned. He asked for volun- 
teers for the review of the 
middle school program 
from the community. 

Finally, regarding pre-k 
and kindergarten registra- 
tion for 2021-2022, he said 
that it will be pushed back 
to late March with the hope 
that there will be more 
clarity about what the next 
school year will look like. 


Fiction Critique Group 

Saturday, Feb. 6, 9:15 a.m. 

Love writing fiction? 
Whether you are drafting 
a short story or a novel, 
joining our Critique Group 
is a great opportunity to 
meet other writers and get 
constructive feedback in a 
supportive environment. 
Open to all experience lev- 
els writing in all genres. 
Led by local writing en- 
thusiast, Barbara Alevras. 
If you are interested in at- 
tending this event, please 
email Assistant Director 
Charlotte Wood at cwood@ 
wilmlibrary.org 


Youth Programs 


1,000 Books before 
Kindergarten! 

Did. you know that hear- 
ing word and letter sounds 
is key to little ones’ reading 
and speech development? 
Listening to books as you 
read together is an easy 
and fun way for them to 


Wilmington 


learn and makes for great 
bonding moments! This 
reading challenge is open 
to little ones up to age six. 
Log your books on Bean- 
stack or on the form on our 
website to earn prizes for 
reading! 


Preschool Storytime 
Tuesday, Feb. 2, 10 a.m. 
This storytime for pre- 

schoolers includes books, 
rhymes, and music. Ages 3-5 


Time for Twos 
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 10 a.m. 
This storytime for two 

year olds includes books, 
rhymes, music and move- 
ment. 


Baby Time 
Thursday, Feb. 4, 10 a.m. 
This program of songs, 

rhymes, games and pic- 
ture books is for babies 
under the age of two years 
and their caregivers. 


Library’s 
Digital Resources 
Take advantage’ of the 
following digital resources 
while hunkering down and 
staying safe during the 
winter months. If you do 


HOME NEWS HERE.COM 


not have a library card, 
you can get one remotely 
by going to www.wilmli- 
brary.org. 
Overdrive (aka “Libby” 
app on your smartphone) 
Find ebooks, audiobooks, 
magazines and movies. 
Hoopla — Find ebooks, 
TV shows, audiobooks and 


comics. Simultaneous use ~ 


means titles always avail- 
able. 

Kanopy — Stream clas- 
sic movies, Indie hits, doc- 
umentaries and more. 

Freegal — Download 
and keep up to five songs 
per week. Stream up to 
three hours per day. 

Tumble Book Library — 
Animated picture -books, 
read-along chapter books 
and more for children. 

Creative Bug — Find 
over 1000 video classes on 
knitting, sewing, - cooking 
and other crafts. 

Ancestry Library — Do 
genealogy research with 
this database that covers 
billions of records from 
census data to directories, 
and photos to family trees. 
Access from home _ is 
available for a_ limited 
period of time. 


Two students named to 
Dean’s List at Assumption 


WORCESTER — As- 
sumption University has 
announced those stu- 
dents named to.the Uni- 
versity's Dean's List for 
the fall 2020 semester. 
Students must achieve a 
grade point average of 
3.5 for a_five-class, 15- 
credit semester to be 
included on the presti- 
gious list, which is an- 
nounced at the comple- 
tion of the fall and spring 
semesters. Due to. the 
pandemic, this fall sem- 
ester was divided into 
two accelerated seven- 
week terms. 

Local students include: 

¢ Isabella Granara of 
Wilmington, Class of 2022 

e Brandon Cheng of 
Wilmington, Class of 2023 

"This semester, our stu- 
dents faced unprecedent- 
ed challenges due to the 
global pandemic," said 
Francesco C. Cesareo, 
Ph.D., president of As- 
sumption College. "Fol- 
lowing a rapid transition 
to remote learning, stu- 
dents adapted to the new 
form of education deliv- 
ery amid difficult cireum- 
stances. The Assumption 


community is proud of 
these students who, des- 
pite the distractions of 
the COVID-19 situation, 
were able to remain fo- 
cused and maintain a 
commitment to their aca- 
demic programs." 

An Assumption educa- 
tion prepares students to 
succeed in a continuous- 
ly changing world and 
for jobs that do not yet 
exist. Steeped-in the lib- 
eral arts tradition, stu- 
dents studying at As- 
sumption are exposed to 
a broad range of disci- 
plines in the humanities, 
sciences, and social sci- 
ences as they explore 
fundamental questions 
characteristic of the lib- 
eral arts, while also 
learning —best-practices 
and developing valuable 
communication and crit- 
ical-thinking skills, traits 
sought after by employ- 
ers in nearly every in- 
dustry. 

A combination of class- 
room theory and: hands- 
on learning through in- 
ternships, participation 
in community service, or 
one of the more than 60 


on-campus clubs and or- 
ganizations help stu- 
dents develop into lead- 
ers who will make a dif- 
ference in the. communi- 
ties in which they live 
and work. 

For more information, 
visit assumption.edu. 
Assumption University, 
founded in 1904 by the 
Augustinians of the As- 
sumption, is New. Eng- 
land's premier universi- 
ty for high-quality edu- 
cation, integrating ca- 
reer preparation and 
education of the whole 
person, drawing upon 
the best in the rich and 
centuries-long tradition 
of Catholic higher educa- 
tion. Assumption, locat- 
ed in Worcester, Massa- 
chusetts, seeks to pro- 
vide students with a 
transformative educa- 
tion that forms gradu- 
ates who possess critical 
intelligence, thoughtful 
citizenship, and compas- 
sionate service. 

For more information 
about Assumption Uni- 
versity, please visit www. 
assumption.edu. _ 


Tewksbury, Wilmington libraries to host 


author Robin Cook on Feb. 5 


Advertisement 
It’s Your Money 
by Todd Brisbois 


LOWERING AGI 


THIS YEAR CAN HELP 
TAXPAYERS WHEN THEY 
FILE NEXT YEAR 


A taxpayer’s adjusted gross income is one factor 
that determines how much tax they owe. Taxpayers 
who plan today can lower their AGI. 

Here are a couple things taxpayers can do now to 


lower their AGI: 


Know how adjusted gross income affects taxes 

A taxpayer’s AGI and tax rate are important 
factors in figuring their taxes. AGI is their income 
from all sources minus any adjustments or 
deductions to their income. Generally, the higher the 
AGI, the higher their tax rate, and the more tax they 
pay, Tax planning can include making changes 
during the year that can lower a taxpayer’s AGI. The 


taxpayer could: 


¢ Contribute to a Health Savings Account 
¢ Claim educator expenses if they’re a qualifying 


educator 


e Pay student loan interest 


e Save for retirement: contributing money to a 
retirement plan at work like a 401(k) plan, a 
traditional IRA plan or a self-employed SEP, 
SIMPLE, or other qualified plans are all 
retirement options that can lower AGI. 


Presented as a service to the community by 
Brisbois 
Capital Management, LLC 
11 Middlesex Ave, Suite 1, Wilmington, MA 01887 


888-680-6886 
www.BrisboisCapital.com 


Securities offered through Securities Service Network, Inc., 
Member FINRA/SIPC 


Office of Supervisory Jurisdiction: 
9729 Cogdill Rd, Suite 301, Knoxville, TN 37932, 865/777-4677 
Brisbois Capital Management, LLC, is a registered investment advisor 


TEWKSBURY — The 

Tewksbury Public Library 
and Wilmington Memorial 
Library have joined forces 
to host. bestselling author 
Robin Cook in conversation 
with Hank Phillippi Ryan 
on Friday, Feb. 5, 2021 at 7 
p.m. 
Cook will discuss his ac- 
claimed writing career, 
including his latest book — 
“Genesis” — in this Crowd- 
cast webinar. 

Space is limited. Regis- 
tration is required and 
can be found at www.tiny 
url.com/RobinandHank. 
While this virtual event is 
completely free, attendees 
can purchase an auto- 
graphed copy of the book 
to be shipped to their 
homes from the event’s 
bookstore partner — -Ha- 
ley Booksellers — before 
or after the event. 


Dr. Robin Cook is the au- 
thor of 37 worldwide best- 
sellers which have sold 
hundreds of millions of 
copies. Most of Dr. Cook’s 
books. explore various 
medical, ethical, and pub- 
lic policy issues and have 
included topics ranging 
from the supply of organs 
for transplantation (“Co- 
ma”) to medical nanotech- 
nology (“Nano”) and the 
spread of disease (“Out- 
break,” “Contagion,” “Pan- 
demic”). 

Dr. Cook's most recent 
book is “Genesis,” which 
deals with using ancestral 
DNA to aid forensics. 


There have also. been | 


almost a dozen theatrical 
movies, television movies, 
and mini-series made from 
Dr. Cook’s work. 
Recognition of Dr. Cook’s 
work includes a 1982 Dis- 


tinguished Alumni Award 
and the 2012 James McCo- 
naughy Award; both given 
by his alma mater Wes- 
leyan University, the 2002 
Author of Vision Award 
given by the RP Inter- 
national, and the 2014 
Literary Legend Award 
given, by the Florida Heri- 
tage Book Festival. 

In 2014, he was also the 
recipient of the first annu- 
al Robert B. Parker mys- 
tery writer’s award. In 
2004 he was appointed to 
the Board of Trustees of 
the Woodrow Wilson Cen- 
ter in Washington, D.C. by 
President George W. Bush. 

Dr. Cook divides his time 
between his home base in 
Naples, Florida, Water- 
ville Valley, New Hamp- 
shire, Martha's Vineyard 
in the summer, and Boston. 

This event is sponsored 


by a collection of North of 
Boston libraries, including 
the Memorial Hall Libra- 
ry in Andover, Billerica 
Public Library, Flint Me- 
morial Library in North 
Reading, Tewksbury Pub- 
lic Library, Wilmington 
Memorial Library, and 
Woburn Public Library, 
plus some additional Mas- 
sachusetts libraries. 

This event is a part of a 
series of virtual discus- 
sions with besfselling au- 
thors held this winter. The 
next event in the series 
features a discussion with 
former U.S. Secretary of 
Labor Robert Reich about 
his new book, “The Sys- 
tem: Who:Rigged It, How 
We Fix It,” in conversa- 
tion with Christopher Ly- 
don, host of WBUR’s Open 
Source podcast, on Thurs- 
day, Feb. 11, 2021 at 7 p.m. 


News and notes from WCTV 


Hello friends and neigh- 
bors! Here’s what’s going 
on at WCTV! 


WILDCAT SPORTS! 

Girls Basketball vs. Mel- 
rose: Saturday, Jan. 30 at 
1 p.m. (LIVE)WCTV Main 
Channel: Verizon 37, Com- 
cast 9. 

Boys Basketball vs. Wa- 
tertown: Saturday, Feb. 6 
at 1 p.m. (LIVE) WCTV 
Main Channel: Verizon 37, 
Comcast 9. 


WCTV and The 
Wilmington Memorial ' 


K 


Library present: 

The Last Duo: Guitarists 
and vocalists Dan Sirois 
and Greg Decoteau bring 
a full and exciting sound 
to the music of the 60's 
and 70's including songs 
by the Eagles, America, 
Van Morrison, the Beatles 
and more. Don't miss this 
exciting concert from the 
comfort of your home! 
View on line at WCTV.org 
Video on Demand. 


UPCOMING 
MEETINGS 


COVERED BY WCTV: 
4 


Finance Committee: Tues- 
day, Feb. 2 at 7 p.m. (LIVE) 
WCTYV Meetings channel: 
Verizon 38, Comcast 22. 

Conservation Commis- 
sion: Wednesday, Feb. 3 at 
7p.m. (LIVE) WCTV Meet- 
ings channel: Verizon 38, 
Comcast 22. 

Finance Committee: 
Thursday, Feb. 4 at 7 p.m. 
(LIVE). WCTV Meetings 
channel: Verizon 38, Com- 
cast 22. 

WCTV is located at: 10 
Waltham St., Wilmington 

Office Hours by Appoint- 
ment: (978) 657-4066 

“ 


Questions about WCTV? 
Contact info@wetv.org 


WCTV Channels: 

Public Channel: Verizon 
37, Comeast 9 

Meetings & Government: 
Verizon 38, Comcast 22 

Access: Verizon 39, Com- 
cast 99 

To watch programs On- 
Demand or for more infor- 
‘mation check us out at 
WCTV.org 

Follow us on Facebook: 
Wilmington Community 
Television 
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Paid family and medical leave benefit program 
launches for eligible workers in Massachusetts 


BOSTON — The Depart- 
ment of Family and Me- 
dical Leave (DFML) an- 
nounced that workers eli- 
gible for Paid Family and 
Medical Leave (PFML) 
may begin filing. certain 


benefit requests on Jan. 1,: 


2021, in accordance with 
legislation enacted in 2018. 

PFML provides tempo- 
rary income replacement 
to eligible workers. Start- 
ing January 1, 2021, work- 
ers can apply for leave for 
welcoming a new child 
into their family, for their 
own serious health condi- 
tion, and for certain mili- 
tary ‘considerations. Star- 
ting July 1, 2021, workers 
can apply for leave to 
care for an ill or ailing 
relative. 

The program, which is 
offered separately from 
the federal Family and 
Medical Leave Act and any 
employer-offered leave, 
provides up to 20 weeks of 
paid leave per benefit year 
to manage a serious per- 
sonal health condition, up 
to 12 weeks to care for a 
family member or to bond 
with a child, and up to 26 
weeks to care for a family 
member who is a member 
of the armed service. 

Beginning Jan. 1, 2021, 
Massachusetts workers can 
apply for: 

Medical leave due to their 
own serious health condi- 
tion. Workers may take up 
to 20 weeks per year of 
paid leave to manage a 
serious health condition. 

Family leave to bond 
with a child. Family leave 
can be taken by a parent 
or legal guardian to bond 
with a child during the 
first 12 months after the 
child’s ‘birth, adoption, or 
foster care placement. 
Eligibility for family leave 
used for bonding with a 
child is limited to the 
child’s parents or legal 
guardians, although cer- 
tain other family members 
may be eligible to take 
family leave for caring for 
a child that has a serious 
medical condition. Work- 
ers who are parents or le- 
gal guardians may take up 
to 12 weeks of family leave 
to bond with a child. The 
annual 12-week maximum 
remains the same even if 
multiple childbirths, adop- 
tions, or foster care place- 
ments occur in the same 
year. 

Family leave to.care for 
a family member with a 
serious health condition 
that relates to military 
service. Workers may take 
up to 26 weeks of family 


leave per year to care for 
a family member who is a 
current member of the 
Armed Forces, including 
the National Guard and 
Reserves, and who is: 

Undergoing medical 
treatment, recuperation, 
or therapy for a serious 
health condition that was 
received or- aggravated 
while the patient was de- 
ployed in a foreign country. 

Being treated as an out- 
patient for a serious health 
condition that was receiv- 
ed or aggravated while 
they were deployed in a 
foreign country. 

On the temporary dis- 
ability retired list for a 
serious injury or illness 
that happened while de- 
ployed in a foreign coun- 
try. 

On the temporary dis- 
ability retired list for a se- 
rious injury or illness that 
existed before the begin- 
ning of the member's ac- 
tive, duty and was aggra- 
vated by service while de- 
ployed in a foreign coun- 
try. 

Family leave to manage 
any needs that occur im- 
mediately after a family 
member is deployed in a 
foreign country or has 
been notified of an up- 
coming deployment in a 
foreign country. Workers 
may take up to 12 weeks of 
family leave per year to 
manage needs which may 
include: 

Caring for a deployed 
family member’s child or 
other family member im- 
mediately before their de- 
ployment. 

Making financial or le- 
gal arrangements for de- 
ployed family member. 

Attending counseling. 

Attending military events 
or ceremonies. 

Spending time with a 
deployed family member 
during a rest or recupera- 
tion period. 

Spending time with a fa- 
mily member when they 
return from deployment. 

Making necessary ar- 
rangements following the 
death of a family member 
who had been deployed. 

Beginning July 1, 2021 
Massachusetts workers can 
apply for: 

Care for a family mem- 
ber with a serious health 
condition. Workers may 
take up to 12 weeks of fam- 
ily leave per year to care 
for a family member with 
a serious health condition. 
For the purposes of family 
leave used to care for a 
family member, family 
members include spouses, 


domestic partners, chil- 
dren, parents, grandchil- 
dren, grandparents or sib- 
lings; spouses’ or domes- 
tic partners’ parents; and 
guardians who legally ac- 
ted as a parent when the 
worker is a minor. Work- 
ers can take paid family 
leave to care for a family 
member with a serious 
health condition regard- 
less of where the family 
member resides. 

How to Apply for Paid 
Family and Medical Leave 
at paidleave.mass.gov 


Timing 

Workers should _ give 
their employers at least 30 
days notice before begin- 
ning their application for 
paid leave. Applications 
for future paid leave may 
be made up to 60 calendar 
days in advance of the an- 
ticipated start date. Un- 
planned leave due to an 
emergency can be applied 
for retroactively up to 90 
calendar days after a 
worker has taken time off 
from the job. Workers 
should make every effort 
to schedule their leave for 
a time that will not dis- 
rupt the employer’s busi- 
ness. 


Documentation 

Workers will need to pro- 
vide or fill out the follow- 
ing documents as part of 
the leave application pro- 
cess: 

Proof of Identity. This is 
to double-check that work- 
er is eligible, and make 
sure the benefits are sent 
to the correct person. 

Certification of a Serious 
Health Condition form. 
This may be done in con- 
junction with a worker’s 
healthcare provider. Work- 
ers applying for family 
leave to bond with a child, 
or family leave to manage 
family affairs when a fam- 
ily member is deployed in 
a foreign country, do not 
need to fill out a Certifi- 
cation of a Serious Health 
Condition form. 

Current employer’s Fed- 
eral Employment Identi- 
fication Number (FEIN) 

A date when the worker 
informed the employer 
that he or she planned to 
apply for and take family 
or medical leave. (Work- 
ers filing for paid leave 
from multiple employers 
will need to fill out a sep- 
arate application for each 
individual employer). 


Benefit and Claim 
Information 
Workers may not be paid 


Bray named to President's List 
at Bentley University 


WALTHAM — Sara Bray 
is a senior at Bentley Uni- 
versity. This is her 3rd 
semester in a row on the 
President’s List. She is a 
2017 graduate of Austin 


Prep and lives in Wilming- 
ton. 

The President’s List is 
the highest distinction 
Bentley confers for aca- 
demic excellence in a sin- 


gle semester. Students 
must achieve a 3.7 grade 
point average with no 
grade below 3.0 to earn a 
place on the President’s 
List 


wages or salary or use 
paid sick or vacation time 
or other earned time off 
that covers the same peri- 
od for which the worker 
receives PFML benefits. 
Additionally, the amount 
a worker receives in paid 
leave benefits and the to- 
tal amount of leave he or 
she is eligible for may be 
reduced by any wage re- 
placement or disability 
program the worker is 
enrolled in or has used in 
the past, either through 
the government or through 
the employer. These in- 
clude: 
Unemployment insurance. 
Worker’s compensation. 
Social security. 
Temporary disability or 
paid family and medical 
leave benefits. 


Claim to Payment 

Estimated Timeline 
Worker completes Appli- 
cation on DFML website 


COMPETITIVEcdgé 


(20 minutes-1 hour). 

Employer responds to 
DFML’s Request for In- 
formation (1-10 business 
days). (It is in the work- 
er’s best interest to let the 
employer know that he or 
she is completing the ap- 
plication because it may 
speed up the process.) 
Employers have 10 busi- 
ness days to respond but 
may respond sooner. 

DFML reviews Applica- 
tion and makes claim de- 
termination (7-14 calen- 
dar days). Timelines are 
subject to the volume of 
claims received. 

DFML issues Payment to 
Worker (8-10 days after 
application review). It 
takes 3-5 days for the ven- 
dor to be established in 
MMARs for the first pay- 
ment, then another 5 days 
for the payment to be re- 
ceived. Timelines may dif- 
fer based on the payment 
method selected by the ap- 


REAL ESTATE SERWWCES 


Virtual or Live Tour 


a 


a 


TAVERN 


FIRE » FLAVOR « FRIENDS 


REDHEATTAVERN.COM 


Take-Out and Catering 


plicant. Direct deposit is 
the quickest payment op- 
tion. 

Employer participation 
in the claim approval pro- 
cess is important to ensure 
DFML has accurate and 
complete information about 
the application. Employ- 
ers may recommend to the 
DFML that a claim be re- 
jected if an employee has 
already used the maxi- 
mum amount of leave for 
the year or that informa- 
tion from the claim is 
missing, incorrect or frau- 
dulent. Employers may 
not recommend a claim be 
denied because of budget- 
ary, timing, or other cir- 
cumstantial reasons. 

For more information 
about eligibility, benefits, 
and how to apply, go to 
mass.gov/pfml. For multi- 
lingual support or if you 
have specific questions, 
call the PFML Contact 
Center at 1(833)344-7365. 


va diane LeBoeuf - Broker/Owner 


300 Lowell Street 
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Rep. Moulton 
backs new 
ALS legislation 


DANVERS — Before its 
adjournment to make way 
for the new U.S. Congress, 
one of the final statutory 
acts of the 116th Congress 
was to push through a leg- 
islative initiative that laun- 
ched four years ago in the 
living room of the late ALS 
advocate and St. John’s Prep 
graduate Pete Frates’ fami- 
ly home. 

The ALS Disability Insur- 
ance Access Act, signed into 
law last month, ensures that 
those diagnosed with the 
degenerative nerve disease 
can receive Social Security 
Insurance benefits immedi- 
ately, without having to en- 
dure a five-month waiting 
period. Under previous rules, 
individuals faced that -delay 
before their benefit payments 
could start, even after becom- 
ing disabled. 

“When our son Peter was 
diagnosed with ALS in 
2012, there were so many 
aspects of the fight against 
the disease that needed to 
be addressed and _ recti- 
fied,” said Nancy Frates of 
the need for the new law 
that her son backed until 
his death in December of 
2019. “The waiting period 
was meant to guard against 
a patient getting better 
and going back to work, 
which demonstrated a to- 
tal absence of knowledge 
about the disease. Along with 
Congressman Seth Moul- 
ton, Peter decided to shine 
a light on this cruel legisla- 
tion with a bill to waive the 
wait. His focus and deter- 
mination to right the many 
challenges in the ALS com- 
munity were sharpened on 
the athletic fields and in- 
side the school community 
at St. John’s. We are hon- 
ored that the collective push 
by patients, advocates, fa- 
milies, and legislators made 
this one-time dream a real- 
ity.” 

Frates, who sparked a 
cultural phenomenon by 
popularizing the Ice Bucket 
Challenge, died 19 days shy 
of his 35th birthday. The 


Middlesex Sheriff's Office holds Ask Me Anything session regarding vaccine 


BILLERICA — With 


COVID-19 vaccinations set 
to soon begin at the: Mid- 


Book Stew Review 


Beverly native was a 2003 
graduate of St. John’s. Fra- 
tes launched a campaign 
that went viral on social 
media during the summer 
of 2014, inspiring unprece- 
dented fundraising in search 
of a cure for amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, a progres- 
sive neurodegenerative dis- 
ease also known as Lou 
Gehrig’s disease. Multiple 
charitable initiatives in 
association with “Team 
Frate Train” and Pete Fra- 
tes #3 have raised more 
than $220 million world- 
wide. 

U.S. Rep Seth Moulton 
(D-MA) of Salem called 
the: measure “incredibly 
important for patients and 
families across the United 
States” at a press confer- 
ence with Frates detailing 
the proposed law on March 
4, 2017. The legislation ulti- 


mately enjoyed bipartisan 


support, with U.S. Rep Pe- 
ter King (R-NY) signing on 
as Moulton’s co-sponsor, 
while U.S. Sen. Sheldon 
Whitehouse (D-RI) and U.S. 
Sen. Tom Cotton (R-AR) 
partnered on the Senate 
version. 

ALS progresses at. differ- 
ent rates for each patient. 
Consequently, the prior 
five-month waiting period 


_ often delayed access to cri- 


tical financial resources 
for already-symptomatic 
patients unable to maintain 
employer-based health in- 
surance. The average dura- 
tion from ALS diagnosis to 
death is between two and 
five years. 

“(This) is a win. for my 
friend, Pete Frates, and 
every brave American who 
refuses to be silenced by 
ALS," Moulton said in a 
statement. “Nobody with 
ALS should have to wait for 
benefits that will help pro- 
long their lives and help 
their families focus on 


what matters. It has taken © 


a long time to get this bill 
across the finish line, but 
I’m so proud that we got 
this done.” 


dlesex Jail & House of Cor- 
rection, incarcerated indi- 
viduals had an opportuni- 


ie 


baie) Jan. 19, 2021. 


Dr. i ives Wurcel (left), Middlesex Sheriff Peter’. # 
J. Koutoujian and Dr. Kathryn Stephenson address ~ 
incarcerated individuals in the Housing Unit for 
Military Veterans (HUMV) at the Middlesex Jail 
. & House of Correction during an Ask Me Anything ~ 
session focused on the COVID-19 vaccine’ on 
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Capitol rampage, an insult 
to democracy and our people 


By PAUL J. ANDREWS 
andrews @massupt.org 
‘Mass. Ass’n. of School 
Superintendents 
Member of Board of 
. Winchester Hospital 


Americans can breathe 
easier today as the pres- 
sure cooker’ atmosphere 
in Washington is decreas- 
ing as the United States 
Capitol and the honorable 
majority of occupants of 
the building are able to 
see the national Congres- 
sional site they love and 
work to be repaired. Also, 
we have witnessed a very 
different Presidential In- 
auguration that went 
along in a-guarded atmos- 
phere that will be the col- 
umn topic next week. 

News photos and videos 
of the scene of the insur- 
rection are continual re- 
minders of this awful in- 
credible afternoon and 
early evening but for 
those inside the Capitol 
the mental anguish has 
left an indelible stain on 
the minds and hearts of 
the officials and staff who 
occupy that very special 
building. For most Ameri- 
cans who follow the news, 


Designated H.R. 1407 
when Moulton introduced it 
in the House, the ALS Disa- 
bility Insurance Access Act 
of 2019 began its bicameral 
journey on Feb. 22 of that 
year. The Senate Finance 
Committee discharged that 
body’s companion measure 


ty today to ask questions 
of infectious diseases doc- 
tors. 


the comments were often 
heard about why : there 
were not more defenses in 
place in security staff and 
equipment that awful af- 
ternoon when tragedy 
struck the Capitol. 

From my perspective, 
I have not heard any 
strong reasons as to why 
such defenses were not in 
place other than reported 
calls to agencies in DC for 
more support and people 
power that went unan- 
swered until early evening 
for a mid-afternoon event 
outside and inside the Ca- 
pitol. With that said, I am 
almost certain that we will 
find out the truth about 
this but long after the 
damage (physically and 
mentally) has been done. 


Testing focus 

still important 
For. some reason there 
seems to be a drop off of 
area residents seeking 
tests on their COVID-19 
status but alarm bells 
are going off on this is- 
sue as nothing has chan- 
ged in terms of the dead- 
ly virus. We also have seen 
that the State House offi- 
cials seem to be rolling 


(S.578) to the chamber for 
consideration on Dec. 2 of 
last year; it passed the same 
day. The full House signed 
off on the Senate version 
Dec. 8 and the bill became 
Public Law No: 116-250 on 
Dec. 22. 

“The passage of the ALS 


Middlesex Sheriff Peter 
J. Koutoujian and Doctors 
Alysse Wurcel (Tufts Medi- 
cal Center) and Kathryn 
Stephenson (Harvard Uni- 
versity) addressed incar- 
cerated individuals and 
took questions during Ask 
Me Anything (AMA) ses- 
sions on Tuesday, Jan. 
19. The questions asked — 
combined with feedback 
from a baseline survey 
conducted earlier this 
month — will be used to 
construct FAQ sheets and 
an informational video to 
be available throughout the 
facility. 

Results of the baseline 
survey released last week 
showed that approximate- 
ly 40 percent of incarcerat- 
ed respondents indicated 
they would want to receive 
the vaccine. 

“Today’s sessions were 


‘Ask Again, Yes’ by Mary Beth Keane 


By EILEEN 
MACDOUGALL 


One of those novels you 
just fall into immediately, 
this one centers around 


Want your 
opinion heard? 


We LOVE your letters! 
Send Letters to the Editor to: 


office@yourtowncrier.com. - 


All submissions must be accompanied by full name, 
address, and daytime contact information 
for verification purposes. 


Letters must be e-mailed by noon on Monday in order 


for consideration the same week’s edition. 


two families of NYPD offi- 
cers who leave the city for 
the suburbs and end up as 
next door neighbors, with 
remarkable and disas- 


_ trous consequences. 


Irish immigrant Francis 
Gleeson and his wife Lena 
have three daughters; Bri- 
an Stanhope and his wife 
Anne have a son, Peter. 
Peter and the youngest 
Gleeson daughter, Kate, 
are bound together from 
childhood — spoken fa- 
vorite of her father, and 
he, a prisoner of his men- 
tally ill mother's struggles 
and his father’s neglect. 

When they are in high 
school, Anne precipitates 


¥ 


a violent incident between.’ 


the neighbors, and Peter is 
abruptly cut off from his 
ally Kate, his father, and 
his mother, but is rescued 
by his loving uncle George, 
the hero of the tale. 

Later, when Peter and 
Kate reunite and marry, 
they endure struggles of 
their own. There's nothing 
here that doesn't or could- 
n't happen on your own 
block, which is a great 
part of the novel's appeal. 
It is told in straightfor- 
ward fashion, primarily 
by Peter, Lena, and Fran- 
cis, and when Anne's mis- 
sing voice enters, a circle 
is closed. 


8 


back some of the time- 
lines in terms of several 
facilities able to stay open 
a bit longer. 

News sources this week- 
end have also seen criti- 
cism of this perceived 
relaxation of the guide- 
lines, pointing out that 
this should not be the 
ease until the numbers 
reflect more of the popu- 
lation being vaccinated 
and the local virus count 
showing much more of a 
reduction than is the situ- 
ation at the current time. 

Again, a great credit to 
all officials in Town Crier 
land for providing the 
testing programs and 
staffing over this incredi- 
bly difficult period. 


Some final comments 

Some of the recent Mor- 
ning Pulse extractions 
you seem to enjoy begin 
with the following: Farm 
Bureau gives more that $5 
million to support local 
communities during CO- 
VID-19; Wanted: A farmer- 
successful organic farm 
in western Pa. is closing 
because no one wants to 
run it; Americans need to 
do a much better job of 


Disability Insurance Ac- 
cess Act (exemplifies) the 
resounding hope of the 
ALS community coming 
together in a united effort 
to make change," said 
Danielle Carnival, CEO of 
I AM ALS, in a release by 
Moulton’s office. "The com- 


an incredible opportunity 
for some of those in our 
custody to ask the experts 
questions about the vac- 
cine,” said Sheriff Koutou- 
jian. “It was abundantly 


‘clear from listening to the 


questions posed by the 
individuals that we met 
with today, that there is a 
great amount of interest in 
the vaccine. And while 
some have already made 
the decision to be vaccinat- 
ed, even more are open to 
doing so.” 

Questions asked today 
focused on a variety of top- 


ics including the develop- 


ment timeline, whether any 
immunity is garnered from 


Tewksbury 


learning about financial 
planning; The next zoom 
wants to. be nothing like 
the current ZOOM; Pen- 
sions should follow you 
from job to job; Consumer 
price index seen rising in 
December; Gold prices 
drop over four percent for 
biggest one day loss since 
November; Small busi- 
ness owners start 2021 
amid uncertainty; For 
bankers, 2020 was a bad 
year to have a good year; 
January is the new De- 
cember for charitable 
contributions: How to do- 
nate and spend with im- 
pact; Low housing interest 
rates make for a buyer’s 
market; Cash grants have 
a huge impact in a crisis; 
Companies expect corpo- 
rate giving to hold, in- 
crease for some in 2021; 
Stay mentally sharp as 
you age through exercise 
and a lively social life; 
Noise may up the chance 
of Alzheimer’s disease and 
Breakthrough medical de- 
vices to receive medicare 
coverage. 

NOTE: Feel free to send 
your suggestions or com- 
ments to andrews@mas- 
supt.org 


<A tireless advocate for 
ALS awareness and philan- ° 


‘| thropic efforts to support 
> research for a cure, the late 


Pete Frates was a driving 


= force behind ALS Disability 


Insurance Access Act, which 
recently became law. The St. 
John’s Prep graduate partici- 


| pated in the Ice Bucket Chal- 


lenge-at Fenway Park in 


} August 2014 accompanied by 


his brother, Andrew (kneel- 
ing), along with (second row, 


F=) left to right) his wife Julie, 


mother Nancy, father John, 


ee daughter Lucy, and sister 
| Jenn, as well as (background) 


Red Sox mascot Wally the 
Green Monster and then- 
Boston manager John Farrell. 


munity — its fierce advo- 
cates — drove this pro- 
gress forward and we will 
forever applaud their tena- 
city to change the course of 
history for those now and 
in future generations (by 
making) a real impact for 
people living with ALS.” 


the first shot, as well as 
whether individuals should 
continue to wear masks 
after being vaccinated. 

Under the Common- 
wealth’s vaccination plan, 
‘those living and working 
in congregate settings (in- 
cluding jails) may begin 
to be vaccinated this week. 

To date, the MSO has 
gone nearly four months 
without a positive COVID- 
19 test despite conducting 
over 160 tests amongst its 
incarcerated population 
during that timeframe. 

To learn more about the 
MSO’s COVID-19 response, 
please visit middlesexsher- 
iff.org/covid19. 
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Tim m OLzay shares his new story | 


By PAT BLAIS 


Former State Rep. Tim 
O’Leary would spurn any hero 
references, but a recent review 
of his new whodunit novel 
could just as aptly be summa- 
rizing the Wakefield resident’s 
story since his political col- 
lapse back in the early 1990s. 

“The hero is flawed - and 
that is just a fact. No apolo- 
gies, just a guy moving for- 
ward and taking advantage of 
his second chances,” wrote an 
anonymous Amazon reviewer 
in an online synopsis of Con- 
nor MacNeil, the fictional pro- 
tagonist in O’Leary’s second 
political thriller, “Robes”. 

A four-year state-represen- 
tative for citizens in Stoneham 
and Melrose before his convic- 
tion in 1991 on embezzlement, 
perjury, and campaign finance 
law violations, O’Leary isn’t 
one to shy from his past. 

And though recoiling at the 
idea of his story being one of 
redemption, his newest ven- 
ture asa mystery writer is all 
about taking advantage of the 
multitude of second chances 
given by those closest to him. 

“I don’t feel like I’ve done 
anything to redeem myself. It 
was the people around me who 
helped me get here,” the Wake- 


field resident said matter-of- 
factly of his long path towards 
rehabilitation. 

“T think of my wife, [Patri- 
cia O’Leary]. She could have 
easily said, ‘You’re out of 
here?” the’ one-time Melrose 
alderman continued. “I think 
of guys like Bernie Carey, [the 
executive director for the 
Mass. Association for Mental 
Health]. He hired me [back in 
1992], even knowing that I had 
gone off to the Billerica House 
of Corrections...So my road 
back was made so much eas- 
ier through the loyalty of my 
family and the kindness of 
other people.” 

O’Leary’s newest novel, 
‘Robes’, picks up on the adven- 
tures of protagonist Connor 
McNeil, who was first featured 
in his debut 2011 political in- 
trigue, “The Day Job”. 

Again drawing on his own 
experiences, particularly the 
emotions and warped thinking 
around his own secretive and 
futile efforts to cover up his 
own misdeeds decades earlier, 
O’Leary said his newest: work 
of fiction aims to illustrate that 
“robes neither make judges 
just, nor priests devout. They 
are garments signifying a pro- 
fession, and can be used to 
hide who and what the wearer 


is.” 

In the mystery, after a con- 
troversial judge is found mur- 
dered, the protagonist | is 
unwittingly pulled into a case 
reaching from the chambers 
of the Massachusetts Supreme 
Court, to the offices of the 
Archbishop of Boston, and to a 
mob boss in the back room of 
an auto body shop. 

“It’s the same main charac- 
ter and I repeat that back- 
story,” explained O’Leary. “I 
use my knowledge about the 
statehouse and about how 
things work there. Robes is a 
little different though, because 
I get into the church and the 
mob.” 

“The Day Job’ kind of 
wrote itself. But this one was 
much tougher,” added the au- 
thor, whose sequel touches 
upon money laundering and 
the criminal underworld. "My 
wife and I took several day 
trips to scout locations for crit- 
ical .scenes. One was the 
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery in 
Concord, and another was to 
the historic district in New 
Bedford.” 


A great fall and rebound 

A Watertown native who 
obtained his undergraduate 
and law degrees from Boston 
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College, O’Leary attributes 
his rise in Massachusetts pol- 
itics to his wife’s impulse to 
settle down close to her 
hometown of Malden. 

So it was that after spend- 
ing two years in California 
working on criminal appeals’ 
cases for the Golden State’s 
attorney general, ‘O’Leary 
and his spouse were both at- 
tracted to a modest home in 


Melrose in 1972. 
Soon after employed as an 
administrative division 


lawyer for former Mass. At- 
torney General Bob Quinn, 
the young O’Leary found him- 
self in 1974 stumping on the 
gubernatorial campaign trail 
for his old boss. 

Though Quinn ultimately 
lost the race to former Mass. 
Governor Michael Dukakis, 
O’Leary’s own star was on 
the rise in Melrose, where po- 
litical pundits took note of the 
attorney’s affable personality. 

Eventually, the lawyer, 
whose political rolodex filled 
out even more after he ac- 
cepted a job at UMass’s gen- 
eral counsel’s office, would 
become an alderman in Mel- 
rose for two-terms. 

Then in 1987, he was 
elected as state representative. 

It was a role that O’Leary 


‘ relished so much, he soon 


began neglecting his own law 
practice as the bills began 
stacking up. 

With his mortgage com- 
pany sending foreclosure no- 
tices, the new statehouse pol 
in a panic turned to one of his 
few law firm client’s escrow 
accounts. 
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TIM O’ LEARY v OF WAKEFIELD, FORMER STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE for Stoneham and Melrose, 
talks about his life and new novel. 


“I was so addicted to being 
a state rep. that I paid no at- 
tention to my law practice and 
wasn’t making the money I 
needed for living expenses,” 
recalled O’Leary. 

“I hate to use that word 
[addicted], because it sounds 
like I’m making excuses, but I 
was just so wrapped up in it,” 
he later said. “Nobody else 
did this to me. I did it. And 
I’m always very weary when I 
talk about my story that peo- 
ple will think I’m making ex- 
cuses...I’m not. I went to jail 
and I deserved it,” he elabo- 
rated. 


Sl Cae FU oak & Box Office News 


That terrible momentary 
lapse in judgement resulted in 
a nightmarish years-long 
scramble to cover-up the im- 
proper use. of clients’ home 
closing payments and the mis- 
use of political campaign 
funds. 

Estimating that he used at 
least $30,000 in campaign con- 
tributions to pay for personal 
expenses and cover the trail 
from his illicit use of legal ac- 
counts, all the while the state 
representative’s’ personal fi- 
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By JAKE COYLE 

AP Film Writer 

Ramin Bahrani, the 
Iranian-American _ film- 


maker, started out small, 
with the simple story of a 
pusheart vendor, a Pak- 
istani immigrant selling 
coffee and doughnuts in 
New York, in 2005's "Man 
Push Cart." In the years 
since, his films have 
steadily grown in scale and 
melodrama, but they've 
stayed resolutely within the 
gap separating rich and 
poor. 

Bahrani's last film, 
2014's "99 Homes" — a 
movie dedicated to Roger 
Ebert, who championed 
Bahrani's early work — 
plunged into the heart of 
the Great Recession in a 
damning economic parable 
of foreclosure in Florida, 
with a titanic performance 
by Michael Shannon as a 
predatory real-estate bro- 
ker, Bahrani's latest, the 
India-set "The White 
Tiger," is a step higher, still, 
in scope and vigor. 

"The White Tiger," which 
debuts Friday on Netflix, is 
the kind of widescreen epic 
of class struggle about an 
ambitious, cunning climber 
that has long been a rich do- 
main of movies. Bahrani 
may have begun as a neore- 
alist but "The White Tiger" 
finds him reaching for the 
Ae heights of "Goodfel- 

sn 

He doesn't get there. But 


In ‘The White Tiger,’ an epic for modern-day India 


EYE OF THE TIGER - 
Balram in a scene from the Netflix release 
"The White Tiger." Filmaker Bahrani, with 
Paolo Carnera's vivid cinematography, builds 
a dense, incisive film that nevertheless feels 
uneven in structure. 

(Tejinder Singh Khamkha/Netflix via AP) 


"The White Tiger," about a 


‘ loyal chauffer to a corrupt 


landlord in India, is an én- 
grossing tale of servant and 
master that makes a dy- 
namic portrait of the world's 
largest democracy, and the 
caste system that divides it. 
The film faithfully. and af- 
fectionately adapts Aravind 
Adiga's 2008 Booker Prize- 
winning novel, a book that — 
since Bahrani and Adiga are 
longtime friends — was dedi- 


Ce ee 


ot 


Adarsh Gourav as 


cated to Bahrani. We first 
meet Balram Halwai (Adarsh 
Gouray), as he sits in regal 
costume, in the back of a car 
speeding through Delhi in 
2007 on a joyride cut short 
when a child walks into the 
road. It's a misleading open- 
ing; Balram is the driver, and 
we'll later learn it's his boss, 
Ashok (Rajkummar Rao), 
behind the wheel and Ashok's 


Movie TO B-2 


Hi NewsHow 


RECIPE 


STEPS 

1. Heat tortillas as di- 
rected on package. 

2. Meanwhile, spray 10-’ 
inch skillet with cooking 
spray; heat over medium 
heat. Cook. mushrooms 
and onion in skillet about 
4 minutes, stirring fre- 
quently, until onion is 
crisp-tender. Stir in beans; 


Movie 
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wife, Pinky (Priyanka Chopra 
Jonas) in the front.seat. 
Bahrani will return to this 
moment but not before a 
lengthy flashback that runs at 
least half of the film. Balram 
comes from the poor village 
of Laxmangarh, where his 
prospects are dim. With an 
ingratiating smile and some 
pandering, he convinces a 
wealthy landlord known as 
the Stork (Mahesh Man- 
jrekar) to take him on as a 
driver. Balram narrates 
along the way, sharing his 
strategy for advancement 
while selling his story as re- 
flecting a much-needed rebel- 
lion for India's millions of 
poor. They are psychologi- 
cally locked in a rooster coop, 
he says, too timid to rebel de- 
spite knowing their fate. 
"Don't believe for a second 
there's a million-rupee game 


IT’S A WRAP - Black hens mushrooms, spinach , ° 1/2 cup shredded 
leaves and Cheddar cheese find themselves tasty and # teduced-fat Cheddar 
nutrient-rich partners in this quick wrap sandwich. 


heat through. Stir in 
spinach; remove from 
heat. 

3. Divide bean mixture 
among tortillas. Sprinkle 
with cheese. Fold one end 
of each tortilla up about 1 
inch over filling; fold right 
and left sides over folded 
end, overlapping. Fold re- 
maining end down. 


show you can win to get out of 
it," says Balram. 

It's a pointed jab. at the 
best picture-winning "Slum- 
dog Millionaire," a movie that 
— like "The White Tiger" — 
cast a bright. spotlight on 
India's underclass, but one 
that offered a more fantasti- 
cal vision of escape. "The 
White Tiger," it could be ar- 
gued, isn't so different as an 
against-the-odds success 
story. If "Slumdog" gave us 
the musical version of upris- 
ing in India, "The White 
Tiger" instead filters modern 
India through a crime drama 
like "Scarface." 

But "The White Tiger" 
more rigorously examines 
and subverts Hollywood (and 
Bollywood) stereotypes of In- 
dian life. Balram, a self-made 
hero, capable of ruthlessness 
and selfishness, is a more 
complicated protagonist, wor- 
thy of empathy and scorn. In 
"The White Tiger," he repre- 
sents India's future. 


‘ I (6 to 8 inch) 


i © 1 can (15 oz) black 
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BEAN AND VEGGIE 


Ingredients 


¢ 4 fat-free flour ori 


 ° 2 cups sliced fresh 
mushrooms (5 0z) 

' ® 1 medium onion, cut 
i ‘lengthwise in half, then 
f cut crosswise into thin — 
1 Slices 


beans, drained, rinsed 


® 4 cups fresh spinach 
leaves 


_ (2 oz) 


EXPERT TIPS 
Check the nutrient tally 
on this sandwich and re- 
cieve a pleasant report. 
Prewashed spinach 
sold in bags in your super- 
market’s produce depart- 
ment makes this wrap 


super easy. 


"The Indian entrepreneur 
has to be straight and 
crooked, mocking and believ- 
ing, sly and sincere, all at the 
same time," he says. 

Bahrani, with Paolo Carn- 
era's vivid cinematography, 
builds a dense, incisive film 
that nevertheless feels un- 
even in structure. The movie 
is so invested in the mentality 
of the slave-master relation- 
ship between Balram and 
Ashok, the landlord's hipster 
son, that it overwhelms. Al- 
most as soon as Balram, 
through bloodshed and 
Machiavellian guile, achieves 
independence, "The White 
Tiger" is wrapping up. Maybe 
it's too American a thing to 
say, but it skips over the best 
part. 

"The White Tiger," a Net- 
flix release, is rated R by the 
Motion Picture Association of 
America for language, vio- 
lence and sexual material. 
Running time: 125 minutes. 
Three stars out of four. 


SEIU Local 888. Compl 
available online at www. 


fied applicants must possess a valid MA dri- 
ver’s license and must be capable of 
moderate to heavy physical activity for ex- 


tended periods of time. 


Salary range is $19.73/hr. — $25.06/hr. 
Daily Work Schedule to Be Defined After 
Union Posting Process 
00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


Please submit a completed application, cover 
letter and resume online or to Human Re- 
sources, Town of Winchester, 71 Mount Ver- 
non Street, Winchester MA 01890, no later 


All School Vacations 7 


than Monday, February 


The Town of Winchester is an equal opportunity employer. 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER 


(Full-time 40 hours) 


The Town of Winchester seeks qualified can- 
didates for a full-time Custodian position avail- 
able at the Department of Public Works, 
School Dept. This is a union position under the 


dian 1-SC7 


ete job description is 
winchester.us. Quali- 


8, 2021. 


Small Ads 
Bring. Big 
Results... 
Place Your 
Job Mart 
Ad Here and 
Get the Help 
You Need!!! 
Call the 


Dailp 
Cimes 
Chronicle 


781- 
933-3700 


Cleaning by Simone 
| will keep your home or office 
clean! Satisfaction guarantee! 
Good Ref. Resp. & Honest! Free 
Est. 617-930-1164, 781-935-5729 


Home 


Improvement 


HOUSE DOCTORS 
Handyman Professional Home Im- 
provements / Repairs. Ins / Bonded, 
lic.# 158222. Housedoctors.com 
781-944-7081 


Manny & Son Painting 
Interior/Exterior Wallpaper Removal 
Free Est. Low Rates 
Over 37 Yrs. Experience 
781-932-8299 


Wanted to Buy 


FREON WANTED: 

We pay $$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com 


SMALL ADS... BRING 
BIG RESULTS! 


ANTIQUES TO 
COLLECTIBLES 
Antig., furn., glass, _ orientals, 
paintings, jewelry, sterling, 1 pc - 
entire contents. No obligation. W. 
White Jr. 781-933-1258 


Real Estate 


Wanted 


All Run Down Homes 
Wanted for demo or’ rehab. Cash 
buyer, builder. 978-851-4851 


WILMINGTON - Storefront (s) 
SQ. ONE PLAZA - 2 Lowell St. 
2 NEW Renovated Spaces 
1,068 s.f. @ $1,800 / month 
Call 978-815-4116 
NortheasternDevelopment.com 
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O’Leary 
from page B-1 


nancial woes only deepened. 

“I was so afraid people like my wife would 
find out, that people would find out all my se- 
crets. I was getting foreclosure notices on my 
house and rushing home to get the mail before 
my wife got home,” the Boston College alum- 
nus recounted. 

“I kept on saying to myself, ‘Okay, I’m hold- 
ing $5,000 for a closing in a month, so I can use 
that to pay off the mortgage. Then in another 
month, I’d have to move another $5,000 to cover 
that,” he added. 

By 1991, the whole Ponzi-like scam came 
crashing down as authorities began investigat- 
ing the state representative. 

Before being officially charged, O’Leary re- 
solved to kill himself, and after leaving a note 
explaining his plan to his wife and children, he 
took off on a cross-country trek that brought 
him to the West Coast and back east by West 
Virginia. 

Though making a half-hearted suicide at- 
tempt, the politician eventually realized how 
crazy his plan was. However, he still thought 
he had no-one to turn to and nowhere to go. 

Believing during that 10-day run that his 
family and close friends were about to disown 
him, what the politician didn’t know was that 
those same people were tracing his gasoline 
purchases with a credit card in a desperate at- 
tempt to save his life. 

For years after West Virginia police man- 
aged to locate the politician and convince him 
to return to his family, O’Leary continually 
found himself shocked by that spirit of forgive- 
ness, 

“T loved the job of being state rep. But that 
was the worst four years of my life. It could 
have been the best, but I damn near destroyed 
my marriage and family,” he said. 

“The people of Melrose and Stoneham were 


just extraordinarily kind. Everyone knew I. 


messed up, but I never got the kind of backlash 
I was so terrified of. People came up to me 
and said, ‘just keep your head up.’...I know 
everyone gets support from their family, but 


mine just went above.and beyond.” 


Loosely based on true events 

For -the scandalized politician, who 
emerged from. the Billerica House of Correc- 
tions nearly three decades ago in debt and 
deeply ashamed of his actions, writing an un- 
published autobiography of sorts proved 
cathartic. 

Distressed by the thought of someone find- 
ing that first tome, which he dubbed “Sullivan’s 
Time”, O’Leary would trash that 700-page 
manuscript after stashing it in his attic of his 
former Melrose home. 

- But nearly two decades after his release 
from jail, when the: then 65-year-old mental 
health advocate began flirting with the idea of 
writing fiction, he again decided to stick with 
parts of his own story. 

So emerged Connor McNeil, the main pro- 
tagonist of his first book, “The Day Job”. 

In the self-published novel, McNeill, a dis- 
barred lawyer and former state representative, 
is fresh out of jail and unemployed when he 
stumbles across an opportunity todo some po- 
litical opposition research on the state’s popu- 
lar governor. 

The protagonist ultimately unearths evi- 
dence that the state’s chief executive, a former 
professional football star, is a hibernating se- 
rial killer. 

O’Leary once completing his jail sentence 
in October of 1992 began working for the Mas- 
sachusetts Association for Mental Health, 
where he often talked to others about his his- 
tory of depression and suicidal thinking. 

He ultimately became the deputy director 
of the non-profit agency, before retiring after a 
23-years career. Selling his home in Melrose 
and briefly living in Cape Cod after his retire- 
ment, he and his wife of 53 years, Patricia, 
moved to Wakefield in order to be closer to 
their children and grandchildren. 

Both “Robes” and O’Leary’s first novel can 
be purchased on Amazon in both paperback 
and e-reader versions. The mystery novels can 
also be purchased at the Book Oasis in Stone- 
ham Square at 311 Main St. 
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e MIDDLESEX EAST 
SPORTS WEEKLY TRIVIA: 
Who caught Tom Brady’s 
first career NF'L touchdown 
pass back in 2001 with the Pa- 
triots? 

Answer appears below: 


Even officials having to 
adjust during Covid sports 

High school athletes, 
coaches, athletic directors 
are all trying to adapt during 
this athletic season with 
many changes to the rules in 
the sports that they are play- 
ing, coaching and adminis- 
trating. But, what about the 
officials that need to work 
these games? 

“The first game, between 
the hand whistle, mask, rule 
changes, I felt like I had 
never ref’d before,” said local 
basketball official SCOTT 
ALMEIDA, a Reading resi- 
dent. “It took a few games to 
feel comfortable. The rule 
changes are all relatively 
minor and easy to adapt to.” 

Almeida is among the top 
Officials in the state. He’s 
“reffed” Division 1 state fi- 
nals at the DCU Center as 
well as top prep school tour- 
nament games. So he’s been 
around the block, so to 
speak. 

A few rule adaptations 
that are coming easier for 
him, and the other officials 
as the season goes on like, no 
in-bound plays from under 
the basket, free throws lane 
limitations, and giving a 
player six feet, instead of 
three, when inbounding the 
ball, are starting to be the 
new norm in high school 
games. 

Almeida misses the 
crowd, but in some cases, 
doesn’t miss the crowd. He 
also feels it really shouldn’t 
be up to the officials to police 


the __ players 
their masks. 

“I don’t miss the parents 
that like to ‘help’ the officials, 
but do miss the atmosphere,” 
said Almeida. “Games feel 
like scrimmages at times. 

“AD’s have done a great 
job with site administration 
to make the environment as 
safe as possible,” he went 
on. “I have had a couple of 
school administrators. that 
felt we should do a better job 
enforcing that players keep 
their masks up over their 
noses. I feel like that should 
be more the coach’s respon- 
sibility.” 

Officials now must come 
dressed to the game, since 
there is not an officials’ 
changing room, area, ete. 
where they could take a 
shower after the game. But a 
plus is there is definitely less 
traffic so getting to the game 
in time is not as challenging. 

“Overall, I’m glad I chose 
to officiate this season and 
not opt out,” said Almeida. 
“But, the big thing is, I’m 
glad the players (especially 
the seniors) and coaches 
have been able to have some 
type of season, even if it’s 
only 10-12 games.” 


wearing 


Junior hockey league 
takes to bubble in Tampa 

Hub City Tampa provided 
the setting for the United 
States Premier Hockey 
League (USPHL) All-Star 
Game Event, held over two 
days on Sunday and Monday, 
Jan. 17-18. There were four 
total games played in the Na- 
tional Collegiate Develop- 
ment Conference (NCDC) , 
USPHL Premier and USPHL 
Elite, the latter two levels 
seeing their first-ever All- 
Star games. 

More than 40 NCAA Divi- 


sion 1 commitments and six 
players listed on the most re- 
cent NHL Central Scouting 
Players To Watch list were 
part of the event at the 
NCDC level on Monday. 

It has come to this, even 
for junior hockey, during this 
pandemic that many teams 
went down to Tampa begin- 
ning on Jan. 4 to play in their 
version of a bubble for six 
weeks. 

Local skaters MICHAEL 
MARTIGNETTI and LUKE 
MIX of Winchester, along 
with DANNY WOODS and 
RYAN BARRETT of Wilm- 
ington played for Team 
American (representing the 
New England Division and 
some Mid-Atlantic teams) in 
the Premier Hub City All- 
Star game in Tampa. 

Team American earned 
the 7-3 win. Woods, of the 
Northern Cyclones, was the 
leading scorer the game with 
2 goals and 1 assist. 

Burlington’s RYAN 
O’HALLORAN is playing for 
the New Hampshire Jr. Mon- 
archs’ NCDC team. He has a 
scoring line of 5-2-7 in 28 
games so far. O'Halloran had 
his most recent goal in last 
Wednesday’s 6-5 win over 
Boston Advantage at Ad- 
ventHealth Center Ice Rink 
in Tampa. 

The USPHL is partnering 
with Saddlebrook Resort 
(“Saddlebrook”), a multi-di- 
mensional Tampa Resort and 
Conference Center, and Ad- 
ventHealth Center Ice, a 
state-of-the-art 4-sheet, full- 


ve Athletes 9 
* & Activities * 7 
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service ice hockey facility, to 
provide teams an environ- 
ment to-execute high-perfor- 
mance training and 
competition. 


Need help with this week’s 
trivia question: The receiver 
in question was drafted in the 
first round (seventh overall) 
in the 1996 NFL Draft. 


MASCAC update on Fall 
in Spring competition 

The Massachusetts State 
Collegiate Athletic Confer- 
ence (MASCAC) announced 
last Friday that the eight 
MASCAC Presidents made 
the difficult decision to can- 
cel the fall in spring semester 
athletic conference competi- 
tion, including all indoor and 
outdoor athletic conference 
competition. The decision 
ends the possibility of resum- 
ing the fall conference com- 
petition during the spring of 
2021 but will allow fall and 
winter student-athletes train- 
ing opportunities. While 
there will not be a conference 
schedule for MASCAC fall 
sports, member institutions 
will be allowed to schedule 
fall sport non-conference 
games at their discretion. 

Although fall MASCAC 
competition has been can- 
celed, the state universities 
will continue to provide stu- 
dent-athletes with on-cam- 
pus, in-person practices, 
conditioning, and training 
opportunities during the 
spring semester in order to 
support their physical and 


mental well-being. These 
practice and training oppor- 
tunities will not use a year of 
NCAA Eligibility and will be 
done in compliance with 
campus, state and federal 
COVID guidance and proto- 
cols. 

The MASCAC Presidents 
are hopeful that a spring 
sports season will occur and 
plan to announce their deci- 
sion in February. 

“We are disappointed con- 
ference competition couldn’t 
be provided for our fall stu- 
dent-athletes in the spring,” 
said MASCAC Commissioner 
Angela Baumann. “We are 
still creating plans to play the 
spring sports season and are 
hopeful we will be able to 
provide those student-ath- 
letes an athletic experience.” 

Throughout the 2020-21 ac- 
ademic year, the MASCAC 
will be celebrating its’ 50th 
anniversary with special fea- 
tures, facts and trivia com- 
memorating the event. Over 
the academic year, the con- 
ference will be highlighting 
the student-athletes, teams, 
coaches, and administrators 
from the last 50 years. 


NCAA Division 1 men’s 
hockey tournament will be 
seeded differently 

BU was the last Division 1 
men’s hockey team to get its 
season started when the Ter- 
riers took to the ice on Jan. 8 
at Walter Brown Arena 
against Providence. 

As in other college sports, 
there surely will be a wide 
variance in number of games 
played this season, by design 
or because of virus out- 
breaks. Some college hockey 
teams already have played a 
dozen. Many are not playing 
non-conference games. 
Those factors mess up the 


metrics used to determine 
the 10 at-large spots in the 16- 
team NCAA Tournament. 

Instead of relying on the 
objectivity of the computer- 
based Pairwise rankings, the 
Division 1 ice hockey com- 
mittee members will have to 
go old school and hash it out 
among themselves. 

In the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference, the six 
Ivy League members along 
with Union College and RPI 
opted out for the season. 
That leaves Clarkson, Col- 
gate, St. Lawrence and Quin- 
nipiac. 

Another league, Atlantic 
Hockey, has had 22 of its first 
81 games canceled or post- 
poned. 

The National Collegiate 
Hockey Conference had its 
eight teams gather for 21 
days in Omaha, Nebraska, 
last month. All players, staff 
and officials had to stay in 
what was called the pod, 
meaning Baxter Arena and 
their nearby hotel. There was 
regular COVID-19 testing and 
other precautions were 
taken, and all 38 of the sched- 
uled games were played. 

“It’s going to be an aster- 
isk year in college hockey, no 
doubt about it,” said Division 
1 ice hockey committee 
member Mike Kemp. 


Answer to this week’s 
question: Terry Glenn caught 
Tom Brady’s first NFL ca- 
reer TD pass in a game 
against the San Diego Charg- 
ers on Oct. 14, 2001. 


¢ DO YOU KNOW SOME- 
THING WE DON’T? If you 
have information about a 
local athlete that you would 
like to see appear in this col- 
umn, please email it to 
sports @dailytimesinc.com. 


e Real Estate Transfers e 


BURLINGTON 
171 Bedford St was sold to Hazel Real Es- 
tate LLC by AMJ Investments LLC 
for $1,000,000 on 01/05/21 
94 Center St was sold to Filikov, Anton by 
Paige, John M for $443,000 on 01/06/21 
10 Marjorie Rd was sold to Damaso, Sean 
and Damaso, Kristen by 16 Dorothy Avenue 
LLC for $1,203,000 on 01/06/21 
39 Mill St was sold to Jamgochian, Ruth P 
and Jamgochian, John C by Duffy, Timothy 
P for $550,000 on 01/05/21 
2 Paulson Dr was sold to Pape, Mary and 
Pape, Robert L by 3 Holly Street LLC 
for $1,280,000 on 01/07/21 
59 Peach Orchard Rd was sold to Rigby, 
William G and Rigby, Paula A by Rigby, 
Mary T for $450,000 on 01/08/21 
6 Sumner St was sold to Goel, Rakesh by 
Justinger Diane E Est and Sacco, Tracy J 
for $650,000 on 01/05/21 
NORTH READING 
414 Park St was sold to Rahaghi, Farbod 
N by Shaw, Frederick for $830,000 on 
12/30/20 
3 Tarbox Ln was sold to Pinkney-Rainey, 
David and Rainey, Carrie A by US Bank NA 
Tr for $1,200,000 on 12/29/20 
14 Winter St was sold to Lahiri, Arindam 
and Niyogi, Sayantanee by Tarr, Catherine 
L and Tarr, Kenneth L for $555,000 on 
12/30/20 
11 Burditt Rd was sold to Marulli, Janelle 
R by Schubert, Jacqueline M and JCG In- 
vestments LLC for $720,000 on 01/07/21 
1 Greenbriar Dr #305 was'sold to Miedico, 
Aurise M by Partners Ltd RT and Caggiano, 
Benjamin J for $262,500 on 01/04/21 
6 Harvest Ln was sold to Keone-Sugai, 
Nicholas and Browning-Kamins, Jenna by 
Merullo, Anthony S and Merullo, Leanne M 
for $743,500 on 01/08/21 
230 Martins Lndg #4406 was sold to Aman- 
tini FT and Sun, Nancy by Pulte Hm Of New 
Eng LLC for $493,285 on 01/04/21 
READING 
36 Augustus Ct #1012 was sold to Yu, Ray- 
mond and Leung, Helen by Rogers, Sheila 
M for $420,000 on 01/08/21 
27 Bainbridge Rd was sold to Harren, 
Daniel and Harren, Allison by Roman Cath 
Archb Of for $675,000 on 01/05/21 
32 Eastway was sold to Squeglia, William 
P and Squeglia, Rosemarie by Coray, 
Richard A and Toscano-Coray, Rita for 
$890,000 on 01/05/21 
15 Evergreen Rd was sold to Griffin, 
Thomas and Griffin, Jennifer by Boudreau, 
Charles P and Boudreau, Heather A for 
$800,000 on 01/08/21 
168 Green St was sold to CA LLC by Har- 
ren, Daniel and Harren, Allison for $453,000 
on 01/04/21 
88 Green St #88 was sold to Shibata, 
Masayoshi and Shibata, Mitsuko by Arbor- 
green Inc for $40,000 on 01/05/21 
1505 Main St was sold to Cleary, Devin and 
Machado, Camilo by Armor Development 
LLC for $985,000 on 01/07/21 
STONEHAM 
15 Broadway was sold to Dellaria, Jeremy 
by Marlene Mimmo LT and Mimmo, Mar- 
lene for $629,400 on 01/08/21 
8 Congress St was sold to Krueger, Ryan 
C and Osullivan, Taylor A by Howe, Michael 
for $575,900 on 01/08/21 
200 Fellsview Ter #201 was sold to Pe- 
tersen, Joseph by Scoppa, Bruno V and 
Scoppa, Karen E for $230,000 on 01/04/21 
8 Lucy St was sold to Underwood&Beacon 


— 


LLC by Vroom John H Est and Chingris, 
Gretchen A for $300,000 on 01/04/21 

151 Main St was sold to Stoneham Ven- 
tures LLC by Focus Realty Group LLC 
for $1,520,000 on 01/07/21 

68 Main St #21C was sold to Humber, 
Nadiyah J and Carroll, Jeremy M by Wood 
RT and Russell, Linda W for $315,000 on 
01/05/21 
_ 22-24 Marble St was sold to Aprile, Stephen 
by Giacobelli, Robert for $670,000 on 01/06/21 

100 Park Terrace Dr #158 was sold to 
Macina, Monica by Daniels-Enos, Jennifer 
for $350,000 on 01/04/21 

28 Washington St was sold to Onedean LLC 
by Morong, Daniel J and Morong, Leigh 
for $755,000 on 01/08/21 

TEWKSBURY 

40 Overlook Dr was sold to Aprile, Christo- 
pher E and Aprile, Kelly A by Larson, 
Daniel and Zukowski, Kerrie for $519,900 on 
12/30/20 

126 Patrick Rd #126 was sold to Comeau, 
Janna and Santino-Luiso, James by Cow- 
perthwaite, Jane for $300,000 on 12/30/20 

60 Ronald Dr was sold to Daly, Robert and 
Daly, Cheryl by Waible, Patricia and Waible, 
Joseph A for $515,000 on 12/30/20 

36 Yorkshire Drive Ext #36 was sold to Lee, 
Kyung W and Yang, Soyeon by Patel, Sagar 
for $580,000 on 12/30/20 

91 Heidenrich Dr was sold to Goldenberg, 
Vlad and Li, Carmen by Nunes, Jenny M 
and Nunes, Frank M for $662,000 on 01/08/21 

55 Oak St was sold to Clough, Kevin by 
Marlow, Weston A for $491,000 on 01/06/21 

54 Patten Rd was sold to Eustis, Kim M by 
Obrien, Matthew R for $487,000 on 01/04/21 

1668 Shawsheen St was sold to. Self Re- 
aliance Prop LLC by 1650 RT and Monoxe- 
los, James for $4,447,000 on 01/04/21 

667 Whipple Rd was sold to Shabo, George 
R and Shabo, Sarah A by Mullane Construc- 
tion LLC for $600,000 on 01/04/21 

WAKEFIELD 

6 Nelly St was sold to Nelly Street NT and 
Pourshadi, Majid by Chisholm, Craig E for 
$720,000 on 12/30/20 

3 Richardson St #C1 was sold to Morrison, 


Chelsea by Kozachuk, William R and © 


Kozachuk, Staci L for $290,000 on 12/30/20 

22 Robert St was sold to Irwin, Rachel S 
and Irwin, Brett P by Feinberg, Margaret J 
for $570,000 on 12/30/20 

248 Albion St #235 was sold to Hunjan, 
Karan and Hunjan, Sneha by Prois, Steven 
for $520,501 on 01/05/21 

38 Bennett St #3D was sold to Cresta- 
Devine, Belinda by Colarusso, Robin A 
for $275,000 on 01/08/21 

34 Curtis St was sold to Neal, Justin F and 
Neal, Sarah J by M A Pirrello Contracting 
for $1,180,000 on 01/07/21 

251 Nahant St was sold to HB Develop- 
ment Corp by Studio RT and Zagaria, 
Pasquale for $275,000 on 01/06/21 

10 Otis St was sold to Murphy, Christopher 
J by Stickney FT and Covell, Linda M or 
$475,000 on 01/08/21 

123 Pleasant St was sold to Nascimento- 
Sanderson, R D by Ditonno, John P and Di- 
tonno, Mary C for $580,000 on 01/08/21 

27 Warren Ave was sold to Voss, Jon R and 
Voss, Patricia by Andrews, Donald L and 
Andrews, Katelyn R for $510,000 on 01/05/21 

Water St #53BB was sold to Ulwick, 
Stephen by CA INT and Cornier, Yvon for 
$25,000 on 01/08/21 

Water St #53BD was sold to Ulwick, 
Stephen by CA INT and_ Cornier, 


Yvon for $25,000 on 01/08/21 
WILMINGTON 

195 Salem St #2107 was sold to Aleo, Faye 
by Guerra, Marlene for $449,900 on 12/29/20 

2 Tomahawk Dr was sold to Dalessandro, 
Elaine M andf Dalessandro, James:J by 
Naranjo, Monica for $775,000 on 12/30/20 

844 Woburn St was sold to Atlantic Oliver 
844 Wobrn by 844 Woburn Street LLC for 
$12,670,248 on 12/31/20 

16 Bay St was sold to Espinola, Rui by 
Ram, Beera and Badwal, Mohinder for 
$475,000 on 01/08/21 

74 Church St was sold to Dobbert, Sirrah 
and Dobbert, Ryan by Reichert Church LLC 
for $612,500 on 01/04/21 

8 Fairview Ave was sold to Lucien, 
Jouselie by Hogan, Shaylin and Hogan, 
Benjamin for $420,000 on 01/07/21 

152 Faulkner Ave was sold to Fernandes, 
Ana and Tucker, Edward B by Rugg, Bren- 
nan E and Giallorenzo, Joan for $549,900 on 
01/08/21 

29 Hobson Ave was sold to Melaragni, 
Michael K and Macneill, William by Leone, 
Salvatore S for $340,000 on 01/06/21 

1-A Kendall St was sold to Krevat, Andrew 
R and Krevat, Angelika by Issa, Fahd I 
and Fahd-Issa, Nadaa for $755,000 on 
01/05/21 

23 Marion St was sold to Capotosto, Joseph 
R and Capotosto, Erin K by Dicarlo, 
Thomas V and Dicarlo, Erin S for $612,000 
on 01/04/21 

353 Middlesex Ave was sold to Atlantic 
Oliver 353 Middl by A&G Events LLC 
for $4,800,000 on 01/08/21 

WINCHESTER 

4 Ardley Pl was sold to Nierenberg, David 
R and Nierenberg, Kara K by 4 Ardley LLC 
for $1,990,000 on 01/06/21 

33 Canterbury Rd was sold to Olson, 
Crispin N and Olson, Emma by Kneebone, 
Robb and Mccarron, Kerry for $992,000 on 
01/08/21 

6 Edward Dr was sold to Stankowicz, 
James M and Stankowicz, Sarah J by Yao, 
Yao and Zhao, Enhao for $1,255,000 on 
01/07/21 

9 Fletcher St was sold to Tahnk, Joseph C 
and Tahnk, Stephanie A by JTA RT and 
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Tahnk, Jeanne for $1,000,000 on 01/07/21 

129 Sylvester Ave was sold to Sykes, Emile 
C and Omaille, Niamh by Aufiero, William 
R and Aufiero, Jenna A for $879,000 on 
01/07/21 

WOBURN 

1 Oregon Ave #3 was sold to Maimaiti- 
sidike, Hairensha and Kawasaier, Wayiti by 
Beauchamp 1-3 Or Ave NT and Logan, Kath- 
leen B for $470,000 on 12/24/20 

345 Place Ln #345 was sold to Barbato, 
Ernest A and Barbato, Rhonda J by 
Lindquist, Constance W for $390,000 on 
12/30/20 

35 Prospect St #211 was sold to Zahir, 
Dorothy A by Oconnell, Joseph for $215,000 
on 12/29/20 

364 Russell St was sold to Meier, David R 
and Travers, Taylor A by Funari, Donald for 
$535,000 on 12/30/20 

41 Atlantic Ave was sold to Atlantic Oliver 
41 Atlant by Atlantic Ave Assoc Inc 
for $5,000,000 on 01/08/21 

19 Fairway Dr was sold to Lu, Hongjian 
and Li, Yuexian by Nijssen RT and Nijssen, 
Carole G for $870,900 on 01/08/21 

2 Inwood Dr #3009 was sold to Mastroto- 
taro, Daniel J by 3T Realty Corp 
for $589,000 on 01/08/21 

1 Jefferson Ct was sold to Garozzo, An- 
drew J and Garozzo, Elena R by Davis, 
Davon and Davis, Kayla L or $536,000 on 
01/07/21 

357 Lexington St was sold to Chuong, Cun 
Land Ngo, Vo H by Lexington Street RT and 
Leblanc, Deborah for $525,000 on 01/05/21 

LYNNFIELD 

31 Bishops Ln was sold to Pace, Nicholas 
J and Paca, Amanda J by Bishops 31 RT 
and Sutera, Vincent A for $1,100,001 on 
01/04/21 

37 Doncaster Cir was sold to Ramaraj, 
Sivaprakasam and Thangavel, Anitha by 
Voro, Robert S for $630,000 on 01/08/21 

7 Orchard Ln was sold to Keighley, Kim- 
berly and Oconnor, Seab by Merle, Gale A 
for $1,277,000 on 01/05/21 

722 Salem St was sold to Tauro, David C 
by Correia, Donna M and Correia, Joseph 
for $1,005,000 on 01/07/21 
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he Tewksbury Police Log 


Police warned about possible drug deal; nothing found 


Monday, January 18 


12:16 a.m. - Caller repor- 
ted an erratic driver at 
Livingston Street. Police 
sent and made a motor ve- 
hicle stop. Vehicle parked 
at the owners residence. 


1:07 a.m. - Caller report- 
ed a suspicious semi park- 
ed on Poplar Street. Po- 
lice sent. Semi was mak- 
ing a delivery to #100 at 8 
a.m. and parked and rest- 
ing until then. 


1:26 p.m. - Caller reported 
that his. grandmother at 
Carnation Drive has been 
receiving calls from a male 
party claiming he's an 
attorney. The party was 
looking for money. The cal- 
ler wanted to speak to an of- 
ficer. Officer filed a report. 


2:04 p.m. - Police sent to 
Oakdale Mall to speak to 
parties who were making 
them feel uncomfortable. 


ee 
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Police spoke to the parties 
and cleared. 


9:08 p.m. - Caller report- 
ed about 50 cars behind 
Jon Ryan’s Pub doing burn 
outs in the parking lot. 
Police sent. There was not 
50 cars there doing burn- 
outs, but will stay in area. 


Tuesday, January 19 


8:02 a.m. - Management 
reported homeless individ- 
uals living in makeshift 
tents behind the Market 
Basket North. Police sent 
to check the area. A simi- 
lar complaint has recently 
come in, although the tents 
were in Lowell. The tent 
was vacant. 


2:31 p.m. - A 911 caller 
stated a motor vehicle 
parked near the caller’s 
home and his following 
him at Delaney Drive. Of- 
ficer spoke to party. The 
vehicle was not the one he 


thought it was. 


3:50 p.m. - A vehicle was 
in the parking lot at Oak- 
dale Mall with a flat tire 
and damage. Police sent. 
Operator checked out. 


8:05 p.m. - Caller report- 
ed suspicious activity in- 
volving a brown Honda 
civic and a silver 4-door 
sedan at Radcliff Road. 
Caller believed they were 
dealing drugs as he can 
smell narcotics coming 
from the vehicles and they 
frequently drive up to dif- 
ferent cars throughout the 
night. The vehicles have 
since left the area but the 
caller requested an area 
check. Police sent to con- 
duct an area check, noth- 
ing suspicious found. 


Wednesday, January 20 
10:49 a.m. - Caller reported 


navy SUV has been parked 
at the bottom of the circle a 


- Wilmington Police Log 


few times a week the past 
few weeks with a woman 
inside it at Darlene Circle. 
Police sent. Party was a vis- 
iting nurse and she was 
resting in between appts. 


8:49 p.m. - Caller report- 
ed an ongoing noise issue 
with her neighbors at Plea- 
sant Street. Police -sent. 
Officer filed a report. 


Thursday, January 21 


2:11 a.m. - Caller received 
threatening text from a 
friend and was concerned 
for her well being at Ames 
Hill Drive, Officer filed a 
report. 


10:57 a.m. - Caller report- 
ed his landlord was at 
North Street ruining his 
yard. Police sent and filed 
a report. 


3:46 p.m. - Caller at Ad- 
vanced Surgical Associates 
reported a possible drunk- 


Woman arrested for OUI-liquor, second offense 


Friday, January 15: 


7:54 a.m.: The driver of a 
blue 2020 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee was given a writ- 
ten warning at Shawsheen 
Avenue and Manning 
Street for causing grid- 
lock. 


8:27 a.m.: A resident on 
Pilling Road reported a 
dog attacked a rabbit. An 
Animal Control Officer 
later removed the rabbit. 


1:01 p.m.: A gray 2002 
Toyota Tacoma and a 
white 2019 Ford Transit 
were involved in a two-car 
motor vehicle collision at 
the Lowell Street and I-93 
Northbound, Exit 38 ramp. 
Both vehicles were towed 
and the Fire Department 
transported one. 


Saturday, January 16: 


1:05 a.m.: Chazz Adam 
Rossman-Chnioui, 1100G 
Spring Valley Dr, Ando- 
ver and Thomas M. Morse, 
28 Sunerest Road, Ando- 
ver were summonsed for 


Possession of Liquor for 
Person Under 21. They 
were discovered while 
police were investigating 
a suspicious vehicle at 
Ristuccia Arena. Respon- 
sible parties came and 
took the two home. 


4:03 p.m.: A black 2019 
Nissan Rogue and a white 
2021 RAM Chassis belong- 
ing to FedEx were in- 
volved in a two-car motor 
vehicle crash on Ballard- 
vale Street. Caller stated 
the involved party was 
giving him a hard time 
about exchanging infor- 
mation, but ultimately did 
so. 


11:38 p.m.: A caller on 
Pembroke Street reported 
a dark SUV parked in the 
cul-de-sac for half an hour. 
The vehicle left before the 
police could be dispatch- 
ed. 


Sunday, January 17: 


11:29 a.m.: Ebony Ivory 
Monteiro, 801 Tremont St., 
Apt #406, Boston was is- 
sued a summons for Un- 


licensed Operation of a 
Motor Vehicle, No or Ex- 
pired Inspection/Sticker 
and Obstructed/Nontrans- 
parent Window. The gray 
2005 Nissan Murano was 
towed from the Heavenly 
Donuts on Main Street. 


12:31 p,m.: A caller re- 
ported an erratic driver at 
Lowell and Main Streets. 
The operator ran the light 
at Lowell and West Streets, 
passing and almost hit- 
ting vehicles in the oppo- 
site travel lane. The vehi- 
cle was. described as a 
gray hatchback style and 
was last seen making a 
right onto Main Street. 
Police were unable to 
locate. 


8:19 p.m.: Amy C. Spen- 
cer, 90 Wilmington Road, 
Burlington, was summon- 
sed for Unlicensed Opera- 
tion of a Motor Vehicle, No 
or Expired Inspection/ 
Sticker, and Motor Vehicle 
Lights Violation. Her black 
2013 Kia Forte was stopped 
on Burlington Avenue and 
taken home by a licensed 
operator. 
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9:55 p.m.: Sara J. Bro- 
thers, 21 Hickory Lane, 
Tewksbury, was arrested 
for OUI-Liquor (2nd Of- 
fense), Resisting Arrest, 
Possession of an open 
Container of Alcohol in a 
Motor Vehicle, and Mark- 
ed Lanes Violation. The 
gray 2020 Lincoln Corsair 
was stopped at Main Street 
and Pine Avenue. 


Monday, January 18: 


2:59 p.m.: A walk-in par- 
ty claimed their car was 
hit by another vehicle in 
the Dollar Tree parking 
lot on Main Street. The 
other party called, report- 
ing vehicle damage. Police 
went to view damage and 
facilitate information ex- 
change. 


3:47 p.m.: Management 
at K1 Speed on Fordham 
Road called regarding an 
intoxicated male who tried 
to put an employee in a 
chokehold over a refund 
dispute. The man, describ- 
ed as white with black hair 
and a blue sweatshirt, was 
last seen outside in the 
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en male heading south on 
Main Street. Police sent 
but the vehicle was gone on 
arrival. 


8:59 p.m. - Personal care 
attendant at Pondview 
Lane received threatening 
texts from another employ- 
ee. Officer filed a review. 


Friday, January 22 


1:26 p.m. - Caller stated 
that her Snapchat > has 
been hacked and _ that 
someone was downloading 
the pictures that she has 
saved at Merrimack Mea- 
dows Lane. Police sent. 


1:37 p.m. - Female caller 
reported a male party 
going door to door stating 
he was from National Grid 
Electric at Elm Street. 
Police sent. Officers check- 
ed the area, reported gone 
on arrival. 


2:24 p.m. - Manager from 
the Walmart requested as- 
sistance with two male 
customers who entered 
the store refusing to wear 
a mask. Officer sent. They 
spoke with the parties who 
put. a mask on then left. 


parking lot. The police 
served the man with a no 
trespass order. 


6:18 p.m.: A gray 2020 
GMC Canyon was involved 
in a hit and run with an- 
other vehicle at the in- 
tersection of West Street 
and Lowell Street. Police 
were on the lookout for a 
white car with possible 
passenger side damage, 
possibly heading toward 
Reading. Reading Police 
found nothing. 


Tuesday, January 19: 


11:38 a.m.: A deceased 
possum was removed from 
Chestnut Street and Na- 
vajo Drive. 


3:26 p.m.: A two-car mo- 
tor vehicle crash occurred 
near Champion’s Choice 
on Main Street between a 
white 2013 Nissan Rogue 
and a white 2018 RAM 
ProMaster. No injuries 
were reported and no air- 
bags deployed. 


3:46 p.m.: A caller on 
King Street reported his 
vehicle was egged in his 
driveway overnight. He did 
not request an officer view 
it, but did want the inci- 
dent logged. 


Wednesday, January 20: 


5 p.m.: The owner of a 
gray 2017 Toyota Camry 
SE reported that her vehi- 
cle was egged sometime 
between 12 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
today on Broad Street. 


6:52 p.m.: A female re- 
ported an aggressive male 
driver exited his vehicle 
and took a photo of her 
license plate and started 
yelling at her while at a red 


HOME NEWS HERE.COM 


Saturday, January 23 


2:42 a.m. - Caller report- 
ed a vehicle that has been 
running in the parking lot 
for two hours at Holiday 
Inn.. Police responding. 
Owner moved vehicle. Ap- 
pears to be an oversight. 


9:19 a.m. - Male caller 
reported his girlfriend 
slashed his tires sometime 
last night at Motel 6. Po- 
lice sent. Officer filed a re- 
port. 


Sunday, January 24 


6:46 a.m. - Front desk 
requesting officers to re- 
spond to Motel 6 room for 
being loud and not re- 
sponding to any phone 
calls. Police sent. Parties 
have left. 


7:08 a.m. - Lowell Police 
Department advised they 
have an off duty officer out 
with a female party who 
states she was involved in 
an assault inside a motor 
vehicle at Andover Street. 
Police sent. They trans- 
ported the female to the 
females address in Lowell. 
Police filed a report. 


light on Lowell Street and 
West Street. Police spoke to 
the male party who stated 
the female cut him off as 
she exited the highway. 
The male party admitted 
his mistake. Police then 
spoke with the female on 
Horseshoe Lane who ad- 
mitted she may have cut 
him off. The female did not 
wish the incident to go any 
further. 


Thursday, January 21: 


3:34 a.m.: Suspicious ac- 
tivity was investigated at 
the MBTA North Wilming- 
ton Parking Lot. A white 
2015 Toyota Camry SE was 
parked with an individual 
sleeping inside. The party, 
who is homeless, will stay 
until morning and then 
move. 


4:54 p.m.: Police checked 
on a disabled LTR bus on 
Main Street that was pul- 
led over and letting people 
off. The bus was awaiting 
a tow and another bus was 
en route. 


5:14 p.m.: A resident on 
Boutwell Street reported 
his granite post was struck 
and knocked over. 


9:34 p.m.: A red 2012 
Dodge Ram 150 was re- 
portedly speeding up and 
down North Street. Police 
spoke with the reporting 
party who stated the truck 
had a light bar under the 
tailgate and a loud ex- 
haust. Another officer had 
the vehicle stopped at 
Clark Street and Washing- 
ton Avenue. The operator 
stated he has a friend on 
North Street with whom 
he is currently not getting 
along. He was advised and 
apologized. 


Get pizza, 
support the library 


Support the Friends of 
the Tewksbury Public Li- 
brary with takeout from 
Papa Gino's on Wednes- 
day Feb. 17 from 4 - 9 p.m. 
at the Oakdale Mall, 1900 
Main St. 


To ensure the Friends re- 
ceive credit, please remem- 
ber when you order by 
phone or in person to men- 
tion the library fundraiser. 

If you order online, please 
use CODE 19 


clean those nasty gutters. Get down off the ladder 
and call the pros! They'll do it for you! 
We’re are fully licensed and insured with the cer- 


Like the paint we put on... 
WE’RE HERE TO STAY! 
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ALL INCLUSIVE OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 
Large second-floor office space in the heart of Wilmington with easy access to The Commuter Rail and 
minutes from all major highways. This space would be ideal for professionals or for a smail business as it 
Can be split up among colleagues or rented as a whole unit. 


SIMPLE 
PAINTING CO. 
¢ Commercial 
¢ Residential 
e Interior 
e Exterior 


* Entire Second Floor 

* 2,500 S.F. 

+ 5 Private Offices 

« Large Private Conference Room 

* Two Private Bathrooms 

* First Floor Shared Kitchen 

First Floor Shared Conference Room 
* Back Stairwell for Private Access 

* Partially Furnished 

¢ Heat and Electricity Included 

* Landscaping and Snow Removal included 
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20 MIDDLESEX AVENUE 
“VISIT NORTHEASTERNDEVELOPMENT.COM/RENTALS FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded 


Delivered to 
Wilmington or Tewksbury 


$75 
per year 
Elsewhere else $90 a year 


ORDER ON LINE AT: 
www.HomeNewsHere.com 


Looking for reprints of 
Town Crier photos? 


Check our photographers’ websites. 


Here to stay! 
Serving Wilmington 
& Surrounding Communities 


978-658-7577 


www.cookssimplepainting.com 


Under each photo by our photographers is a photo credit. 2s | 
Bruce Hilliard uses BruceHilliard.com 
Joe Brown uses joebrownphotos.com 
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School Committee voted last Wednesday night for WHS Athletics to resume 


School Officials hit the play button 


By LIZZY HILL 
News Correspondent 
office @yourtowncrier.com 

WILMINGTON -- A late 
addition to the 
Superintendent’s Report 
for the School Committee 
meeting last Wednesday 
night allowed the commit- 
tee to vote to allow sports 
participation for 
Wilmington High School 
remote learners. 

On Saturday, January 


16th, Brand sent a letter ° 


to the community stating 
that four Wilmington 
schools, including the 
high school, would be 


Fitzler 
bounces 
back with 
superb 
outing 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 

WILMINGTON - Sitting 
on a chair, upset at him- 
self and his performance 
after giving up five goals 
to a talented Burlington 
squad, Alex Fitzler got 
some words of encourage- 
ment from his friend and 
senior goalie partner Sam 
Cedrone. Then as he was 
walking out the door, 
heading to his car, head 
coach Steve Scanlon 
stopped Fitzler in his 
tracks. and told him ‘to 
keep his head up, it's one 
game and more impor- 
tantly his first game in 
over a year. 

That was. back. on 
January 9th, which was 
the first start of the sea- 
son for Fitzler. It was also 
his first start in almost 
two years, dating back to 
when he was a sophomore 
and he was inbetween the 
pipes for the team's two 
state tournament games, 
a win over Wakefield 
before losing to 


switched to remote learn- 
ing until January 29th. 
The following day, he 
decided to put high school 
athletics on pause for two 
weeks, and. Athletic 
Director Mia Muzio sent 
her own letter informing 
the public of that deci- 
sion. 

Just four/five days after 
those letters were sent 
out, Brand gave a presen- 
tation to the Board 
Members asking to press 
the play button on athlet- 
ics. Later on in the meet- 
ing’ that was granted as 
the board voted unani- 


mously to allow athletics 
to resume despite the four 
schools in remote learn- 
ing. 

The next day, the stu- 
dent-athletes at WHS 
were back practicing 
while the members of the 


‘co-ed swim team were 


allowed to participate in 
their meet, 

Brand began his presen- 
tation with some recent 
numbers of positives and 
quarantines in 
Wilmington sports teams 
from the winter season. 
So far, he said that there 
have been 11 positive 


cases and 53 close con- 
tacts, with 25 of those 
close contacts happening 
on two separate occa- 
sions. 

There have been three 
teams with positive cases 
and four teams who had 
to quarantine, and one of 
those four has quaran- 
tined twice. These were 
the boys varsity hockey, 
girls varsity hockey, JVA 
boys basketball, and JVB 
boys basketball teams. 

He then listed examples 
of surrounding districts 
that have changed learn- 
ing models to remote and 


Wilmington High senior Alex Fiitzler was superb in the net on Saturday, helping the 
Wildcats pick up their first win of the season, a 3-1 decision over Melrose. 


Masconomet. 

This past Saturday, 
Fitzler got his second 
start of the season. After 
waiting 14 days between 
starts, and thinking about 


that first game, the senior _ 


was nothing short of spec- 


tacular in the team's 3-1 
win over Melrose. He 
stopped 25-of-26 shots, 
including four coming on 
a power play just three 
minutes into the game 
before making a magnifi- 
cent one with about four 


(photo by Bob DeChiara). 


minutes left of a two-goal 
game. 

"Fitzler was awesome," 
said Scanlon. "He was 
very athletic and he made 
some outstanding saves. 
He was much better with 
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the status of their sports. 
Arlington, Lexington, 
Peabody, Saugus, and 
Watertown were named as 
districts that continued to 
participate in sports 
through their time of 
remote learning. The 
towns that paused athlet- 
ics while school was fully 
remote were Danvers, 
North Andover, Reading, 
and Stoneham. 

Brand shared a state- 
ment from Athletic 
Director Mia Muzzio, 
which read, “Athletics are 
so much more than the 
ability to compete—par- 


ticipation is part of the 
educational experience.” 
Knowing that COVID-19 
cases in athletes have 
gone up, she still recom- 
mended that sports par- 
ticipation continue, except 
for the teams in quaran- 
tine, while WHS is remote. 
Brand went on to say 
that MIAA and DESE 
guidance suggests that 
athletics be suspended 
when a school changes 
from hybrid to remote 
learning. However, he told 
the committee that they 
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Wildcats overtake 
Melrose, get 
into win column 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
WILMINGTON - Starting 
the season out with an 0-2- 
1 record and then going 
four days without a prac- 
tice due to the short pause 
of all athletics, the 
Wilmington High School 
boys hockey team really 
needed and wanted to beat 
league rival Melrose at 
home on Saturday. after- 

noon. 


Just 2:32 into the game, . 


things looked bleak for the 
‘Cats who took two penal- 
ties. Melrose scored one 
goal on the two-man 
advantage and after set- 
tling down a bit and play- 
ing their game, _ the 
Wildcats rallied back and 
scored the game's, next 
three goals to come away 
with a solid 3-1 victory. 

"It was good to get the 
win and good to get a cou- 
ple of goals," said head 
coach Steve Scanlon. "We 
had some overhandling of 
the puck and then early 
penalties (hurt us). The 
shooting difference came 
on penalties. They had a 
shot ~ edge basically 
because of power plays. 
(Brenden Fennell) No. 17 


is a really strong player. 
That was a great goal that 
he scored. Overall, we'll 
take this win, move on and 
try to get the next one." 

After last year's season 
ended, it was thought that 
this would be a monumen- 
tal season for Melrose, but 
before the season and 
since it started, the Red 
Raiders lost five players 
due to transferring to 
Juniors or other schools, 
leaving the team with less 
depth. However, the team 
still has plenty of size and 
several snipers, including 
Fennell, who got things 
rolling for the visitors 
with the power play goal 
as he came off the right 
point and fired a wrist 
shot to the top left hand 
corner. 

Still on the power play, 
Melrose managed to move 
the puck around very well 
and put four shots on net, 
all turned away from sen- 
ior goalie Alex Fitzler, 
who was extremely sharp, 
agile and overall terrific 
in this one, stopping 25-of- 
26 shots on the night. 

His effort along with his 
teammates staying out of 
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Basketball team on the verge of getting one 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

WILMINGTON -.A cold 
shooting third quarter 
cost the Wilmington High 
Boys Basketball team on 
Saturday afternoon, as 
they came up just short of 
picking up their first win 
of the season, suffering a 
70-65 loss to Middlesex 
League Freedom Division 


rival Melrose at the 
Lawrence H. Cushing 
Gymnasium. 

The Wildcats (0-5), 


played what may have 
been their best game of 
the season to this point, 
leading 16-15 at the end of 
the first quarter and 34-32 
at the half. But they were 
outscored 16-9 in the third 
quarter and never recov- 
ered, despite rallying in 
the fourth quarter. 

"The shots just weren't 
falling for us in the third 
quarter," Wildcats coach 
Dennis Ingram said. "It 
was a good game, but we 
just came up a little short. 
We came back towards 
the end, and I feel like we 
just ran out of time." 

While he was happy with 
the way his team finished 
up the game, Ingram also 
knows: his team must 
reverse the trend of start- 
ing slow coming out of 
halftime, which has been 
abbreviated this season 
due to COVID  precau- 
tions. 


t 


"The last. couple of 
games we have struggled 
in the third quarter, so we 
are going to have to make 
some adjustments," 
Ingram said. "We are 
used to the ten or 12 
minute half, and now it 
just two minutes, so we 
need to do something as 
coaches to try and adjust 
to that." 

Junior guard Tommy 
Mallinson led the way for 
the Wildcats with 17 
points, while fellow junior 
Tyler Rourke chipped in 
with 12 and junior Will 
Doucette had 11.’ Senior 
DJ Ricupero added six 
points, on a pair of three 
pointers in the fourth 
quarter. 

Along with the well bal- 
anced __ scoring, the 
Wildcats also got multiple 
strong rebounding efforts, 
with senior Jimmy 
McCarron. and juniors 
Gavin Erickson and Luke 
Murphy grabbing seven 
boards each. 

"It feels like the guys are 
getting a lot more com- 
fortable in their roles and 
a lot of them are playing 
very well," Ingram said. 
"I feel like these guys are 
really close: Of course, 
we want to win, but I can't 
tell you how great it is for 
these kids to be in these 
games and being competi- 
tive. 

"We feel like we let one 
slip away,.so we know we 


have'to play better for the 
full 32 minutes, but we 
also feel like we are very 
close. They are giving it 
everything they have. The 
last two weeks of practice 
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have been great. The 
focus is there and the last 
two weeks of practice 
have been great. They 
really want to improve 
and it is translating .into 


the games." 

The Wildcats will be 
back in action = on 
Saturday when they travel 
to Wakefield for a 
rematch with the Red 


Raiders. at 11:00 am, 
before returning home to 
host Wakefield next 
Wednesday afternoon at 
3:45 pm in a makeup 
game. 


Wilmington High’s William Stuart drives to the basket during Saturday’s home boys basketball game against 


Melrose. 
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By DAN ZIMMERMAN 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

BYFIELD/WILMING- 
TON -- The Governor’s 
Academy athletics , mis- 
sion statement, found on 
the school’s webpage, 
partly reads, “And they 
play in front of a commu- 
nity full of friends, par- 
ents, faculty, and staff 
who will always stand up 
and cheer for them.” 

Well said, certainly, but 
the individual who crafted 
these words could never 
have known what was in 
store for organized athlet- 
ics during most of 2020, 
and now into 2021, includ- 
ing a total lack of specta- 
tors and_ abbreviated, 
diluted campaigns. 

As the Coronavirus pan- 
demic rages on and con- 
tinues to wreak havoc on 
athletic programs 
throughout Massachusetts 
and beyond, those partici- 
pants fortunate enough to 
step on courts or skate 
across ice surfaces, press 
on in hopes of a brighter 
future. 

“Our hope is to play at 
least a ten-game season,” 
said Jillian Fisher, an ice 
hockey defenseman with 
Governor’s Academy, 
which the students have 
affectionately dubbed 
Govs. “Right now, we’re 
just facing teams within 
the ISL (Independent 
School League). But there 
are a lot of factors that go 
into whether we play or 
not. We all get tested for 
the virus before each 
game and if a positive 
turns up, we are not able 
to play.” 

“We test on Wednesdays 
and the hope is that 
everything works out and 
we’re able to play the 
same opponent twice that 
weekend, on Friday night 


and then again. on 
Saturday morning,” said 
teammate Maura 


Bin, 


so 


Fiorenza, 17, who along 
with Fisher and Alex 
Lavigne, make up a trio of 
Wilmington natives who 
currently skate for the 
Cardinals. 

Governor’s Academy is a 
private boarding and day 
school located — thirty- 
miles north of Boston, 
nestled on more than 400 


acres in Byfield, which is 
a village of Newbury. The 
school was established in 
1763 by Governor William 
Dummer and draws stu- 
dents from throughout the 
world. 

Athletically, Governor’s 
Academy competes within 
the 16-team ISL and is a 
member of the New 
England Prep School 
Athletic Conference 
(NEPSAC). The Cardinals 
participate in 18 sports, 
including highly success- 
ful boy’s and girl’s hockey 
programs. 

“We’ve had a number of 
really talented athletes 
play for us here at 
Governors Academy,” 
said Athletic Director and 
girl’s ice hockey coach 
Claudia Barcomb, who 
won a national champi- 
onship in 1999 as a captain 
with Harvard. “Former 
Olympian Alex Carpenter 
was here about ten years 
ago and BC’s Kate Leary 
is a Governor’s alum, We 
have a beautiful campus 
and our programs, both 
academic and _ athletic, 
are topnotch.” 

Ice hockey was one of 
the primary reasons 
behind Fiorenza’s deci- 
sion to enroll with 
Governor’s Academy. 

“T played a lot of hockey 
growing up and many of 
my friends were going to 
prep schools,” said the 
junior defenseman, who 
got her. start’ with 
Wilmington Youth Hockey 
and later moved on to the 
North Shore Vipers. “I 
heard a lot of good things 
about Govs and Coach 
Barcomb helped me make 
the decision. I spoke with 
her and my advisor a 
great deal which was 
helpful.” 

“We have a video of 
Maura playing hockey on 
our website that 
Governor’s issued,” said 
Barcomb. “Maura is the 


highlight of that film. She 
is so eager and a joy to 
coach. She’s like a sponge 
and wants to absorb as 
much as she can. I know 
she’s thinking about col- 
lege and I have no doubt 
she’ll do her homework 
and choose the school that 
has the right fit, both aca- 
demically and athletical- 
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Making their mark at Governor's Academy 


Wilmington residents Maura va tae ae Fisher and Alex LaVigne 


ly.” 

Jillian Fisher, who would 
be considered a late 
bloomer because she did- 

n’t start skating until she 
was eight, took an inter- 
esting detour before 
reaching Governor’s 
Academy. The three-sport 
athlete, who also partici- 
pates in varsity soccer 
and track, actually 
repeated her freshman 
year and is currently an 
eighteen-year-old junior. 

“During my first fresh- 
man year, I attended 
school at Austin Prep and 
later repeated as a fresh- 
man at Govs,” said Fisher, 
who was part of the AP 
squad that finished the 
2019-20 regular season 
with a perfect 23-0 mark 
but fell short in the states. 
“It was definitely harder, 
entering a school with an 
accelerated curriculum 
but I always wanted to 
attend a boarding school 
and sports-wise, it was a 
better fit for me.” 

“Jillian is a tough, solid 
defenseman,” said 
Barcomb, who acknowl- 
edged the ironic coinci- 


dence that all three of her 


Wilmington-based _ath- 
letes are _ blue-liners. 
“She’s a vocal leader and 
is not afraid to share her 
knowledge with the other 
kids. Her confidence is 
unmatched and she han- 
dles constructive criti- 
cism, using it as an oppor- 
tunity to build and 
improve.” 

Along with -ice hockey, 
Fisher competes for the 
Cardinals’ track .team, 
specializing in the 100 and 
200-meter sprints. But her 
number one is soccer and 
she is headstrong about 
playing in the college 
ranks. Barecomb suspects 
Fisher will find success in 
this respect, describing 
her as “very, very fast.” 

Alex Lavigne, 14, has a 
bright future ahead with 


Left, Maura Fiorenza, above Jillian Fisher and to the 
right Alex LaVigne, all Wilmington residents and mem- 
bers of the Governor Academy girls’ hockey team. 
(courtesy photos). 


Governor’s Academy. 
Recruited by Barcomb 
last year and entering the 
school this past fall, this 
freshman promises _ to 
play an important defen- 
sive role. 

“We played Nobles yes- 
terday and they’re one of 
the best teams in the 


races 


ENTLESS. 
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From left, Wilmington residents Jillian Fisher, Maura Fiorenza and Alex LaVigne, all 
friends and teammates of the Governor’s Academy om hockey team this season. 


league,” said Lavigne, 
who sharpened her skills 
with Wilmington Youth 
Hockey before moving up 
to the Wizards and later, 
the Islanders. “We rolled 


six defensemen and I was 
one of them so I got plen- 
ty of ice time. Both the 
girls from Wilmington, 
Maura and Jill, have been 
mentors to me. And Coach 
Claudia has worked with 
me one-on-one and I’m 
noticing the improve- 
ment. We are a great 


hockey family.” 

“Alex is a tough defense- 
man and seldom lets any- 
one skate past her,” said 
Barcomb. “She has good 
hands and can shoot the 


puck.” 

While many hockey pro- 
grams in Greater Boston 
have already played sev- 
eral games, Governor’s 
Academy is. late to the 
party, due to a number of 
delays and league-related 
restrictions. But 
Barcomb, in the midst of 
a rebuilding phase, is 
pleased with the hockey 
she has seen thus far and 
like her players; glad to 
back on the ice. 


(courtesy photo). 


“On Wednesday, when I 
told the girls that our first 
contest would be with 
Nobles; arguably the best 
team in New England, 
they had a ‘can’t wait’ 


attitude,” she recalled. 
“Bring it on, they said. 
We'll play Nobles every 
day of the week! It was a 
fun game to play and even 
in a loss, the kids had a 
blast. Like every athlete 
going through this pan- 
demic, they just want to 
play and return some 
form of normalcy to their 
lives.” 


School officials hit the play button 
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were allowed to take 
action to allow sports to 
continue. David Ragsdale 
later clarified that this 
specific guidance doesn’t 
talk about switching to 
remote in the middle of 
the season, so it doesn’t 
exactly fit Wilmington’s 
situation. 

Some of the concerns 
that the committee held 
were with the highly con- 
tagious nature of the virus 
and the fact that two 
Wilmington teams have 
already had to quarantine 


, 


twice. Brand reminded 
them that the protocols 
for winter sports have 
included masks, pre-par- 
ticipation screenings, 
individual beverage con- 
tainers, and not using 
locker rooms or shaking 
hands after games. 

M. J. Byrnes asked how 
many team members test- 
ing positive would make a 
team shut down. Crowe 
said that it would be up to 
the Board of Health, but it 
depends upon the risk fac- 
tor of the sport. 


Steve Bjork wondered if 
the surrounding towns 
would still be willing to 
play against Wilmington 
knowing that the district 
is remote. “I have no rea- 
son to believe that they 
wouldn’t play us,” Brand 
answered. 

Several committee mem- 
bers. believed the remote 
learning period to be the 
safest time for students to 
play sports. “Students 
being out of school means 
they can’t have school 
spread,” Ragsdale pointed 


K 


out. Jenn Bryson said that 
she appreciated that stu- 
dent athletes have been 
staying in their bubble 
and following protocols so 


that they can play. 
Furthermore, Bryson 
mentioned that there 


could be more consistency 
in the communication and 
decisions made around 
switching learning mod- 
els. She said that it would 
appear to be different 
messaging when they say 
they’re committed to in- 
person learning and then 


b 


switch to remote days 
later. Crowe said that the 
data that led to the 
change came in suddenly 
at the end of the previous 
week. 

Ragsdale also suggested 
that there’s a strong argu- 
ment that students are 
safer in school than out of 
school, if COVID-19 is 
spreading among fami- 
lies. Bryson wondered if 
there were any places 
where the students could 
switch back to hybrid 
sooner than the end of the 


two-week period. 

It was Ragsdale who 
made a motion to approve 
participation in athletics. 
“J understand the idea 
behind going remote for 
some time for schools... 
but these kids understand 
the risks...we at least owe 
them the chance to see if 
they can have their sea- 
son,” said Jesse Fennelly. 
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Swimmers go ‘Wild’; both squads come away with victories 


By HENRY PELMAS 

Sports Correspondent 

hmwn2525@gmail.com 

READING - The 
Wilmington/North 
Reading co-op girls' swim 
team improved their 
record to 3-0 with a 38-22 
victory over Manchester- 
Hssex during a Cape Ann 
League virtual meet held 
last Thursday night. 

The Wild Hornets, who 
were pleased to know that 
they had their Wilmington 
swimmers back in the 
line-up for the meet after 
WHS Athletics were on 
pause for the previous five 
days, swam out of their 
home Reading YMCA 
Pool, while, ME had a 
depleted line-up with. a 
handful of swimmers out 
because of commitments 
to their club teams. 

Behind solid efforts from 
the entire Wild Hornets 
team, ‘the team has 
remained unbeaten in this 
abbreviated COVID-19 
season. 

“I’m proud of the team’s 
times. tonight, and I am 
glad the girls could con- 
tinue their win streak,” 
said head coach Sue 
Hunter. “I look forward to 
(the Cape Ann League 
Championship Meet) at 
the end of the season, and 
think we’ll prove our 
strength again and 


Tyler aveaian of f Wilmington ee aciian for the Wilmington/ North pace co-op boys - 


again.” 

The team took first and 
second in the 200-yard 
medley relay, as Maddie 
Koenig, Melanie Feffer, 
Captain Oli Grabar, and 
Captain Emma Ryan, of 
Wilmington, swam a 
2:05.7, and Wilmington's 
Lindsay Kane, along with 
Kelly Crossan, Nicole 
Steinmeyer, and Lauren 
Feffer swam a 2:14.44. 

In the second event, the 
200-yard freestyle, the 
girls took first, second, 
and third, as Captain 
Kristina- Valenti swam a 
2:22.08, Brianna Saunders- 
Correa swam a 2:54.58, 
and Wilmington resident 
Shae’ Fitzgerald finished 
at 3:36.92. 

In the 200-yard individ- 
ual medley, the girls 
again took first, second, 
and third place with 
Wilmington resident Kyla 
Kelley swimming a 
2:14.49, Kelly Crossan 
swimming a 2:50.31, and 
Kiera Lord swimming a 
3:44.26. 

In the 50-yard freestyle, 
Melanie Feffer swam a 
27.28 for first place, 
Maddie Koenig swam a 
27.46 for second, and 
Lauren Feffer swam a 
28.82 for third. 

The 100-yard butterfly 
saw Grabar taking first 
with a 109.7, Ryan swim- 


swim meet during an earlier season home meet. 


ming a 1:11.9 for second, 
and Nicole Steinmeyer 
swimming .a 1:13.03 for 
third. 

The team took first, sec- 
ond, and fourth in the 100- 
yard freestyle, with Kelley 
swimming a 56.52, Lauren 
Feffer swimming a 
1:06.24, and Fitzgerald 
coming in at 1:22.40. 

The girls team again 
took first, second, and 
third place within the 500- 
yard. freestyle, with 
Valenti swimming a 
6:01.39, Erin Davis 
(7:57.91), and Wilmington 
resident Rachel Repucci 
(7:58.33). 

Again proving their 
strength, the girls took 
first, second, and third 
place in the 200-yard 
freestyle relay. Kelley, 
Melanie Feffer, Grabar, 
and Valenti swam a com- 
bined 1:52.71. Saunders- 
Correa, Lauren Feffer, 
Steinmeyer, and Ryan 
swam a 1:58.56, and Kiera 
Lord along with three 


Wilmington residents 
Anna Germano, Maggie 
Bourgeois, and_ Avis 


Samaha had a collective 
time of 2:35.61. 

In the 100-yard back- 
stroke, Koenig swam a 
1:06.48, Kane swam a 
1:19.82, and Caroline 
Schladenhauffen swam a 
1:34.35, taking first, sec- 


(photo by Bob DeChiara). 


Wilmington resident Rachel Repucci cee a good start as she ¢ dives into the pool for 
one of her events during an earlier season varsity swim meet held at the Reading 


YMCA Pool. 


ond, and 
respectively. 

In the 100-yard breast- 
stroke, the girls again 
claimed first, and second 
places, as Kelly Crossan 
finished at 1:20.82, and 
Melanie Feffer was 
clocked at 1:21.04. 

In the final event of the 
night, the girls continued 
to strengthen their lead 
by again taking first, sec- 
ond, and third places with 
Valenti and Ryan, along- 
side Koenig and Kelley 
swimming a 4:03.97 in the 
400-yard freestyle relay. 
Saunders-Correa, Kane, 
Crossan, and Steinmeyer 
swam a 4:40.65, and 
| igh pA Ac aCe eas fe: iad LC Es 
Schladenhauffen, 
Samaha, and Germano 
came in at a combined 
time of 5:46.37. 

The girls team will try to 
extend their winning 
streak to four when they 
face Ipswich, Thursday 
night starting at 8 pm. 


BOYS 


Wanting to get over the 
00  ° mark, the 
Wilmington/North 
Reading. co-op boys' swim 
team did just that last 
Thursday night, easily 
swimming past 


third place 


Manchester-Essex, 63-42, 


in the team's third Cape 
Ann League virtual meet 
of the abbreviated 
COVID-19 season. 

The victory pushes the 
team's record to 2-1 and 
the Wild Hornets will try 
to make it three wins in a 
row this Thursday in the 
next meet against 
Ipswich. 

In the win over ME, the 
team's depth seemed to 
be the difference. 

Starting with the 200- 
yard medley _ relay, 
Captains Henry Pelmas 
joined three Wilmington 
residents including fellow 
captain Jared Benoit, 
Ethan Ryan and Tyler 
Sheehan to claim first 
place with a time of 
2:04.95. 

The boys took second 
and third place in the 200- 
yard freestyle, with Dat 
Tran (2:23.56), and 
Jameson Burns, both of 


. Wilmington (3:21/64). 


In the 200-yard individ- 
ual medley, Ethan Ryan 
of Wilmington claimed 
first place as he swam a 
2:14.49. 

Benoit took second in 
the 50-yard freestyle with 
a time of 27.87, and 
Sheehan took third swim- 
ming a 31.23. 

Dat Tran swam a 1:08.7, 


(photo by Bob DeChiara). 


which earned him second 
place within the 100-yard 


butterfly. 
In the 100-yard freestyle, 
Pelmas_ claimed first, 


swimming a 1:01.51, and 
Jameson Burns. took 
fourth place with a time 
of 1:27.16. { 

Within the 500-yard 
freestyle, Sheehan took 
first place as he swam a 
8:53.46. 

The boys took first and 
third in the 200-yard 
freestyle relay as Pelmas 
and Benoit were ‘followed 
by Dat Tran and Ryan to 
swim a combined 1:53.22. 
In third, an all- 
Wilmington team of 
Dylan Tran, Burns, Nick 
Samaha, and Sheehan 
swam a 2:36.69. 

In the 100-yard back- 


stroke, Pelmas was 
clocked at 1:16.52, and 
Dylan Tran ‘swam a 


2:00.06, as. they took first 
and second places. 

In the 100-yard. breast- 
stroke, Ryan took first 
place, swimming a 1:07.19, 
and Benoit was second at 
1:18.98. 

In the final event, the 
400-yard freestyle relay, 
Dat Tran, Burns, Dylan 


Tran, and Samaha swam 


a combined 6:18.78 to take 
first place, 


Above are the members of the Wilmington 4th Grade Blue Girls Tracl team listening | 
to the next play during a timeout; to the top right are the members of the 5th Grade + 
Blue Girls team; below them are the members of the 5th Grade Blue Boys team; and % 
to the bottom are the members of the 7th Grade Blue Boys team. (courtesy photos). =r) 


Wilmington Travel Basketball 
teams enjoying the current seasons 


with WTB’s Board of 
Directors meeting regu- 
larly to discuss and plan 
for a possible season. 
Working together with 
both leagues a plan for the 
season and: game modifi- 
cations were developed to 
ensure safety is para- 
mount. 

All of the teams and 
players are thankful for 


the opportunity to play 
basketball, the game that . 
they love during these try- A 
ing times. The smiles 4 
from all of the players 
each week is something 
that is cherished as these @ 
young players continue to | 
move forward.in this cur- — 
rent environment. 


Wilmington Travel 
Basketball (WTB) has got- 
ten off to a great start dur- 
ing this shortened season 
which began in mid- 
December. Eighteen (18) 
boys and girl’s teams with 
over 205 players are par- 
ticipating in the 
Merrimack Valley (Boys) 
and River Valley (Girls) 
leagues with all games 
being held on weekends at 
the Millworks recreational 
facility in Westford. 

The goal of both leagues 
along with WTB is to pro- 
vide an opportunity for 
players to play games in a 
safe environment that fol- 
lows. the state of 
Massachusetts Office of 
Energy & Environmental 
Affairs guidance on youth 
sports. Each league will 
be playing a 9-10 game 
schedule with approxi- 
mately one game per 
weekend. 

The planning for the sea- 
son began back in July 
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Part Six of ongoing series: Legendary Coaches 


HOME NEWS HERE.COM 


When you talk about legends, Gordon fits in that arena 


Several weeks ago, the 
Town Crier started a 15- 
part series on legendary 
coaches at both TMHS 
and WHS, while several 
from Shawsheen Tech will 
be included. In 
Wilmington, the series 
started with a story on 
Mark (and Al) Donovan 
and continued with stories 
‘on Evelyn Wells. Carter, 


Mike Pimental, Bill 
Ritchie | and Georgia 
Dadoly. 


In Tewksbury, we ran sto- 
ries also on the Donovan 
Brothers and Ritchie, as 
well as Tony Romano, Bob 
McCabe and_ Dennis 
McGadden. 

Below is 
story on former 
Shawsheen Tech boys 
hockey coach Bill Gordon, 
who retired after the 2006 
season. This story origi- 
nally appeared in the 
Town Crier in the March 
15, 2006 issue. 


this week’s 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 
sports@yourtowncrier.com 
BILLERICA - 
Shawsheen Tech hockey 
coach Bill Gordon saw his 
career come to and at 
least one game too early 
last Friday night when his 
Rams were. eliminated 
from _ post-season ° play 
with .a tough 5-4 loss to 
Savio Prep in the semi- 
finals of the Division 3 
North tournament at the 
Chelmsford Forum. 

While Gordon; who was 
selected to the 
Massachusetts High 
School Hockey Hall of 
Fame in 2004; his player 
and all of Shawsheen fans 
would have loved to have 
seen the legendary coach 
wrap up his 27-year 
career with a sectional 
championship, it is  diffi- 
cult to think that Gordon 
went out as anything but a 


winner after his team's 


performance against a 
more talented Savio Prep 
squad that had a 3-0 lead 
entering the third period 
and will be making its 
third trip to the sectional 
championship game. 

The Rams put together a 
furious rally and man- 
aged to tie the game in 
the final minutes before 
finally succumbing to the 
Spartans, but it is not the 
loss that Gordon will 
remember when he looks 
back on his last game as 
much as it will be the 
effort turned in by his 
team. 


“This was a storybook 
season for me with these 
kids,” Gordon said. “And 
they were able to send me 
out in the best possible 
manner. We did not win a 
championship, but the 
best gift they gave me all 
season including the last 
period, they had a never 
say die attitude that they 
always showed me. 

“That (third period) was 
a gift for me. It mimicked 
all of the great teams we 
have had here at 
Shawsheen and all of the 
great comebacks we have 
had here over the years. 
That was my gift and I 
will hold that to the high- 
est standard for the rest 
of my life, how they 
played in that third period 
because that is what we 
stand for.” 

The Rams actually. did 
win a championship for 
Gordon in his last season, 
as they shared the 
Commonwealth Athletic 
Conference title with 
Hamilton-Wenham, the 
15th title in Gordon's 27 
years, to go along with 373 
career wins, two sectional 
championships, two trips 
to the state finals and one 
state championship in 
1984. 

With that kind of success 
built at the Tech, it's hard 
to imagine what the deci- 
sion to leave must have 
been like for Gordon, but 
as he has been able to do 
throughout his coaching 
career, he was able to put 
in perspective what it 
meant. to be leaving the 
hockey arena as. well as 
teaching position at the 
school where -he_ has 
served as a_ science 
teacher for the past 32 
years. 

“If I was just a hockey 
coach and that was my 
only. connection to the 
school, it would be more 
difficult,” Gordon said. 
“But because I am a 
teacher first it is easier. 
Leaving teaching was the 
biggest decision that I had 
to make because I have 
always thought of myself 
as a teacher first.” 

And that focus as a 
teacher first is a big part 
of the reason that his 
players have not only had 
success on the ice, but off 
of it as well. You are not 
playing for a Bill Gordon 
team if you are not giving 
your best in the classroom 
as well. 

“Our kids have always 
done a good job at keep- 


ing focused in the class- 
room, and having as 
much success there as 
they do on the _ ice,” 
Gordon said. “When I see 
alumni come back and 
they are so successful, 
more successful than I 
am, that just shows me 
what we are trying to 
accomplish here. It also 
speaks very highly of a 
tech school which does 
not always get the credit 
it deserves.” ; 
Gordon's ability to moti- 
vate his players to excel in 
all aspects of life will 
undoubtedly be his most 
lasting and most impor- 
tant legacy. As his ability 
to do this through genera- 
tions of athletes. 

“Like me, Bill is old 


school,” said athletic 
director Al  Costabile. 
“And I like that about him. 


But he is also shown the 
ability to adapt his coach- 
ing methods to today's 
modern day athlete. And 
that's why he has contin- 
ued to be successful.” 
The majority of fans 
who don't know Gordon, 
he will always be remem- 
bered quite simply as the 
hockey coach who took an 
already successful hockey 
program and carried on 
the tradition started by 
Don Ayer. Gordon came to 
Shawsheen in 1974 after 
three years at St. Mary's 
of Cambridge, two of 


which he served as head: 


coach of the brand new 
hockey program. 

Gordon joined Ayer's 
staff and served as an 
assistant for five years 
before taking over the 
Shawsheen program in 
1979. While he was an 
assistant, the Rams won 
four league titles in five 
years and the success 
continued in his first sea- 
son at the helm with 
another CAC crown, 
which Gordon credits to 
the great program that 
started by Ayer. 

“Don Ayer was the 
father of Shawsheen hock- 


ey, and he left me a terrif-. 


ic team,” Gordon said. 
“Typically, when you take 
over a program, the cup- 
board is bare, but Don left 
me with a great team and 
we were able to win the 
league.” 

While Gordon was suc- 
cessful from the start at 
Shawsheen, both as an 
assistant and as a head 
coach, qualifying for the 
state tournament in all 
but two years while with 


In March of 2006, then Shawsheen Tech Boys 
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nee oh ue a ne 
ckey coach Bill Gordon (left) coached 


his final game as the Rams were defeated by Tyngsboro, 5-4, in a Division 3 North 
Sectional semi-final game played at the Chelmsford Forum. At the conclusion of the 


game, he shakes hands with then Tyngsborp head 


the team, he is no 
stranger to being on the 
losing bench either. 

Gordon came out of the 
Army in 1971 and assisted 
Father Tom Curran at St. 
Mary's in the first year of 
the program when they 
played a junior varsity 
schedule. Gordon took 
over the program in their 
first year of varsity play 
the next season in the old 
Catholic Conference 
where they took on power- 
houses like Matignon, 
Don Bosco and Arlington 
Catholic, among others on 
a nightly basis. 

In two years, Gordon's 
teams compiled an 0-29-1 
record. But the two years 
also served as a basis for 
the Hall of Fame career. 

“The good news was that 
I learned more about 
coaching in those two 
years than I have all in of 
the years since,” Gordon 
-said. “I was battle tested 
right away with the teams 
we had to face.” 

The lessons Gordon 
learned at St. Mary's as 
well as under Ayer at 


Shawsheen, continued to 
pay off and reaped its ulti- 
mate reward in 1984 when 
the Rams went 21-0-1 and 
won the Division 3 state 
championship with a win 
over Dartmouth at the old 
Boston Garden. Gordon 
looked back on what a 
dominating team he was 
in command of. . 

“That year was certainly 
a life memorable experi- 
ence. Those kids, much 
like all of my teams had 
tremendous work ethic. 
But in those years, they 
not only had that work 
ethic, but they also had 
tremendous skill, When 
you put that together, you 
are very tough to beat.” 

The Rams followed up 
their 1984 season with 
another outstanding cam- 
paign in 1985, going 19-4-2 
and advancing to the state 
championship game again 
before falling to Westwood 
in double overtime. 

“It was a_ typical 
Shawsheen overtime 
game where we dominat- 
ed play, but could not 
score and ended up los- 


coach Bryan Ronayne. 
(file photo/JoeBrownphotos.com). 


ing,” Gordon recalled 
with a laugh. 

Those -were certainly 
outstanding teams and 
Gordon has had many of 
them over the years, but it 
will be his last team that 
may stick with Gordon 
the most as he looks back 
on his career. His players 
did not know until the 
final regular season home 
game that this would be 
their coach's last year, as 
in typical Gordon fashion, 
although he knew he was 
retiring, he did not want 
his retirement to be the 
focus of the team for the 
entire season. 

“There was a lot of emo- 
tion attached to this sea- 
son for me,” Gordon said. 
“J kept it as much of a 
secret as I could, and 
without knowing it, these 
kids provided. me with an 
unbelievably successful 
final year. I had hoped 
this year would as _ suc- 
cessful as possible, but 
this was far beyond my 
expectations.” 


Rams dominate two more opponents, now stand at 4-0-1 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.co 


m 

BILLERICA - There will 
no doubt be tougher 
games this season for the 
Shawsheen Tech Boys 
Hockey team than their 
two games this past week 
against a _ rebuilding 


Nashoba Tech team, but 
there is also no doubt that 
they are playing at the top 
of their game at the 
moment. | 

The Rams swept the two 
game set against the 


Tewksbury resident Conor Preble, a member of the Shawsheen Tech Boys Hockey team, looks for a pass while Lowell Catholic players, Jake 


Vikings, with an 11-1 win 
at the Hallenborg Pavilion 
last Thursday before fol- 
lowing that up with a 9-0 
win at the Chelmsford 
Forum on Saturday. 

Shawsheen coach Chuck 
Baker knows things will 
get tougher for his team 
this season, but he can't 
help but be pleased with 
how they are playing at 
the moment. 

"I am happy. Most of all 
I am happy that the kids 
are getting to play, partic- 
ularly the seniors," Baker 
said. "I had a lot of young 


guys getting time, but my 
upperclassmen led the 
way. It is a disappointing 
season with nothing to 
really play for, but at least 
we are playing and the 
kids are having fun while 
competing." 

In Thursday's game, the 
Rams took control almost 
immediately, when senior 
forward: Aidan Sullivan 
scored just 59 seconds into 
the game off an assist 
from sophomore forward 
Nick Calouro of 
Tewksbury to give the 
Rams an early 1-0 lead. 


The score remained for 
a few minutes, until that 
way until the Rams 
scored five goals in just 
over four minutes to blow 
the game open. Junior 
defenseman Tom 
Sampson started the flur- 
ry with 11:14 left, with a 
brilliant unassisted goalie, 
beating both the defense- 
man and the goalie with 
some slick moves. 

He was followed in short 
order with goals by fresh- 
man Chase Darcey, senior 
forward Sean Murphy of 
Tewksbury sophomore 


West, Jake McDonough, Joe DiGiovanni, and goalie Cody Lesko also look to see where the puck will go next. 


defenseman, Kevin 
Ackerly of Wilmington 


_ and finally senior forward 


Anthony Papa with 7:12 
left in the period to give 
the Rams.a 6-0 lead at the 
end of the first. 

"We came out great and 
took control. We had a 
sloppy second period, but 
came out and played as a 
team in the third," Baker 
said. "Overall, I was 
happy with the way we 
played. We definitely 
have the ability to score, 
from the seniors all the 
way down to the fresh- 


(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


men. I just hope that it 
continues and they do not 
get over confident. We get 
our success from working 
hard." 

Senior goalie Jared 
Palmer of Tewksbury 
picked up the win in net 
for the Rams, with 
Wilmington junior Tom 
Dalton taking over 
between the pipes in the 
third period. Palmer also 
picked up the win on 
Saturday, with sophomore 
Aiden MacLeod taking 
over in the third period of 
that one. 

On Saturday, the Rams 
rolled to another impres- 
sive win, this time getting 
a pair of goals each from 
Sullivan and: Murphy, 
while Papa, Ackerly, 
Brady Darcey, Chase 
Darcey and junior Quinn 
Fallon each added indi- 
vidual tallies. It was 
Fallon's first varsity goal 
of his career, and he also 
added two assists on the 
day. 

Other assists on the day 
went to Sullivan, Papa, 
Ackerly, Ryan Dusablon 
and Derek Nazzaro. 

The Rams will be in 
action again on Thursday 
night when they host 
Essex Tech at _ the 
Hallenborg, with a 7:00 
pm faceoff. They will 
then be off until the fol- 
lowing Thursday, 
February 4, when they 
take on CAC rival 
Northeast at the 
Hallenborg for another 
7:00 pm faceoff. 
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Boys and Girls Team Preview 
Both Shawsheen Swim 
teams just happy to 

be back in the water 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

BILLERICA - Like virtu- 
ally every other high 
school sport, there is a 
much different look to 
swimming/diving meets 
this season and_ the 
Shawsheen Tech Co-Ed 
Swim team is no different, 
as all meets will be held 
virtually this season as a 
safety precaution due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and as of right now, it 
looks like the Rams will 
have only four meets this 
season. 

But the most important 
thing for the Rams and 
coach Rick Menard is that 
whatever the  circum- 
stances, they are in the 
water and they are com- 
peting, which is more than 
they thought possible at 
times leading up to the 
season. 

In the days leading up to 
the season opener last 
Wednesday against CAC 
powerhouse Mystic Valley, 
Menard took a_ few 
moments to not only look 
ahead to the upcoming 
season, but also to thank 
those who made the sea- 
son possible. 

“Thankfully we have 
such a cohesive unit 
between the administra- 
tion, the nurse, and the 
trades we have been able 
to get off to a great start,” 
Menard said. “All of the 
kids have been issued their 
own equipment which was 
a big hit on the budget but 
it is vital to prevent cross 
contamination. We have 
staggered the entry times 
so only half the kids are 
getting in and out of the 
pool at the same time.” 

It is more than just stag- 
gered starts that allowed 
the Rams to prepare for 
their season.’ It took the 
efforts of many people in 
the school. 

“Our school nurse is one 
of our former coaches and 
Ms. Joyce has been the 
best at communicating 
with the kids and the fam- 
ilies if there are Covid con- 
cerns,” Menard said. “The 
AD's office, especially Ms. 
Lee worked to be sure we 
got our fogging equipment 
and sanitizing gear so we 
can clean after each prac- 
tice and she worked with 
the Graphic Arts school to 
get all of the elaborate sig- 
nage done. Lots of people 
use the phrase we're all in 
this together but this is 
truly an example of 
that...just so these kids 
can get into the water to 
have some normalcy back 
in their lives.” 

Another thing that is 
very normal for the Rams 
is that they will be led by 
several talented swim- 
mers, many of them from 
Wilmington and 
Tewksbury. At the top of 
the list for the Rams this 
season, just as they have 
ben for the past couple of 
season will be a pair of 
seniors, Damien Hadden 
of Wilmington and Tyler 
Newhouse of Wilmington. 

The duo will be part of 
the Rams 200-medley relay 
team, and will also each 
compete in several indi- 
vidual events, with 
Hadden competing in the 
100-freestyle and the 100- 
backstroke, while 
Newhouse will compete in 
the 50-freestyle and the 
100-breaststroke. 

“Damien is managing his 
work, Marines, and swim 
team spectacularly and is 
really in great shape,” 
Menard said. “I expect big 
things from him. He has 
been working so hard out- 
side of the pool and it 
shows when he is training 
in the water. ‘ 

“Tyler is right there with 
him. He really leaned out 
getting ready for the mili- 


tary and his sprint and 


middle distance free is 
going be scary fast I 
think.” 

Junior Tyler Kopacz of 
Tewksbury and_ senior 
Derek Costello of 
Wilmington will also com- 
pete in the 200-medley 
relay, with Kopacz also 
competing in the 50- 
freestyle and 100-freestyle, 
while Costello competes in 


the 50-freestyle and 100- 
butterfly. 

Kopacz is focused on 
cleaning up his strokes 


which will pay huge divi- 


dends moving forward. 


One place I am excited to | 


see is his backstroke. He 
has a shot at the team 
record before he gradu- 
ates I think,” Menard said. 
“Costello has been in an 
out of the pool with quar- 
antines but still is working 


so hard to get back to his fam 


sprint and fly levels from 
last year. His focus is try- 
ing to knock down the 
Medley record that has 
been up there since 
2014....it will be bitter- 
sweet for me. Alex 
Menard is on that one! If 
there was ever a group of 
kids I would like to see 
take it down; it's these 
guys!” 

Several other local swim- 
mers will also be con- 
tributing to the Rams suc- 
cess, including Kevin 
Stevens of Wilmington, 
along with Hannah 
Grimes of Tewksbury, 
while Rebecca Langone of 
Wilmington offers hope for 
the future 

Rebecca is showing 
promise but has been 
fighting through injury, we 
hope she can get healthy 
for next year and pick up 
where she left off. Kid has 
a huge heart and should 
show big gains when she 
can practice pain free,” 
Menard said. Kevin has 
been showing a lot of lead- 
ership in the pool. Kids 
have been looking up to 
him and there couldn’t be 
a better guy to role model 
after. He works so hard 
when he's at the pool and 
will be vying for some top 
relay spots. 

“Hannah keeps up her 
efforts in the water and is 
quietly building up her 
abilities, this season 
should see a bunch of BPT 
with each opportunity she 
gets.” 

The Rams also have sev- 
eral local freshmen and 
sophomores who will be 
looking to make their 
mark this season and into 
the future, including 
Morgan Dunham, Jasmine 
Johansen, Matt Stadtman 
and Adam Doucot of 
Tewksbury 

Our freshman class is 
pretty deep considering 
what we are going through 


with all the restrictions in } 


the pool. Jasmine 
Johansen, Morgan 
Dunham, Matt Stadtman, 
Adam Douco and Jared 
Krueger, all of Tewksbury. 

“They are all relatively 
new to the sport but are 
picking up the skills really 
quickly. Jared has club 
level experience from 
when he was younger but 
is currently a top level 
gymnast. As strong as his 
foundation is in diving; his 
swimming is already gain- 
ing him attention and 
respect from the upper 
classman who he trains 
with,” Menard said. “He 
is the only freshman in the 
training group and is right 
at the top of the team 
when it comes to working 
hard. I look forward to see- 
ing him for the years to 
come, especially when we 
have a regular season and 
start diving again.” 

With no league title to 
compete for this season, 
Menard and his coaching 
staff are looking to use 
this season as a_ step 
towards the future. 

For the underclassmen 
we have looked at this as a 
re-tooling opportunity. 
This is a great time to look 
at what they have accom- 
plished and how they want 
to achieve the next level 
moving forward,” Menard 
said. “Our elite swimmers 
are looking at the Record 
Board and hoping to leave 
their mark up there while 
the newer swimmers are 
learning good stroke tech- 
nique. 

“We have the unique 
opportunity to have no 
pressure this season, so 
we can really dedicate our 
time to fixing some bad 
habits that don't get 
addressed as much as they 
could in the past.” 


Fe 
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Shawsheen Tech Co-Ed Swim team. 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

BILLERICA - Despite 
some outstanding individ- 
ual efforts, the Shawsheen 
Tech co-ed Swim team 
saw their season get off to 
a rough start last 
Wednesday afternoon 
when the suffered a 92-72 
loss to traditional CAC 
powerhouse Mystic Valley 
in a virtual meet with 
each school swimming in 
their home pool with offi- 
cials at each school track- 
ing times and results. 

Unfortunately for the 
Rams, as good a day as 
several of their athletes 
had, it was not quite good 
enough to keep up. with 
Mystic, in what has 
become a familiar story 
for the Rams in recent 
years. 

“It was more of the same 
when it comes to Mystic, a 
big loss but we had some 
solid swims,” Shawsheen 


coach Rick Menard said. 
“All three of my 500's are 
brand new swimmers, 
they did amazing!” 

In the 500-freestyle that 
Menard referred to the 
Rams got ‘a second place 
finish from Matt 
Stadtman, while Adam 
Doucot took second and 
Jasmine Johansen took 
sixth. 

Senior Derek Costello of 
Wilmington had a big day 
for the Rams, earning a 
second place finish in the 
both the 50-freestyle and 
the 100-butterfly, while 
also earning a second 
place finish as part of the 
200-medley relay along 
Tyler Kopacz and Damien 
Hadden of Tewksbury as 
well as Aiden Singh. 

Hadden had a big day for 
himself, with second place 
finishes in both the 100- 
backstroke as well as the 
100-freestyle, while 
Kopacz was fourth in the 
100-freestyle with a per- 


Above, Wilmington residents from left, Evan Pinto, Rose Brady and Kevin Stevens are members of this year’s 


(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


In season opener, Rams defeated 
by league power Mystic Valley 


sonal best time of 1:04.45 

Freshman Jared 
Krueger of Tewksbury 
made his presence felt 
immediately with a sec- 
ond place finish in the 200- 
individual medley as well 
as being part of second 
place finishes in both the 
200-freestyle relay and the 
400-freestyle relay. 

Junior Hannah Grimes 
of Tewksbury also found 
her .way onto the score- 
sheet with a great per- 
formance in the 100 back- 
stroke with a personal 
best time of 2:01.19, while 
sophomore Nathan 
Barnes had a great race 
in the 50-freestyle with a 
fourth place finish in a 
time of 28.70. 

As much as Menard 
would have liked to see his 
team knock off Mystic, he 
was able to take some- 
thing much more valuable 
from the team’s season 
opening meet. i 

“Bigger than the final 
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score, other than the fact 
we are actually having a 
season, is the technical 
improvements the kids 
have been making in the 
short. time we've had 
them,” Menard said. “It 
is also a great tool to have 
the meets streamed and 
saved on our page so 
swimmers can go back 
and self-, evaluate and see 
what we have been point- 
ing out as coaches all 
along. 

“T hope that we can con- 
tinue to do this. for our 
home meets, one of the 
small shining lights to 
come from our current 
state of life.” 

Shawsheen faced Gr. 
Lowell on Wednesday with 
results not- known as of 
presstime and then after a 
week off, they will have a 
rematch with Mystic 
Valley on February 10th. 


In its inagural season, the Malden Catholic Girls Hockey team picked up its first win in program history this past 
week. The team includes from left, Susan Hobart, Sadie Bowden, Erin Smail, Juliana Angiuoni (Wilmington), 
Antonia DiZoglio (Wilmington), Amelia Hansen, MK Zablocki, Danielle DeJon and Lexi Engvaldsen (Wilmington). 


(courtesy photo). 


Three locals help Malden Catholic 
Girls Hockey team make school history 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports @yourtowncrier.com 

BRIGHTON - Led by 
three Wilmington resi- 
dents, the Malden 
Catholic Girls Hockey 
team earned the first win 
in program history this 
past week, pulling out a 
dramatic 2-1 win over St. 
Joseph's Prep/Mount 
Alvernia last Wednesday 
afternoon at Warrior Ice 
Arena in Brighton, 
evening their record at 1-1 
on the season. 

The Lancers, in their 
inaugural season as a pro- 
gram, suffered an 8-2 loss 
to Shawsheen Tech in 
their season opener on 
January 18, but responded 
well against St. Joe's, 
with freshman forward 


Jana. 


Antonia DiZoglio of 
Wilmington scoring the 
game winning goal with 
1:24 left in the contest. 

DiZoglio was assisted on 
the goal by another 
Wilmington resident, 
freshman forward Lexi 
Engvaldsen, along with 
fellow freshman Amelia 
Hansen. Engvaldsen had 
already made some histo- 
ry of her own the week 
before in the loss to 
Shawsheen, scoring the 
first goal in program his- 
tory. 

The Lancers had gotten 
on the board first in this 
one, when freshman 
defenseman Juliana 
Angiuoni of Wilmington 
scored on a shot from the 
point off an assist from 
DiZoglio with 1:40 left in 


the first period. St. Joe's 
tied things up at 1-1 just 53 
seconds into the second 
period, and the score 
would remain that way 
until DiZoglio's late game 
heroics made Malden 
Catholic history. 

Along with the offensive 
fireworks, the Lancers 
also got an outstanding 
performance in net from 
sophomore Danielle 


DeJon, who made several . 


big saves to thwart St. 
Joseph's threats and pick 
up the win. 

The Lancers saw their 
record drop to 1-2 on the 
season this past Sunday, 
when they suffered a 
heartbreaking 3-2 loss to 
Bishop Feehan at the New 
England Sports Village. 
Junior forward Susan 


Hobart scored a huge goal 
for the Lady Lancers with 
just 1:42 left in the game 
to tie the score at 2-2 off 
an assist from 
Engvaldsen. Feehan how- 
ever, responded quickly, 
scoring the game winning 
goal with just over a 
minute to play. 

DiZoglio scored the Lady 
Lancers other goal, with 
Hobart picking up the 
assist. 

The Lancers will be back 
in- action this Saturday, 
when they hit the road to 
take on Division 1 power 
St. Mary's, and on 
February 3, they will trav- 
el to the Janas Rink for a 
rematch with Shawsheen. 
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Girls slip past Northeast Tech, remain undefeated 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 


Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 
BILLERICA- With one 
of their games canceled, 
it was a very light week 
for the Shawsheen Tech 
Girls Basketball team, 
with their only game com- 
ing on Tuesday night on 
the road against CAC 
rival Northeast Metro 
Tech. But the Rams cer- 
tainly made the most of 
their om time on the 
court, using a great defen- 
sive effort and a stellar 
fourth quarter to come 
away with a 43-37 victory 
to improve to 4-0 on the 
season. 

The Rams and Knights 


were locked in a tough 
battle all night long in this 
one, with the Rams hold- 
ing a 10-8 lead after the 
first quarter, and 
Northeast holding leads of 
22-21 at the half and 29-28 
at the end of the third 
quarter. In the fourth 
quarter, the Rams 
defense, which has been 
their strength all season, 
took over while they did 
just enough offensively to 
stay perfect on the sea- 
son. 

First year coach Sam St. 
George certainly wouldn’t 
object to seeing her team 
putting up a few more 
points, but she isn’t about 
to quibble with her team’s 


TOWN CRIER - WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2021 


relentless effort in this 
one, as they overcame a 
gritty Northeast squad. 

“It was just back and 
forth all the way through, 
until about midway 
through the fourth quar- 
ter,” St. George said. 
“The defense played real- 
ly well all game and we 
will take it. It was a nice 
win for us.” 

The Rams were led in 
the fourth quarter and 
throughout the game by 
their senior captains 
Susanna Gillis and Shelby 
Bourdeau. Gillis led all 
scorers with 16 points to 
go along with four steals, 
while Bourdeau had eight 
points, five rebounds and 


Rams continue to dominate and 
pile up the victories; now 5-0 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports @yourtowncrier.com 

BILLERICA - Heading 
into the season, expecta- 
tions were high for the 
Shawsheen Tech Boys 
Basketball team, and five 
games into the season, 
there seems to be no rea- 
son to lower those expec- 
tations. Nearly halfway 
through the abbreviated 
season, the Rams remain 
perfect, picking up two 
more wins this past week 
to improve to 5-0 on the 
season. 

There is still plenty of 
work to be done for the 
Rams, as their schedule is 
heavily backloaded with 
the better teams in the 
CAC, but through five 
games, the Rams are not 
only undefeated, but with 
the exception of one game, 
a 50-47 win over Essex last 
Tuesday, they have com- 
pletely dominated their 
opponents, with an aver- 
age margin of victory of 
31 points in four of their 
wins. 

This past week was more 
of the same for the Rams, 
who had a relatively close 
46-36 win over Essex in 
their rematch on Friday 
night at Shawsheen, 
before dominating 
Northeast for a 54-34 win 
on Saturday. Once again 
at Shawsheen, in a game 
that was not as close as 
the 20-point margin of vic- 
tory would indicate. 

In the win, the Rams 
were led by a balanced 
scoring attack, with soph- 
omore Mavrick Bourdeau 
and senior captain Jake 
Tyler leading the way with 
12 points each, while sev- 
eral other players chipped 
in to the offense as well. 
Junior forward Austin 
Quattrocchi added eight 
points to the Rams cause, 
while junior center Tim 


Sweeney of Tewksbury | 


and junior guard Jeff 
Kelly added six each. 

The balanced scoring 
was similar to the Rams 
performance against 


Essex when they got a 
game high 11 points from 
Bourdeau, while junior 
captain Jeremy Perez of 
Tewksbury had ten points 
and five steals, while 
Tyler had nine points. 

“We have been able to 
play with a lot of depth 
and it has been like that 
all year for us,” 
Shawsheen coach Joe 
Gore said. “We would love 
to have one. player scoring 
20 points a night for us, 
but that is not our team. 
We will take this. It is 
great because we’ have 
multiple guys stepping up 
to help us.” 

That team effort was on 
full display in the win over 
Northeast, as the Rams 
raced out to 30-7 halftime 
lead. Northeast scored 
the first points of the 
game on a three pointer, 
but from that point on, it 
was all Shawsheen, who 
lead 19-3 at the end of the 
first quarter, with four dif- 
ferent players scoring four 
points each in the quarter. 

Things slowed down a lit- 
tle in the second quarter, 
but the Rams defensive 
intensity kept up and 
Northeast simply could 
not get any offense going. 
The strong defense has 
been a staple of this Rams 
team so far this season, 
and it is no accident. 

“That is always our goal. 
We really focus and stress 
the fundamentals of 
defense and by doing that, 
it allows us to do more 
offensively, because we 
are. hoping our defense 
helps create some 
offense,” Gore said. 

One of the players lead- 
ing the way for the Rams 
on both ends of the court 
was sophomore guard 
Noah Rizzo of Tewksbury. 
While Rizzo had only 
three points in the game, 
with a first quarter three 
pointer, his all-around 
play has been a key for 
the Rams all season, and 
it has not gone unnoticed 
by the Rams coaches. 

“(Leading scorer) James 


Genetti has been out for a 
couple of games, so Noah 
has started the last two 
games and he has really 
stepped up and earned 
himself a spot as a real 
contributor to this team,” 
Gore said. “He is follow- 


ing in the footsteps of " 
They } 
work well together in ¥ 


Jeremy (Perez). 


practice and are similar 
players. Neither one of 
them are our first or sec- 
ond offensive threats, but 


they set people up more | 


than anybody. We have 


been very happy with & 


Noah.” 
The Rams coasted to a 


three steals. Junior 
Karissa Rogato also 
chipped in seven points to 
help the Rams cause. 

While the game was 
close throughout, St. 
George was not surprised 
to see her team prevail 
down the stretch, given 
their strategy going into 
the game. 

“They were much bigger 
than us, so we knew we 
couldn’t beat them down 
low. We knew we had to 
try and run them out and 
I. think that worked for 
us,” George said. 
“Northeast got tired in the 
fourth quarter, which led 
to us making some steals, 
which led to fouls on their 
part. You need to give our 
girls all the credit. We 


are quick and we wore 
them down.” 
Defense has been a key 


44-20 lead at the end of & 


three quarters before tak- § 
ing their foot off the gasin 7 
the fourth quarter and | 
coasting to their 54-34 vic- | 


tory. 

With their 5-0 record in 
the books, the Rams will 
now have a long layoff, 
with their next game not 
scheduled until next 


Tuesday when they havea | 
very tough matchup with , 


Lowell Catholic. 


Gore knows that the sec- § 


ond half of the season will 
be much more formidable 
with two matchups each 
against Lowell Catholic 
and Greater Lowell, two of 
the strongest teams in the 
CAC. He and his coaching 
staff are hoping to take 
advantage of the layoff to 
prepare for the challenges 
that lie ahead, starting 
with Lowell Catholic on 
Tuesday. 

"T feel like we are play- 
ing better and headed in 
the right direction, but we 
still have some work to 
do," Gore said. "With the 
layoff we will have some 
time to break down some 
film and work on some 
stuff to get ready for next 
Tuesday. It is a good 
break for us. It is a nice 
opportunity for us to work 
on some things and get 
ready for Lowell 
Catholic." 


a Tho 


Shawsheen Tech guard Ella Malvo 
during a recently played home game. 


for the Rams all season 
long, with Tuesday night’s 
37-point output by 
Northeast, being the most 
points the Rams have 
allowed all season, as 
their opponents have 
averaged just 26 - points 
against them through 
their first four games. 

“We focus on our defense 
and try to turn it into 
offense,” St. George said. 
“And we also tell them 
that if they make a mis- 
take on offense, you can 
make it up for it on 
defense. Most of the time 
that has worked for us. 
We have an amazing core 
group of defenders. 

One of the tops among 
that core group has been 
guard Lindsay McCarthy, 
who has created numer- 
ous turnovers on the sea- 
son already. 
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“Lindsay can pick up 
almost any pass, force a 
steal and create offense 
for us,” St. George said. 

The Rams will look to 
continue their impressive 
start to the season on 
Thursday night when they 
host Northeast in a 
rematch at Shawsheen 
Tech, before traveling to 
Lowell Catholic next 
Tuesday night. Despite 
their 4-0 start, St. George 
and the Rams will be 
looking to take their game 
to an even higher level in 
the coming weeks. 

“We don’t have a lot of 
time between games, but 
we will work on what. we 
need to improve on,” St. 
George said. “There are 
always things you can 
improve on, and we are 
hoping to continue to do 
that.” 


ne blocks a shot by Essex Tech’s Tenley Mugford 
(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


On the ice, girls enjoying a turnaround 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports @yourtowncrier.com 

BILLERICA - Four 
games certainly do not 
make a season, and for 
the Shawsheen 
Tech/Bedford Girls 
Hockey team, some of 
their toughest games still 
lie ahead. However, with 
two more wins this past 
week to improve to 3-1 on 
the young season there is 
no denying that there is a 
different feeling around 
the Rams this season than 
in recent years. 

After struggling to get 
into the win column in 
recent years, going 2-32-2 


' over the past two seasons, 


including last season’s 2- 
14 mark, the Rams look 
like a completely different 


* team this season under 


the direction of 12th year 
head coach Bob Roach. 
The fact of the matter is 
of course, that in many 
respects the Rams are a 
completely different 
team, with several players 
in just their first or sec- 
ond year with the team, 
and they seem to be 
adjusting to winning very 


— well. 


ice 


koh: 
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Shawsheen Tech center Tim Sweeney charges through the lane while being defended 


by. Essex Tech’s Patrick Mannion during an earlier season CAC contest. d 
(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com), Lainey Meade, who also 


“Most of the kids don’t 
even think about it,” 
Roach said when asked 
about his team overcom- 


| ing their history of losing 
© seasons. 
> one senior on the team, so 


“We only have 


most of them don’t look at 
it as being with a losing 


* team. They just go out 


there and play hockey and 
capitalize and score.” 
That was certainly the 


' ease for the Rams this 


past weekend, as_ they 


_ picked up a pair of wins, 


downing Arlington 


' Catholic 6-3 on Saturday 


at the Janas Rink before 
hitting the road on Sunday 
and besting Boston Latin 
by a score of 5-2. 

In the win over AC, the 
Rams got a hat trick from 
freshman sensation 


had an assist on the day, 
while ‘eighth grader 
Isabella King added a pair 
of goals and senior cap- 
tain Emily Sartori of 
Tewksbury added a goal. 

In addition to Meade, 
other assists on the day 
went to freshman Anna 
McEachern and sopho- 


more Gianna Missiti. 
Freshman Elianna 
Munroe and eighth grader 


Kaitlyn Sacco split the 
duties in net to pick up the 
win. 

Despite the lopsided 
nature of the final score, 
the Rams were locked in a 
tough battle for most of 
this one, clinging to a 3-2 
lead at the end of two 
periods before pulling 
away in the third. 

A flurry. of goals over a 

span of 3:30 of the first 
period led to a 2-2 at the 
end of the first 15 minutes. 
King got things started 
with her first goal of the 
game with 12:03 left, pick- 
ing up a loose puck in the 
slot and beating the AC 
goalie with a sweet move 
to the net. AC would tie 
things up just seven sec- 
onds later, with 11:56 left, 
but a little more than two 
minutes later Meade 
scored her first of the 
game with a great individ- 
ual effort and a nice back- 
hand to make it 2-1 in 
favor of Shawsheen with 
9:47 left. 
_ AC would tie it up again 
with 8:35 left, before 
things settled down for 
both teams, and _ they 
would go to the break in a 
2-2 tie. ‘ 

It looked like the teams 
might head to. the third 
period still deadlocked, 
but Meade had other 
ideas, intercepting a pass 
in front of the Shawsheen 
net, and then racing the 
length of the ice before 
beating the AC goalie low 
to the glove side with 6:04 
left in the frame to make 
it 3-2 

While it was still any- 


body’s game at that point, 
the Rams quickly changed 
that, starting with King 
just 49 seconds into the 
period when she snapped 
a nice wrist shot past the 
AC goalie. Sartori fol- 
lowed shortly thereafter 
with a very similar goal, 
firing a wrist shot of her 
own high to the glove side 
for a 5-2 lead. 

“Izzy is young, but she is 
a solid player and she 
knows where to go with 
the puck,” Roach said. 
“And Emily, as our only 
senior, knows what she is 
doing out there. They are 
two very talented and 
smart players.” 

After AC got one goal 
back, Meade capped the 
scoring and her hat trick 
with a highlight reel slap- 
shot from the point, snip- 
ing the puck high into the 
far corner of the net for a 
6-3 lead with 3:41 left. 

The good times contin- 
ued to roll for the Rams 
on Sunday in their 5-2 win 
over Latin Academy. 
Meade and King added 
two more goals each in 
the win, while junior for- 
ward Amber Hurley had 
other goal. 

While obviously pleased 
with his team’s results so 
far, Roach knows that 
many of their toughest 
games still lie ahead, 
starting on Wednesday 
night against Division 1 
power St. Mary’s at the 
Janas. Results of the 
game were not available 
as of press time, but 
Roach was looking for- 
ward to seeing how is 
team measured up against 
the talented Spartans. 

“Saint Mary’s is always 
one of the _ stronger 
Division 1 teams,” Roach 
said. “They’ve got great 
coaching and some very 
good players. It will be a 
good opportunity for us to 
see where we are as a 
team.” 
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Fitzler bounces back with a superb outing 


FROM BSW 


think some of that was 
just rust.” _ 

In the game Burlington, 
it appeared as if Fitzler 
wasn't moving as well as 
he did during those games 
as a sophomore. Sliding 
from post to post and 
going up and down, it did- 
n't look like he had his 
normal agility and athleti- 
cism. Certainly all that 
would be understandable. 
About seven months after 
helping the hockey team 
into the state tournament, 
Fitzler was a defensive 
back for the 'Cats soccer 
team and he had his sea- 
son cut short and upcom- 
ing season is hockey com- 
pletely wiped out. 

"We were — playing 
Winchester. I was running 
down and it was a 1-on-1 
and. I was going for the 
ball. I planted my leg and 
a kid drilled his foot right 
into my knee," he said. 

He tore his ACL, went 
under the knife about two 
months later. 

"I was out a year and it 
was tough," he said. "I 
was still on the roster last 
year for hockey so I came 
to every game and every 
practice so it was good to 
stay connected with the 
team. It was tough 
though. I feel not having 


any spring soccer because 
of COVID-19 \ definitely 
helped me because I was 
going to have to make a 
decision of either playing 
soccer, or just continue to 
do physical therapy and 
rest, so that made my 
decision easier." 

Fitzler came back 
strong for this past soccer 
season. He dabbled a little 
bit with off-season hockey 
but not as much as ‘he 
would have liked. Perhaps 
why his first game was 
tougher than normal. 

"I played a little bit in 
the off-season, so it was a 
little rust but I think most. 
of it was just nerves," he 
said. "It was definitely 
more calm coming into 
this game. The knee has 
been feeling fine, honest- 
ly. During the soccer sea- 
son it was fine and I felt 
strong. I think that first 
game was just nerves." 

While it may have been 
nerves, one thing for cer- 
tain is in his second start, 
he was moving much bet- 
ter around the net, getting 
up and down with no prob- 
lem, while also making 
some high-end quality 
saves from the start of the 
game all the way to the 
end. 

Just two minutes into the 


MIAA leaves door open for 
possible spring playoff format 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
Over the last few weeks, 
the MIAA has met with a 
number of its individual 
sports committees with 
regards to upcoming sea- 
sons or safety protocols 
for the current season. 
Last Wednesday, the 
MIAA ' Tournament 
Management Committee 
met and voted unanimous- 
ly to have no sponsored 
tournaments for the 

upcoming Fall-2 season. 
For Wilmington _ that 
means no potential play- 
offs for the football, vol- 
leyball and _ possibly 
indoor track team should 
that season get underway. 
For Tewksbury, that 
means no potential play- 
offs for football, swim- 


ming (co-op with 
Methuen) and then indoor 
track. For Shawsheen 
Tech, that means no 


potential playoff games 
for football or volleyball. 
The MIAA doesn't sanc- 
tion cheerleading, so there 
hasn't been anything to 
report on that sport yet. 
While the Tournament 
Committee voted no on 
playoffs for the Fall-2 sea- 
son, they left plenty of 
hope and optimism that 
perhaps there could be 
post-season: play for the 
spring season, which 
would include 
baseball/softball, tennis, 
lacrosse, outdoor track 
and then potentially 
wrestling, if that season 
does indeed get underway. 
“I think it’s time to talk 
to consider talking about 
having some sort of spring 
tournament,” Burlington 
athletic director Shaun 
Hart said to the Boston 
Herald. “Because of what 
was lost last spring, these 
kids deserve some sort of 
spring tournament.” 
There was. one other 
important topic on the 
agenda and that's the 
power rankings system, 
which will be put in place 
starting this fall season 
with the new state-wide 
playoff system, It was pre- 
viously voted to have 


.MaxPreps calculate the 


rankings, but the commit- 
tee voted 17-1 in favor of 
having the Boston Globe's 
and former Boston-Herald 
High School Sports Editor, 


Jim Clark, to compile it - 


instead. 

“MaxPreps was a start- 
ing point, but I’ve always 
hoped that we would have 
our own system within two 
years. This new power 
ratings system (created 
by Clark) came along a lot 
sooner,” said Hart to the 
Herald. 

The only concern to this 


was score differential 
being a factor in the rank- 
ings system. Former 


Rockport athletic director 


Mary Ryan, “who cast the 
only no vote, said the Cape 
Ann League athletic direc- 
tors liked the proposal, but 
wanted no part of a point 
differential”, according to 
the Herald's story. 

The Herald went on to 
say that, “Hart suggested 
that each sport committee 
could determine the actu- 
al point-differential num- 
ber for their respective 
sport, something which 
could very well happen in 
the upcoming months 
leading into September.” 

In last week’s Town 
Crier, we had a story 
about the decision that 
was made in regards to 
high school football. In.a 
closed-door meeting, the 
MIAA Football Committee 
meeting, voted to have 
just eight teams from the 
entire state qualify for 


each division come playoff © 


time. There’s an average 
of 35 teams per division, 
and a rankings system 
will determine which eight 
teams get in, thus just 
eight of the 35 teams from 
the entire state in each 
division would advance to 
the playoffs. 

This proposal still has to 
get approved by the 
Tournament Management 
Committee which will 
meet this week. 

If it gets approved, there 
would be a nine-game reg- 
ular season. Playoffs 
would start before 
Thanksgiving, then would 
be the Thanksgiving Day 
game, followed by addi- 
tional playoff games, 


including the state cham- 


pionships to be scheduled 
for the first weekend in 
December. Teams _ that 
qualify for the playoffs 
would have up to as many 
as 13 games in a season, 
no less than 11. 

For the teams, that don’t 
qualify, they would have 
an option of playing one 
consolation game _ before 
Thanksgiving and would 
not be allowed to exceed 11 
games in a season. Those 
schools who choose not to 
play a consolation game, 
could possibly go 20-to-25 
days between games from 
the end of the season to 
the Thanksgiving Day 


game. 
In last week’s Town Crier 
story, we quoted two 


tweets from TMHS AD 
Ron Drouin and TMHS 
Football coach Brian 
Aylward who are 100 per- 
cent against this new pro- 
posal. 

“In my seven years as 
Athletic Director, this is 
the worst decision I have 
seen,” said Drouin, while, 
Aylward added, “With this 
vote, football is going from 
70% qualifying for playoffs 
to 23% qualifying. If they 
went to 16 team playoff, it 
would be 44% qualifying. 
Good teams will be left 


game, Melrose started out 
on a 5-on-3 and got one 
blistering wrist shot past 
Fitzler. Still a man up, 
Melrose moved the puck 
around at will and fired 
four shots on net, all 
turned away by Fitzler. 
"Five-on-three's are not 
the best way to start a 
game, but we got through 
it. We persevered as a 
team and got three goals 
after that," he said. 
Fitzler made 16 saves in 
the first 22:30 half before 
turning away all ten he 
saw in the second half. 
His best stop of the day 
came with less than five 
minutes on the clock and 
the 'Cats leading by two. 


Above, Wilmington High senior Jason Davey skates in front of Burlington’ 
the puck at the blue line for the Wildcats, both during an earlier seaso 


Melrose's Charlie 
Haggerty gave a gorgeous 
backdoor pass to Will 
Pierce, who shifted to the 
back post only to see his 
backhander get. turned 
away by a beautiful pad 
save. cee 

"I knew that they liked 
back door so I was kind of 
anticipating it," said 
Fitzlér. "They kept trying 
to go back door through- 
out the game so I just 
tried to get there as fast 
as possible." 

That save and several 
others in the final few 
minutes, helped the 'Cats 
come away with the 3-1 
victory, the first of the 
season and first for 


AE. 


Fitzler since February of 
2019. When the game was 
over, he sat on the same 
chair from two weeks ear- 
lier, again getting support- 
ed by Cedrone, but this 
time in much happier 
times. 

"It's great (having 
Cedrone with me). I think 
it's better for the team. It 
keeps everything competi- 
tive between us and nei- 
ther of us can really slack 
off. It's great working 
with him. We're friends 
and he's my favorite 
goalie partner that I've 
had in all of hockey," said 
Fitzler, who has narrowed 
his choices down to 
UMass-Lowell and RIT 


a 


<4 


2 


and wants to. study 
mechanical engineering, 
while saying his varsity 
sports days are most like- 
ly over. 

"It was good and just 
huge for us to get that 
first win and hopefully 
keep the momentum 
going. Penalties definite- 
ly hurt us and they took a 
couple too which helped 


us. We moved the puck: 


better today as compared 
to the previous games so 
as long as we keep that up 
and come focused for the 
next game, we'll be 
alright." 


s Jack Jay and below, CJ Petrie handles 
n home game. (photos by Bob DeChiara). 


Wildcats overtake Melrose, get into win column 


FROM BSW 


the penalty box, allowed 
the 'Cats as a team to set- 
tle down. Just 3:18 after 
Melrose took the lead, 
Wilmington tied it up. On 
a line change, defenseman 
Matt Pendenza took the 
puck up the left wing 
boards. He skated into 
Melrose end and took a 
quick shot which was orig- 
inally saved but the puck 
squirted loose and Nathan 
Aliberti was there to 
pounce on it and drive it 
home. 

Melrose followed with 
penalties coming with 
13:31 and 9:44 left, but 
combined the 'Cats man- 
aged just three shots on 
net. Wilmington was then 
called for a penalty with 
1:23 to go. It appeared as 
if the 'Cats would ride out 
the rest of the period hold- 
ing off Melrose from scor- 
ing, but the reverse hap- 
pened. Freshman Mike 
Daniels, who had a real 
strong game, blocked a 
shot in his end and went 
on a breakaway, beating 
the goalie to the left side 
on a nice move. That 
game winning and short- 
handed goal came with 11 
seconds left in the period, 
totally demoralizing the 
Red Raiders. 

"Michael is a big strong 
kid. He has good athletic 


K 


instincts. He had a strong 
game," said Scanlon. 

Just 47 seconds into the 
third period, the penalty 
to the 'Cats expired. On 
the change, senior for- 
ward Jason Davey came 
off: the bench and -took a 
long stretch pass from 
Pendenza. Davey took the 
puck towards — going 
towards his. left and was 
on a 1-on-1 battle with a 
defenseman. He _ took 
strides towards the center 
of the net, pushing off the 
player, before finding an 
opening to slide the puck 
home for an impressive 
individual effort and more 
importantly the much 
needed insurance goal. 

Later in the period, 
Melrose was called for two 
penalties and the 'Cats 
couldn't convert. Fitzler 
kept it a two-goal lead 
with a big glove/body save 
off a turnover. Then with 
over 12 minutes left in the 
game, senior forward 
Chris Bernazani broke up 
a D-to-D pass and went in 
alone but was tripped up. 
The officials called for a 
penalty shot. He took: it, 
made a beautiful move, 
beating the goalie on the 
right side, but his high 
backhand shot nailed the 
top bar, going straight 
down and out. 


"Tough break for 
Bernazani when he went 
in alone. He did the right 
thing and the puck hit 
underneath and went bar 
down and out," said 
Scanlon. 

With under five minutes 
to go, Fitzler again came 
up big making a huge save 
off the stick of Will Pierce, 
and Wilmington was able 
to come away with the vic- 
tory, which says a lot con- 
sidering everything the 
team has been through 
over the last week-plus. 

"We got shut down before 
the Wakefield game so we 
didn't skate for about four 
days. Then we got two 
practices in before we 
played today so we 
weren't all that far 
behind. It's never good but 
we are adjusting on the fly 
everyday now. The condi- 
tioning could be better but 
we're hanging in there," 
said Scanlon. 

On top of the four days 
off, the 'Cats also lost sen- 
ior forward and captain 
Peter Kourkoutas, who 
suffered what appears to 
be a season ending injury 
from the team's previous 
game with Wakefield. 

"Having Peter out, hurts 
out because he would have 
been matched up with 
(Fennell) because Peter's 


a lot more of a physical 
player. We switched the 
match-up and (Robert) 
Courtney was put on him 
and did a good job engag- 
ing him (with physical 
contact)." 

Besides Fitzler and the 


three goal scorers, 
Wilmington also got great 
performances out of 


defenseman Matt Vinal, 
as well as the team's third 
line consisting of Aliberti 
with Bill Alworth and 
Tristan DiMeco. 

"Vinal was good and 
solid for us. He's been a 
good player for us (thus 
far)," said Scanlon. "I 
thought our third line 
helped us out a lot. They 
earried play against 
(Melrose's) third line and 
that helps us stay a little 
bit fresher (with our other 
two lines) especially with 
the 22:30 minute halves." 

Wilmington had a 
rematch with Melrose on 
Wednesday with results 
not known as of presstime 
and then will have a make 
up game with Wakefield 
on Saturday night in 
Everett beginning’ at 6:30 
pm. The team will then 
have a week off before 
hosting Watertown on 
February 6th. 
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Paul D. Smalley 


Served in the United States Army 


Elaine E (Sullivan) Gottlander 
Worked at the Raytheon Company 


Elaine F. (Sullivan) Gott- 
lander, age 76, of Wilming- 
ton, passed away peaceful- 
ly on Jan. 24, 2021, at the 
Lahey Clinic in Burling- 
ton. 

Elaine was born in Som- 
erville on Sept. 21, 1944; 
she was raised and edu- 
cated in Wilmington and 
was a graduate of Wil- 
mington High School. 

Elaine married her 
"sweetheart" and_ best 
friend John Gottlander 
over 53 years ago; the cou- 
ple bought. their dream 
home in Wilmington where 
they raised two wonderful 
children Kris and John. 

Elaine was a wonderful 
wife and mother; she did 
everything for her family 
and was often seen at her 
children's school and 
sporting events. 

Elaine's role as "Gram- 
my" to Nicolas, Makayla 
and Madison, was one she 
treasured; her grandchil- 
dren brought great joy to 
her life and she loved 
spending time with thém. 

Elaine always looked for- 
ward to summers spent at 
the cottage on Cape Cod 
where she loved boating, 
going to the beach and 
watching her children, 
nieces, nephews, and ex- 
tended family enjoy them- 
selves. Elaine's family and 
friends had many wonder- 
ful times together on the 
Cape; making countless 
memories to be shared for 
generations. 

Elaine was a hard work- 
er and a valued employee 
at the Raytheon Company 
for many years. She work- 
ed as an administrative as- 


sistant at Raytheon in 
Andover and then was 
transferred over to the 
Tewksbury location where 
she worked in the Japan 
Patriot Program Office. 
Elaine had a great person- 
ality, she was friendly, 
kind and helpful towards 
her co-workers. Elaine 
loved the people she work- 
ed with and many of them 
became long-time friends 
that she considered family. 

In her spare time, Elaine 
looked forward to the time 
she spent with her family 
and friends, she was a 
"whiz" at puzzles and al- 
ways had one going on the 
dining room table and she 
was always up for a friend- 
ly game of golf. 

Elaine will be remem- 
bered as a wonderful lady, 
friendly, kind and caring; 
she had an endearing per- 
sonality and a_ beautiful 
smile. Elaine was always 
there to help her family 
and friends, they were her 
world. Elaine touched all 
who knew her and she will 
be forever in their hearts. 

Elaine was the beloved 
wife of 53 years to John 
Gottlander, devoted moth- 
er of Kris Gentile and her 
husband Antonio of East 
Bridgewater, and the late 
John Gottlander. 

Loving "Grammy" of Ni- 
colas, Makayla and Madi- 
son Gentile, cherished 
daughter of the late Ed- 
ward and Ruth (Fidler) 
Sullivan, step-daughter of 
the late Helen Sullivan. 

Dear sister of Ann Pan- 
nesi and her husband Ron 
of North Carolina, the late 
Kevin Sullivan and his late 


Allen J. Hancock 


Retired Tewksbury Fire Dept. Lieutenant 
and former Army veteran 


Allen J. Hancock, age 82, 
a resident of Tewksbury 
for 60 years, passed away 
at home Saturday, Jan. 16, 

" 2021. 

He was the 
beloved hus- 
band of Ann 
E. Hancock, with whom 
he celebrated their 59th 
wedding anniversary on 
Sept. 9, 2020. 

Born in Boston on Aug. 
25, 1938, he was the oldest 
of four children of the late 
Tex D. Hancock and the 
late Christine M. “Tina” 
(MacLeod) Hancock. 

Allen was raised in Wil- 
mington where he attend- 
ed Wilmington public ele- 
mentary schools, and gra- 
duated from Essex Agri- 
cultural High School in 
Danvers. He later earned 
an Associate Degree in 
Fire Science at a local 
community college. 

Since their wedding, Al- 
len and Ann have resided 
in Tewksbury, where they 
raised their five children. 

He was an Army veter- 
an, and was honorably dis- 
charged on Aug. 3, 1963. 

Allen was a_ retired 
Tewksbury firefighter, LT - 
a job that he loved. He 
started out as a call fire- 
fighter in Tewksbury be- 
fore joining the depart- 
ment full time. He was a 
member of the depart- 
ment’s scuba team as well. 

While on the depart- 
ment, he was bestowed 
the 1977 Tewksbury Distin- 
guished Firefighter Award 
and the 1978 Tewksbury 
Firefighter of the Year 
Award. After retiring from 
the Tewksbury Fire Dept, 
he worked part time as a 
home inspector and insur- 
ance adjuster. 

He aided in fundraising 
for MDA for years, includ- 
ing helping with the local 
MDA telethons. He also 
built handicap ramps and 
constructed dunk tanks 


for the various fundrais- 
ing events: for MDA and 
other charities as request- 
ed. He liked rallying the 
crowds in his fundraising 
efforts even raising money 
by auctioning the ability 
to shave his head, handle- 
bar mustache and beard. 

Allen was a member of 
Tewksbury Senior Men’s 
Group; member of ACTS, 
and an Oblate Associate 
at his parish, St. Williams. 

He looked forward to his 
monthly dinners and sea- 
sonal trips with long-time 
friends Betty and John 
Duffill and Lorraine and 
John Wilson as well as re- 
tirees’ outings with fellow 
firefighters, including his 
regular get togethers with 
Richard Gath and James 
Farley. 

Allen will be remem- 
bered for his love for his 
family and his friends, and 
his time spent with them, 
his love of laughter, as 
well as his love for travel, 
camping, wood working 
and crafts, and helping 
anyone in need. He was 
always quick with a joke, 
long with a story. and a 
smile for both. 

The Hancock family 
would like to thank Ana 
Maria Guzman, Tania Guz- 
man, Valerie Larose, Mir- 
iam Roche, Kelmy Espi- 
nal, and the nurses and 
aids with Hospice of Mas- 
sachusetts, especially Nan- 
cy McMahon, RN, who all 
lovingly cared for Al. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Ann E. (McGunigle) 
Hancock of Tewksbury; 
children, Maureen A. Han- 
cock of Tewksbury, Chris- 
tine A. (Hancock) Dono- 
van and her husband Jo- 
seph of Tyngsboro, Shawn 
A. Hancock and his wife 
Alison (Small) of Tewks- 
bury, and Timothy P. Han- 
cock and his wife Mary 
Martha (O’Donnell) of Me- 
thuen; his son-in-law, Mi- 
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wife Nancy of Wilmington, 
the late Edward Sullivan 
and his. wife Ruth of 
Dracut and the late Ruth 
Vale and her late husband 
Leonard of New Hamp- 
shire. 

Elaine is also survived 
by many special nieces, 
nephews and friends. 

Family and friends will 
gather for Visiting Hours 
at the Nichols Funeral 
Home, 187 Middlesex Ave. 
(Rt. 62), Wilmington, on 
Thursday, Jan. 28 from 4 - 
7 p.m. A Funeral Service 
for Elaine will be held at 
the Funeral Home on Fri- 
day, Jan. 29 at 11 a.m. fol- 
lowed by an interment at 
Wildwood Cemetery, Wil- 
mington. All guests are 
required to wear masks 
while in the Funeral Home. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation in 
Elaine's memory to Local 
Heroes, Inc., P. O. Box 536, 
Wilmington, MA 01887. 

http://www.nichols 
funeralhome.com 


chael L. Wood of New Lon- 
don, NH, who was the hus- 
band of his late daughter, 


Charlene A. (Hancock) 
Wood; six grandchildren, 
Thomas and Ian Wood, 
Hannah and Brennan Han- 
cock, Cieran and Declan 
Hancock; his sister, Jo- 
anna Flashman of Flo- 
rida; his brother, Francis 
Hancock and his wife 
Marsha of Nebraska; his 
brothers and sisters in- 
law, Bernard Nally of Wil- 
mington, Claire (McGuni- 
gle) Denahey of Hamp- 
stead, NH, and Robert 
Shone of Lynnfield; also 
many nieces, nephews, 
great nieces and great 
nephews. 

Allen was the father of 
the late Charlene A. (Han- 
cock) Wood, brother of the 
late Texann Nally, and 
brother-in-law of the late 
Mary (McGunigle) Shone 
and Joseph Denahey 

Due to the pandemic, 
services for Al will be pri- 
vate. 

Donations honoring his 
memory may be made to 
Autism Speaks or the 
Leukemia Lymphoma So- 
ciety. 
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Paul D. Smalley, age 84, a 
long-time resident of Wil- 
mington, passed away 
peacefully on Jan. 19, 2021. 

Paul was 
the belov- 
ed husband 
of Lucille 
(Morse) Smalley of Wil- 
mington. He was the loving 
father of Paul D. Smalley 
of New Hampshire and 
Elizabeth (Smalley) Mul- 
lett and her husband Ste- 
ven of Wilmington. 

Paul was the cherished 
grandfather of Elizabeth 
Frances and David Mul- 


lett of Wilmington. He was 
the son of the late Jesse 
James and Elizabeth (Hic- 
key) Smalley. 

Paul was predeceased by 
his siblings James, John 
and Donald Smalley and 
Caroline Ryan. 

Family and friends gath- 
ered for visitation on Sat- 
urday, Jan. 23, from 1 -2 
p.m. immediately followed 
by a funeral home service 
at 2 p.m. Interment with 
military honors followed 
in Wildwood Cemetery. 

Paul proudly served in 
the United States Army. 
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Downs named top producer 


Competitive Edge 


WILMINGTON —Com- 
petitive Edge Real Hs- 
tate congratulates top 
producer for 2020 Pa- 
mela Downs! 

“Throughout this de- 
manding year and count- 
less adjustments to our 
‘normal’ real estate pro- 
fession process, Pam 
continued to achieve top 
honors in. listing and 
sales eight years run- 
ning.” 

Pamela Downs and her 
husband Frank are life- 
long residents of Wil- 
mington. 

“Competitive Edge Real 
Estate Services, LLC is 
so proud of the great 
things achieved again in 


for 2020 by 


A PAMELA DOWNS 


2020!” 

Her conscientious at- 
tention to detail in all as- 
pects of listing and sell- 
ing your home and her 


LEGAL NOTICES ARCHIVE 


All published legal notices are posted to the Massachusetts Public Notices website. 
To search the archive of previously published legal notices go to: 
www-homenewshere.com OR masspublicnotices.org/Search.aspx 


Real Estate . 


level of knowledge is tru- 
ly remarkable. Pam’s 
connections to some of 
the best people in the © 
industry helps pave the 
way for smooth transac- 
tions from start to finish. 
Broker/owner Diane 
LeBoeuf stated, “She is 
truly one of the best I’ve 
worked with and I am ex- 
cited to share her good 
news.” 
Please give Pam a call 
for any of your real es- 
tate needs or questions. 
Competitive Edge Real 
Estate: 978-851-5580; Pa- 


mela’s cell: 978-944-1558 
and email: pdowns881@ 
gmail.com 


www.compedgeres.com 


TOWN OF WILMINGTON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


PUBLIC MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that a 
Public Meeting will conducted via 
remote participation on Wednes- 
day, February 3, 2021 at 7:05 
p.m., in compliance with provi- 
sions of MGL Chapter 131, Sec- 
tion 40, and 310 CMR 10.00 on 
a Request for Determination of 
Applicability, filed by Shawn 
Nolin, 530 Shawsheen Avenue, 
Wilmington, MA 01887, owner 
and applicant. This filing is for 
removal of four (4) trees. This 
work is within the 100-foot Buffer. 
Zone to Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands as designated by the 
MA Wetlands Protection Act, 
MGL Chapter 131, Sect. 40 and 
310 CMR 10.00. This property 
is located at 530 Shawsheen 
Avenue, Wilmington, MA 01887 
and shown on Assessor's Map 23 
Parcel 8H. The hearing will be 
conducted via Zoom. The public 
will be able to participate by 
using this link: https://usO2web. 
zoom.us/j/88077359467 ?7pwd= 
VOVTWmUwNTZEZVRBNHd 
5MzJINUZrQTO9 or by calling in 
at 1-646-558-8656 and entering 
meeting ID 880 7735 9467. A 
copy of the application is on file 
at the Department of Planning 
& Conservation, Room 6, Wilm- 
ington Town Hall, and can be 
requested by emailing cpepe@ 
wilmingtonma.gov between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 
Donald Pearson, Chair 
Conservation Commission 
210074 1/27/21 


LEGAL NOTICE 


TOWN OF WILMINGTON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


PUBLIC MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that a 
Public Meeting will conducted via 
remote participation on Wednes- 
day, February 3, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m., in compliance with provi- 
sions of MGL Chapter 131, Sec- 
tion 40, and 310 CMR 10.00 on 
a Request for Determination of 
Applicability, filed by Rebecca 
Maison, 32 Shady Lane Drive, 
owner and applicant. This filing is 
for construction of an 8' x 16 
screened in deck. This work is 
within the 100-foot Buffer Zone to 
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands 
as designated by the MA Wet- 
lands Protection Act, MGL Chap- 
ter 131, Sect. 40 and 310 CMR 
10.00. This property is located at 
32 Shady Lane Drive, Wilming- 
ton, MA 01887 and shown on 
Assessor's Map 81 Parcel 10. 
The hearing will be conducted via 
Zoom. The public will be able to 
participate by using this link: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/ 
88077359467 ?7pwd=VOVTWm 
UwNTZEZVRBNHd5MzJINUZr 
QTO9 or by calling in at 
1-646-558-8656 and entering 
meeting ID 880 7735 9467. A 
copy of the application is on file 
at the Department of Planning 
& Conservation, Room 6, 
Wilmington Town Hall, and can 
be requested by emailing 
cpepe @wilmingtonma.gov 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 
Donald Pearson, Chair 
Conservation Commission 
210073 1/27/21 


LEGAL NOTICE 


TOWN OF WILMINGTON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


Notice is hereby given that a 
Public Hearing will be held in 
Town Hall, Room 9, 121 Glen 
Road, Wilmington, MA 01887, on 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 at 
7:10 p.m. in compliance with the 
provisions of MGL Chapter 131, 
Section-40, and 310 CMR 10.00 
on a Notice of Intent filed by 
Wilmington Housing Authority, 41 
Deming Way, Wilmington, MA 
01887, owner and applicant. The 
filing is for removal and replace- 
ment of approximately 400’ of 
driveway, driveway repair, and 
stormwater improvements. This 
work is within 100-foot buffer 
zone to Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands as designated by the 
MA Wetlands Protection Act, 
M.G.L. Chapter 131, Sect, 40 
and 310 CMR 10.00. This prop- 
erty is located at 41 Deming Way, 
Wilmington, MA 01887 and 
shown on Assessor’s Map 30 
Parcel 1. The hearing will be 
conducted via Zoom. The public 
will be able to participate by 
using this link: https://usO2web. 
zoom.us/j/88077359467 ?pwd= 
VOVTWmUwWNTZEZVRBNHd5 
MzJINUZrQTO9. Or by calling in 
at 1-646-558-8656 and entering 
meeting ID 880 7735 9467. A 
copy of the application is on file 
at the Department of Planning 
and Conservation, Room 6, 
Wilmington Town Hall, and 
may be requested by emailing 
cpepe @wilmingtonma.gov 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 
Donald Pearson, Chair 
Conservation Commission 
210072 1/27/21 


LEGAL NOTICE 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 

PROBATE AND 


FAMILY COURT 


Middlesex Probate 
and Family Court 
208 Cambridge Street 
Cambridge, MA 02141 
(617) 768-5800 


CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 


Docket No. MI20P3845EA 


Estate of: 
Michael J. Parent 
Also known as: 
Michael John Parent 
Date of Death: 07/13/2020 


To all interested persons: 


A Petition for S/A - Formal Pro- 
bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Roger Parent of 
Hudson NH requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 


The Petitioner requests that: 
Roger Parent of Hudson NH 
be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised 
administration 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. ‘You 
have a right to object to: this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written ap- 
pearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 02/19/2021. 


This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file‘a 
written appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceeding. If 


‘ 


you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed .by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative ap- 
pointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or. annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal Repre- 
sentative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration. 
WITNESS, Hon. Maureen H. 
Monks, First Justice of this Court. 
Date: January 22, 2021 

Tara E. DeCristofaro, 

Register of Probate 


210077 1/27/21 


By HEATHER BURNS 
News Correspondent 


s winter lingers 
on, the cold and 
darkness of the 
season can have 
a profound effect 
on your mood. This is par- 
ticularly true for the avid, 
outdoor gardener who is 
forced to put the joys of 
gardening to bed for a long 
winter’s nap while they 
patiently wait for spring. 

One way to beat the win- 
ter gardening blues is to 
surround yourself with the 
natural beauty of house 
plants. 

There are many brightly 
blooming plants that can 
add a much needed touch 
of spring to your home dur- 
ing the long winter months. 

If you are looking for 
bright. blooms, Begonias 
come in a large array of 
varieties that will boast 
pink, white, yellow, or or- 
ange blossoms all winter 
long. 

Kalanchoe are readily 
available all winter and 
add a bright pop of color 
to any room. Their color 


the winter months 


hues range from white to 
bright pink, yellow, orange 
and red, and will continue 
to bloom all winter as long 
as you remove any dead 
flower to allow new 
growth. 

African violets are easy 
to grow and adjust well to 
the drier, indoor air of the 
winter months. They do 
not like direct sunlight, 
and are small and com- 
pact, so they need little 
space and attention, but 
will reward you with con- 
tinuous blooms. 

There are also dozens of 
houseplants that have no 
brightly colored blossoms 
such as Dracaena, Pothos, 
or Spathiphyllum, but they 
can add a lush, green 
ambience to a room remi- 
niscent of a summer’s day. 

When caring for house- 
plants of any kind, keep in 
mind that even though 
they are indoors, they can 
still be affected by climate 
changes from the winter 
season. To keep indoor 
plants happy and healthy 
during the colder months 
you will need to modify 
their regular care routine. 


Rossetti, Musto 
make President's List 
at Fitchburg — 


FITCHBURG — Fitch- 
burg . State University 
President Richard S. 
Lapidus has announced 
the names of students 
included on the Presi- 
dent’s List for the Fall 
2020 semester. 

The President’s List 
honors students for con- 
sistently high academic 
achievement. A student 
is named to the list after 
achieving a 3.75 average 
in each of three succes- 


sive semesters. 


Tewksbury 
¢ Megan J. Rossetti 


Wilmington 
¢ Katelyn E. Musto 


Fitchburg State Uni- 
versity enrolls 7,000 day 
and evening students in 
more than 50 programs 
of study. The university 
was established in 1894. 


17 students make 
— Dean’s List 
at Fitchburg State 


FITCHBURG — Fitch- 
burg State University 
President Richard S. 
Lapidus has announced 
the students who quali- 
fied for inclusion on the 
Dean’s List for the Fall 
2020 semester. 

A student is placed on 
the Dean’s List for the 
semester if an average 
grade of 3.20 or better is 
attained, and the stu- 
dent is attending the 
university full time. 


Tewksbury 
¢ Angella S. Bankowski 


e Nicole J. Beatrice 

e Alyssa B. Cappiello 
¢ James B. Costigan 

¢ Samira M. El Hakim 
¢ Devynn M. Fleming 
¢ Victoria E. Fuller 

e Joshua O. Kuffoh 

¢ Marissa N. Ladderbush 
¢ Erin L. Mader 

¢ Isabella N. Mirisola 
e Andrew J. Nunes 

e Akash Ranjit 

¢ Lauren N. Riccardi 
e Derek S. Schumaker 
¢ Erin Snow-Spinney 


Wilmington 
e Jake P. Arsenault 


Houseplants need less 
water during the winter, 
even though indoor, winter 
air is typically very dry. 
Plants experience slower 
growth rates in cold tem- 
peratures and some plants 
go completely dormant. 

Because of this reduction 
in growth, plants require 
less water to keep them 
hydrated. 

However, winter air will 
dry a plant's surface soil 
more quickly, so surface 
soil moisture is not a good 
indicator that a plant 
needs water. 

For a more accurate 
read, poke your finger an 
inch or two into the soil. If 
it is dry below the surface, 
then it is time to water. 
Avoid overwatering as it 
can lead to root rot and 
eventual plant. termina- 
tion. 

‘The. dryness of winter 
air can drop the humidity 
level in your home to 10 or 
20 percent, and most 
plants prefer levels closer 
to 50 percent. 

To raise the humidity le 
vel near your plants, start 
by clustering your plants 


close together. Plants natu- 
rally release water through 
their leaves by transpiring, 
so grouping them together 
will help the plants to help 
themselves. You may also 
want to move your plants 
to a temporary “winter 
home” in your house in the 
kitchen or bathroom, as 
these rooms tend to have 
more moisture than the 
rest of your house. 

Plants will also enjoy 
the benefits of a humidifi- 
er or just leaving a tray or 
bowl of water nearby to 
evaporate into the air. 

Misting plants only gives 
temporary relief, and 
would require misting sev- 
eral times a day, every 
day, for your plants to reap 
any real benefits. Over 
misting can lead to fungal 


problems, so overall, mist- 


ing is time consuming and 
may cause more harm 
than good. 

Fluctuating  tempera- 
tures can kill a houseplant 
just as easily as prolonged 
periods of heat or cold. 
Most plants~are comfort- 
able with a daytime tem- 
perature of 65 to 75 de- 


26 students receive 
honors at University 
of New Hampshire 


The following students 

, received honors at the 

University of New Hamp- 
shire 


Tewksbury 

Highest Honors: Molly 
Hodgson and Teagan 
Trant 

High Honors: Timothy 
Morris 

Honors: Jaclyn 
Harrington, Jordan 
Lemieux, Michael . 
Monahan, and 
Samantha Schultz 


Wilmington 
Highest Honors: 


Andrew Almeida, Holly 
Doyle, Natalie Medros, 
Alyssa Morrison, 
Katelyn Newton, and 
Justin Trevisani 
High Honors: Christina 
Amato, Eric Ayvazian, 
Brandon Belmonte, 
Nicole Gianatassio, 
Kasey Kingman, Chloe 
McCauley, Molly 
O'shea, Cameron 
Pickett, Christopher 
Popa, and Kyle Vallee 
Honors: Avery 
Andersen, Michael 
Cocca and Joseph- 
Rebeiro 


13 students named to . 
Dean’s List at Lasell Univ. 


NEWTON — Lasell 
University students were 
recently named to the 
Fall 2020 Dean's List for 
strong academic per- 
formance, with a sem- 
ester GPA of 3.5 or high- 
er. 
¢ Victoria Capone of 
Wilmington 
¢ Kyra Walsh of 
Wilmington 
¢ Beverly Banks of 
Wilmington 
¢ Kaitlin Cummings of 
Wilmington 
e Shawn Guiney of 


Pay a Subscription Bill 
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Wilmington . 

° Leonardo Frisella of 
Tewksbury ‘ 
e Alyssa Mercurio of 
Tewksbury 

e Brooke Murray of 
Tewksbury 

¢ Olivia Powers of 
Tewksbury 

e Madison Gallant of 
Tewksbury 

° Cassidy Phillips of 
Tewksbury 

e Jacob Figueroa of 


‘Tewksbury 


e Sarah Milne of 
Tewksbury 


grees, and night tempera- 
ture of above 50 degrees. 
Avoid keeping plants near 


sources of cold drafts, like 


entryways, but also avoid 
extreme heat sources such 
as radiators, ovens, and 
fireplaces. 

The winter months not 
only provide us with fewer 
hours of sunlight, but the 
sun’s rays come at a lower 
angle. You may need to 
relocate certain plants to a 
brighter spot for the win- 
ter, or add supplement, ar- 
tificial light. Move plants 
to a south or west facing 
window to provide the best 
winter sunlight, making 
sure to avoid contact with 
frosty window panes to 
avoid draft exposure. 

When grouping plants to- 
gether, be sure to rotate 
their position weekly to en- 
sure all plant sides get 
even sun exposure. 

For many of us, cold 
weather often promotes 
“couch potato” behavior, 
causing many of us to seek 
out a New Year’s diet plan. 
Well, the same goes for 
your houseplants. Feeding 
your plants with fertilizers 


-~ ability to transpire. 


ay, GaN NE 


Clustering house- 
plants together in 
the winter months 
~ helps plants to nat- 
urally raise much 

; needed humidity 
levels byte plants 


(Heather Burns 
photos) 


vo 


when they are experienc- 
ing a slow growth period 
will upset their natural 
growth cycle because you 
are supplying food when 
the plants activity is at its 
lowest. 

Hold off on’all fertilizers 
until spring when plants 
will need extra fuel to en- 
ergize growth. 

Because the growth peri- 
od is slow in the winter, al- 
so wait until spring to re- 
pot any plants or take cut- 
tings of plants. 

Enjoy the promise of 
spring that an indoor gar- 
den of houseplants can 
invoke. Their natural beau- 
ty will surely brighten 
your home and your mood. 
However, keep in mind that 
like your sleeping gardens 
just outside’ your windows, 
indoor plants are taking a 
little siesta from their reg- 
ular growing cycle, too. 

Think of the winter 
months as a time to put a 
“Do Not Disturb until 
Spring” sign up on your 
houseplants regular care 
routine, while you enjoy 
their beautiful, winter 
slumber. 


11 students named 
to Dean’s List 
at NSCC 


DANVERS — North 
Shore Community Col- 
lege Interim President 
Dr. Nate Bryant is pleas- 
ed to announce that the 
students listed below 
were Dean's List stu- 
dents for the Fall 2020 
semester. 

Dean's List Honors 
are awarded to students 
who have earned six or 
more semester hours of 
academic credit with a 
Grade Point Average 


(GPA) of 3.30 or higher. 


Tewksbury 

Amber Arsenault, 
Nancy Cappiello, 
Thomas Demasse, 
Paige Graham, Ashley 
Squillacioti, Amy 
Stacey-Daloia, Lauren 
Ward 


Wilmington 

Rebecca Callahan, 
Jenna Davey, Alaina 
Desantis, Lydia Waite 


Three students 
make Dean's List 
at Dean College 


FRANKLIN — Dean 
College is pleased to 
announce that France- 
leesha Dornevil of Wil- 
mington and Madison 
Clement and Alyssa 
Theodos of Tewksbury 
have earned a place on 
the Dean's List for the 
Fall 2020 semester. Stu- 
dents named to the 
Dean's List have dem- 
onstrated a_ serious’ 
commitment to their 
studies while at Dean 
College. 

Founded in 1865, Dean 


| Change of Address Form | 


College is a private, re- 
sidential college loeat- 
ed in Franklin Massa- 


chusetts, 45 minutes 
from Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, and Provi- 


dence, Rhode Island. 
Dean College offers 
baccalaureate degrees, 
associate degree pro- 
grams, as well as a 
robust schedule of part- 
time continuing and 
professional education 
credit and certificate 
programs throughout 
the calendar year. 
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Wilmington to keep a ‘tight’ 
budget for FY22 


‘BUDGET FROM PAGE 1 


budget is up 2.5 percent 
from last year with no 
staffing increases. Hull 
said that Superintendent 
Dr. Glenn Brand talked 
about salary adjustments 
being the majority of the 
need, along with the ex- 
pectation that most stu- 
dents who left the dis- 
trict this year would re- 
_ turn. The Shawsheen Tech 
budget is increasing due 
to the increase ‘in enroll- 
ment there. 

The biggest projects 
coming up are the new 
town hall/school admin- 
istration building, the 
senior center, and the 
fire substation: Hull men- 
tioned that the first two 
might come before Town 
Meeting soon with fund- 
ing for construction, 
whereas the fire substa- 
tion is still identifying a 
site.’ 3 

Technology improve- 
ments will include re- 
placing computer labs, 
projectors, and network 
switches. Other smaller 

_ items for improvement 
include but aren’t limited 
to replacing town ve- 
hicles, police radio infra- 
structure and computers, 
track resurfacing, adding 
a sidewalk plow, replac- 
ing the ceiling tiles at the 
Woburn Street School, 
and moving an under- 
ground sewer pump above 
ground. They also plan to 
‘clean 15 town wells, 


install sensors on Woburn 
Street, and pay off a 
remaining debt to Russell 
Disposal for the barrels 
that the town purchased 
for all residents. 

The only personnel in- 
creases proposed are a 
new police sergeant and 
a relief custodian. Two 
of the many things help- 
ing to decrease costs this 
year were saving on le- 
gal fees and paying off 
the high school project 
debt. 

All the proposed re- 
quests involve $2,252,000 
from free cash, $555,000 
for water and $65,000 for 
sewer. There is also a 
$750,000 cost to Chapter 
90. ; 

In his final remarks, 
Hull recognized the com- 
passionate work of the 
police and fire personnel, 
the gracious help of the 
IT and Recreation de- 
partments, and the adap- 
tability of services like 
Veterans Services, the 
Senior Center, and the 
library. 

“Hach one of you plays 
a vital role in the opera- 
tion of local govern- 
ment,” he said. “Thank 
you for your service.” 

He said it’s up to the 
department heads and 
himself to make the ca- 
ses for all the budget 
proposals to the Finance 
Committee starting with 
the first hearing the very 
next night. The Finance 
Committee will conclude 


the budget hearings and 
make recommendations 
on March.16, and the en- 
tire budget will be voted 
upon at Town Meeting on 
May 1. 

Several board members 
appreciated Hull’s con- 
servative approach for 
the coming year’s bud- 
get. Eaton said this was 
a testament to their his- 
torical budgeting suc- 
cess. 

“It struck me immedi- 
ately that you kept [the 
budget] as tight as you 
could this year,” said 
O’Mahony. 

Bendel specifically men- 
tioned the investments 
being made in education, 
public safety, and infra- 
structure. 

In addition to thanking 
Hull and everyone who 
helped: put the report 
together, they plugged 
the. upcoming Finance 
Committee meetings and 
anticipated diving deep- 
er into the budget. 

“This is really the most 
important thing that we 
do,” O’Mahony contin- 
ued. “We want everyone 
to have as much infor- . 
mation as they can.” 

The Finance Commit- 
tee hearings will be con- 
ducted on Jan. 26 and 28; 
Feb. 2, 4, 9, 11, 23, and 25; 
and March 2 and 4. 
Meetings will be broad- 
casted live on WCTV and 
be recorded and put on- 
line. 


A7W. 


Supt. proposes a $44.8M 
budget for FY22 


SCHOOL FROM PAGE 1 


elementary scheduling 
committees, the vision of 
an inclusive environment, 
and professional devel- 
opment related to diver- 
sity and inclusion. 
Assistant Superinten- 
dent Christine Elliott ex- 
plained items under the 
Curriculum and Staff 


- Development budget, in- 


cluding subscription re- 
newals, program costs, 
assessment tools, and 


the strategic plan imple- © 


mentation. New things 
for curriculum next year 
will be middle school so- 
cial studies frameworks, 
dyslexia screening soft- 
ware for kindergarten 
students, Elevate Science 
replacement kits, and a 
language word study for 
grades 3-5. 

Other expected expens- 
es for the curriculum 
budget account are the 
district art show, ACE 
curriculum, the STEM 
Fair planning committee, 
software licenses, and 
library conferences. 

_ She also described cur- 
riculum supplies and ma- 
terials that fall under 
this section, like office 
supplies, new staff orien- 
tation, professional de- 
velopment day costs, text- 
books, and substitute sa- 
laries. She added that 
she’d like to get a.better 
sense of the state of all 
the k-5 classroom libra- 
ries to determine what 
they need, although a lot 
of teachers regularly add 


things to their classroom 
libraries out of pocket. 

Brand later added that 
a recent grant will be put 
toward expanding the di- 
versity of classroom li- 
braries. 

Director of Student 
Support Services Alice 
Brown-Legrand observ- 
ed that this year had a 
financial impact on her 
department, as increas- 
ed mental health needs 
required additional serv- 
ice providers and evalua- 


‘tions. Changes made for 


this year that she refer- 
enced were the Multi- 
Tiered System of Sup- 
ports Leadership insti- 
tute, the virtual care- 
givers series, and behav- 
ioral health supports in 
the reopening plan. 

With the demand for 
services likely to contin- 
ue to increase, she said 
they’d first look at ex- 
panding existing part- 
nerships or shifting roles 
within the district before 
introducing extra cost. 
She also expects contin- 
ued grant funds for the 
department. 

The committee asked 
what recommendations 
from the Walker Report 
were acted upon, and she 
referenced inclusive prac- 
tice training among oth- 
ers. 

IT Director Ken Lorde 
then briefed the commit- 
tee on the Information 
Technology Department 
budget. Some of the work 
proposed will be to pur- 
chase software and li- 


censes to support remote 


‘learning and replace a 


number of computer labs, 
chromebooks, and _ pro- 
jectors. He was asked his 
opinion of letting stu- 
dents younger than mid- 
dle school take home 
chromebooks, and he re- 
commended sticking to 
cart-based instead of the 
1-to-1 program for that 
age. 

Director of Administra- 
tion and Finance Paul 
Ruggerio said the budget 
had been changed after 
meeting with the town 
manager to decrease 
their 2.75 percent in- 
erease to only 2.5 per- 
cent. He covered salary 
and non-salary changes 
and increases, from re- 
tirement to athletics, le- 
gal services, and elec- 
tricity. 

The overall budget, he 
reported, is $44,815,088. 
This is the budget that 
was brought to the town 
manager on Jan. 25, the 
budget hearing on Feb. 
10, and then voted upon 
at the annual Town Meet- . 
ing in May. 

The only subcommittee 
report for the night was 
a reminder for a SEPAC 
meeting on Jan. 28 at 
6:30 p.m. on Zoom. While 
the committee was- pre- 
pared to talk about M. J. 
Byrnes’ response to the 
Education Commission- 
er’s statement on MCAS, 
she suggested that they 
move it to their next 
meeting, which would be 
Feb. 10 at 7 p.m. 


Champoux named to Dean’s List at Sacred Heart University 


FAIRFIELD, CT — 
Jacqueline Champoux of 
Wilmington was named to 
the Dean’s List of Sacred 
Heart University with a 
4.0 gpa. Jacqueline, a 2018 
graduate of Wilmington 
High School is a junior at 
Sacred Heart, majoring in 
Communication Studies 


concentrating in PR, Ad- 
vertising and Digital Mar- 
keting. 


About Sacred 
Heart University 
Sacred Heart University, 
the second-largest inde- 
pendent Catholic universi- 
ty in New England, offers 


more than 70 undergradu- 
ate, graduate, doctoral 
and certificate programs 
on its main campus in 
Fairfield, Conn., and sa- 
tellites in Connecticut, 
Luxembourg and Ireland. 
More than 8,000 students 
attend the University’s 
five colleges: Arts & Sci- 


ences; Health Profes- 
sions; Nursing; the Jack 
Welch College of Busi- 
ness; and the Isabelle 
Farrington College of Ed- 
ucation. 

The Princeton Review 
includes SHU in its guides 
Best 379 Colleges — 2015 
Edition, “Best in the 


Northeast” and Best 296 
Business Schools — 2015 
Edition. U.S.News & 
World Report ranks SHU 
among the best master’s 
universities in the North 


in its annual “America’s 


Best Colleges” publica- 
tion. SHU fields 32 divi- 
sion I athletic teams and 


has an award-winning pro- 
gram of community serv- 
ice. www.sacredheart.edu 

For additional Sacred 
Heart University news, 
please visit http://www 
.sacredheart.edu/about- 
shu/news/ 
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2015 Honda Fit LX Hatchback 
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HP7055, Auto., Black,23K miles 

2013 Toyota Camry LE 
13,998 
14,498 


H2007101, Auto., Blue, 50K miles 
14898 


| 2012 Honda CRV EX-L Nav 
514998 


H2100831, Auto., Polished Metal, 69K miles 

2017 Honda Civic LX Sedan 
514998 
14998 


NC7038, Auto., Burgundy Night, 18K miles 
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2018 Honda Civic LX Sedan 

H200974, Auto., Modern Steel, 29K miles 
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2014 Honda CRV EX AWD 
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Herb Chambers Honda of Burlington 


33 Cambridge Street, Route 3A, Burlington, MA 01803 
(888)244-6030 


HerbChambersHonda.com 
Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-8:00pm « Friday& Saturday 8:30am-6:00pm + Sunday 11:00am-5:00pm 


OFFERS’ AVAILABLE ON IN-STOCK MODELS ONLY. PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE TAX. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. OFFERS EXPIRE 2.2.2021 
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2017 Honda CRV LX AWD 
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HP7028, Auto., White, 10K miles 
2018 Honda CRV LX AWD 
H200803, Auto., White Diamond, 26K miles 
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H201061, Auto., San Marino Red, 36K miles 
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2018 Toyota Rav 4 Limited 
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2013 Toyota \ ( 2013 Hyundai 
Corolla LE Tucson GLS AWD 


Blue - 69K miles Gray » 77K miles 
i SAN #H201224 #HP70352 


+ 2017 Honda Civic LX Sedan 
| HP7044; Auto., Burgundy Night, 5K miles 


* 2014 Honda CRV EX AWD 
HP7056, Auto., Polished Metal;56K miles 


2018 Honda Civic LX Sedan 
H201106, Auto., Modern Steel, 29K miles 


| 2016 Subaru Forrester AWD 
H210123, Auto., Gray, 37K miles 


2014 Honda CRV EX AWD 
H210338, Auto., Blue, 38K miles 


2016 Honda HRV EX AWD 
H201028, Auto., Silver, 33K miles 


2013 Toyota 
Camry L 


Blue * 55K miles 
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HOME NEWS HERE.COM 


Health Director not seeing virus spread in schools 


COVID FROM PAGE 1 


hony joined the health di- 
rector in reminding every- 
one to keep washing hands, 
wearing masks, social dis- 
tancing, and following 
state guidelines even after 
they get the vaccine. 

“Just because you get the 
first dose doesn’t mean 
you’re immune,” Newhouse 
added. “That’s what the 
second dose is for.” 

She also said that she 
doesn’t think guidance on 
masks and social distanc- 


ing to be lifted for some 
time. 

The only trend that she 
noticed in town was again 
with whole households 
getting COVID-19 from 
one family member who 
spreads it to the rest. 

“I’m not seeing spread in 
schools or in the commu- 
nity,” she continued. 

She commented that two 
masks would provide even 
more protection than a 
single mask before Fire 
Chief Bill Cavanaugh took 
over. 


PART ONE 
SENIOR LIFESTYLES 


Special Sectian 


Cavanaugh didn’t have 
much to report besides 
helping the health depart- 
ment however they can, 
receiving the first doses of 
the vaccine, and staying on 
top of CARES and FEMA 
reimbursement requests. 

Newhouse mentioned that 
all of the first responders 
who received dose one had 
signed up to receive dose 
two, and it would be given 
at the public safety build- 
ing. 

After the budget propos- 
al, Town Manager Jeff Hull 


LNESS 


Perfect Publication For.... 
¢ Accountants 
° Health Clubs 
° Nutrition Centers 
¢ Personal Trainers 


¢ Health Care Professionals 


¢ Dental Care 

¢ Hearing Solutions 

¢ Orthopedics 

° Yoga 

¢ Dancing Studios 

¢ Medical Supplies 

° Beauty & Nail Salons 
¢ Sporting Goods 

¢ Assisted Living 


Get Fer 


To advertise in this special section for 


Woburn, Winchester, Burlington, Reasine/ Waka tde git 


Stoneham, Wilmington & Tewksbury 
call Marcia Santarpio, 
Andrew Pabian, 

Tom Kirk or Bruce Hilliard at 


781-933-3700 
781-944-2200 or 
978-658-2346 
DEADLINE FEBRUARY 11, 2021 


2017 NISSAN 
SENTRA NISMO 


TURBO CHARGED, NAVIGATION, 
HEATED SUEDE SEATS, 
ONLY 25,713 MILES.WP0336. 


took the board through a 
number of communica- 
tions regarding Textron, 
school playground commu- 
nication boards, and the 
Olin Superfund Site reme- 
diation plan, among others. 

The first said that Tex- 
tron is selling property 
and will only keep build- 
ing 9. The second said that 
Allison Bolanos is fund- 
raising to establish com- 
munication «boards on 
school properties. 

Four communication items 
were related to the Olin 
Superfund Site. First was 
a letter from Chairman 
Jonathan. Eaton to Bevin 
Engelward, who’s part of 
the MIT superfund re- 
search program, respond- 
ing with interest in sup- 
porting their research in 
order to clean the drink- 
ing water for residents af- 
fected by Olin. 

Then, there was a letter 
from Geolnsight to the 
EPA with comments about 


their plan for the contain- 
ment cap, specifically re- 
garding their need for wi- 
der definitions, more in- 
spections and monitoring 
locations, and specificity 
on the types of material 
needed. Kevin Caira asked 
if Hull expected to hear 
back and he said yes. 

There was also an _up- 
date from the EPA in ref- 
erence to their 46 access 
agreements requested with 
property owners, of which 
they have 40; and the last 
was EPA's letter to the His- 
torical Commission and 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 
asking if there was any in- 
digenous or historic use of 
the site. 

The final communica- 
tions regarded a proposed 
Woburn Street truck ex- 
clusion to the Mass DOT 
and the placing of a Prince- 
ton Elm Tree on the Town 
Common in recognition of 
longtime Tree Foreman 
Robert Allen. 


The board unanimously 
agreed to move.the annual 
Town Meeting on May 1, 
2021 to the Shriner’s Audi- 
torium and for the Sons of 
Italy to use the 4th of July 
parking lot for their annu- 
al diaper drive on March 
27 and 28. 

Announcements includ- 
ed congratulations to win- 
ter athletes for resuming 
sports and all of the up- 
coming Finance Commit- 
tee meetings that will be 
available on WCTV live 
and on demand. 

Before they could end, 
Caira asked Hull to com- 
ment on the MBTA receiv- 
ing a $1 million grant for 
the North Wilmington sub- 
station. Hull said it ap- 
peared this was more than 
what they’d originally bud- 
geted and asked Senator 
Bruce Tarr’s office for 
more information. 

Their next meeting will 
be Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. 


Fitzpatrick named to Dean’s List at Providence College 


PROVIDENCE, RI 
Kate Fitzpatrick, a resi- 
dent of Wilmington and a 
member of the class of 
2021, has been named to 


the Dean's List at Provi- 
dence College for the Fall 
2020 semester. To qualify 
for the Dean’s List, stu- 
dents must achieve at least 


a 3.55 grade point average 
with a minimum of 12 
credits, 


Michael Siciliano holds the fort as the last days of the Trump store come to an 


end. 
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